
their life, I do know that, 

when a person finds that 

right amount, the benefit 

that they receive is this in-

credible sense of freedom, a 

burden lifted and an ability to 

live life with a newfound 

openness to the world. 

 

Every fall, we ask you to 

make a commitment, a 

pledge to Central Church. 

We are doing that again this 

fall, and I hope that you will 

want to be a part of a com-

munity that is open rather 

than closed. I hope that you 

will recognize God’s good-

ness in your life. And I hope 

that you will decide that you 

want to be free of the wor-

ry, free to care genuinely 

about others. And based on 

any or all of that, I hope that 

you will renew your commit-

ment to Central. 

---Rev. Don Steele, Pastor 

Back in January, I had the 

privilege to attend the Faith 

Leaders week held each year 

at the Kellogg School of 

Nonprofit Management at 

Northwestern University 

near Chicago. It was a won-

derful week of learning from 

some top academics in the 

world of business and non-

profit management. 

 

One of the topics covered 

was influence, particularly 

how we, as leaders of non-

profit organizations, influ-

ence folks to make the 

choice to support our organ-

izations. And the courses 

said that there were three 

main factors to consider: 

PURPOSE: What is the organi-

zation’s purpose or mission or 

reason for being? As I see it, 

Central’s purpose is closely 

tied to the old statement—

Central to Summit. Of 

course, we have folks who 

live in places other than 

Summit, but the idea still 

resonates. This congregation 

exists to be central to the 

communities that surround 

it. We are not a closed club 

for members only, but our 

purpose is to provide a 

space, literally and figurative-

ly, where the larger commu-

nity can gather in safety and 

mutual respect. 

MOTIVE: What would moti-

vate somebody to give to your 

organization? As Christians, I 

A Letter from the Senior Pastor: The Reason for Giving 

think that there is only one 

real motive for making an 

offering, whether that offer-

ing is of time or talent or 

treasure, and that motive is 

gratitude. I realize that in 

some churches, the motive is 

fear—people afraid of losing 

their church if not afraid 

anymore of facing God’s 

judgment. In other settings, 

the motive can be guilt—

feeling guilty that we have so 

much while others struggle 

to survive. As I see it, the 

prime motivation for giving 

needs to be our recognition 

of just how greatly God has 

blessed us, not just material-

ly, but emotionally and spirit-

ually as well. 

BENEFIT: What benefit can a 

person expect to receive from 

giving to your organization? 

Money exerts a powerful 

influence, not just in the 

world around us, but in each 

of our lives. And while the 

Bible says that it is the love 

of money that is the root of 

all evil, it is hard to say that 

we do not love money when, 

no matter how much of it 

we have, we still feel like we 

do not have enough and 

could always use more. The 

only way to break the power 

of money in our lives, and all 

the stress that causes us, is 

to give it away. And while I 

do not know how much any-

one must give away in order 

to break money’s power in 
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A Historical Snapshot from Central’s 150th Anniversary Team 

 

The mill employed 500

-600 Middle Eastern 

and European immi-

grants, most of whom 

were Armenians or 

Syrians.  Central 

Church men and 

women began a mis-

sion project to that 

area, eventually estab-

lishing the Neighbor-

hood House (now the 

Antiques Center).  

Daytime programs for 

children – recreation, 

physical fitness train-

ing, and practical skills 

(plus Vacation Bible 

School in the summer) 

were augmented by 

evening programs and 

classes for the parents.  

As spiritual and finan-

cial supporter of the 

Neighborhood House, 

Central provided a 

minister/worker, Rev. 

Hunter, to coordinate 

the services there.   

Eventually other Sum-

mit groups, schools, 

and churches became 

involved as well.  By 

1946, four decades 

later, the character 

and needs of the area 

had changed, and the 

Neighborhood House 

was no longer needed.    

 

Around the 

turn of the 

century 

(1900), Cen-

tral Church 

took note of 

the large 

group of 

immigrants 

living in 

North Sum-

mit, the ar-

ea where a 

silk mill 

(now a 

building 

housing law 

offices) was 

located.  

 Lighting the Tree of Remembrance 

 

Central Church will 

begin its celebration of 

its 150 years of mission 

on Sunday, Novem-

ber 18, at 6:30 p.m . 

with the lighting of a 

“tree of remembrance” 

on the Maple Street 

side of the building.  

 

The tree will be lit with 

hundreds of lights, 

serving as a visual re-

minder of the hundreds 

of lives that have 
touched and have been 

touched by Central 

Church over the past 

150 years. There will 

be a short, meaningful 

service of remem-

brance as the tree is 

lit, followed by a peri-

od of refreshments. In 

case of bad weather, 

the event will be held 

inside, but the tree will 

remain lit through the 

end of the year. The 

culmination of the cel-

ebration of 150 years 
will be in May, 2020, 

and there will be 

events—social, educa-

tional, and spiritual—

throughout the next 

eighteen months—

events that you can 

be a part of planning.  

 

Please contact the 

church office if you 

are interested in help-

ing to plan. And join 

us, with a neighbor or 

friend, on Sunday 

evening, November 
18! 

The Neighborhood House today 

The Neighborhood House circa  1910 
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Happy Retirement, Nancy Steiner 

Nancy Steiner, Central 

Church’s Director of 

Operations for ten 

years, will be retiring at 

the end of November. 

On Sunday, Novem-

ber 18, during the 
10:00 a.m. worship ser-

vice and the Take Ten 

that follows, the con-

gregation will have a 

chance to thank Nancy 

for her years of faithful 

service to Central and 

to send her off to this 
new chapter in her life 

with our best wishes. 

Please join us! 

November Senior Lunch Bunch 

Senior Lunch Bunch for 

November will be on 

Sunday, November 

11, in the North Class-

room. The topic will be 

Random Acts of Kind-

ness. Cost $5 per per-

son unless you contrib-

ute an item for all to 

share. Looking forward 

to seeing you there. 

Please RSVP to Donna 

at 908-200-9630 or 

email at dmor-

gansteele@comcast.net 

Living Nativity 

Mark your calendars!  

Central will hold its 

annual Living Nativity 

on Sunday, Decem-

ber 2.  Please plan to 

join us on the church’s 

Maple Street lawn, 

where live animals and 

costumed actors will re

-enact the first Christ-

mas.  The Nativity will 

run from 4:30 to 5:30 

p.m. outside, and inside 

the auditorium we will 

have carol singing, 

crafts, cookies, and co-

coa, while being enter-

tained by our amazing 

Praise Band. 
 

Lots of help is needed!  

If you or your children 

would like to be an ac-

tor or animal guide 

(we’ll supply the cos-

tume—you supply the 

heartfelt enthusiasm) 

or if your talents lie in 

helping out at the craft 

tables or donning an elf 

hat (also supplied) 

and serving cookies 

and cocoa, or bak-

ing cookies, we’d 

love to have your 

help. 
 

Please contact 

Francie Cho at  

YF-

Cho@comcast.net 

or  

908-273-4741, or look 

for the Sign Up Genuis 

on our website,  

centralpres.org. 

mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
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WAVE in November 

WAVE will meet twice 

in November, in the 

Auditorium at 5:00 

p.m. Dress is casual. 

Dinner is provided. 

Neighbors and friends 

are welcomed! 
 

Sunday, November 

4: John Engle, founder 

and director of Haiti 

Partners, will be joining 

us to introduce the 

work of that organiza-

tion as well as the signif-

icance of Central’s new 

partnership. Hear about 

ways you can be in-

volved! 

 

Sunday, November 18: 

This WAVE will be dedi-

cated to service.  We will 

work during the service 

to assemble sustainable 

meal packages, and as-

semble tags for the Shar-

ing Tree Project.  All ages 

are welcome to help! 

Celebrating Our 50-Year Members 

On Sunday, Novem-

ber 11, at the 10:00 a.m. 

worship service, we will 

be celebrating those who 

have been members of 

Central Church for 50 

years or more. There 

will also be a special 

Take Ten in honor of 

these special folks.   

Introducing Haiti Partners 

As was previously an-

nounced, this fall, Cen-

tral Church became a 

founding member of 

Haiti Partners’ Circle 

Fund. Haiti Partners 

works in community 

development with a spe-

cial emphasis on educa-

tion, which has been 

identified as one of Hai-

ti’s most pressing needs. 

In supporting the Circle 

Fund, Central is enabling 

Haiti Partners to grow 

their donor base.  

John Engle, founder 

and director of Haiti 

Partners, will be speak-

ing through video to 

the WAVE service on 

Sunday, November 

4 at 5:00 p.m. to give 

more detail about this 

important mission pro-

ject and to answer any 

questions you might 

have. We encourage 

you to come that even-

ing, and to invite a 

friend who might share 

an interest in this sort of 

mission work.  

 

In addition, throughout 

November, we will have 

a marketplace of crafts, 

produced in the commu-

nity in Haiti that would 

make lovely Christmas 

gifts—a thoughtful re-

membrance for a friend 

AND a way of “helping 

Haitians change Haiti 

through education.” 

Please plan to have your 

Pledge Form back to the 

church by Stewardship 

Sunday, November 4. 

Central depends on the 

generosity of its mem-

bers to fulfill its im-

portant mission to be 

Central in the lives of 

members, in the life of 

this community. 

Stewardship Sunday 



Wednesday, April 4, 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 
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Giving Tuesday is the 

Tuesday after Thanksgiv-

ing when we take a mo-

ment at the beginning of 

the holiday season to 

give back. 

 

Central would like to 

encourage you to consid-

er a donation to the 

Deacons Fund on Giving 

Tuesday this year.  Our 

Board of Deacons pro-

vide welcoming and ush-

Giving Tuesday 

ering at all our services, 

provide rides to elderly 

members of the congre-

gation as needed, and 

provide funding for 

camperships to Camp 

Johnsonburg, Flash, and 

the Summit Community 

Pool, Family Promise, 

and emergency needs for 

the community at large. 

 

Please consider helping 

our Deacons provide for 

the needs of our 

church and community 

with an extra donation 

on Giving Tuesday. 

 

Online payments can 

be made 

through the 

link on the 

homepage of 

our website, 

centralpres.org. 

 

Thank you! 

Central will collect shelf-

stable food and paper 

napkins to benefit SHIP 

(Summit Helping Its Peo-

ple) through Sunday, 

November 18.  The 

following items are re-

quested:    

Canned chicken, canned 

tuna, canned potatoes, 

coffee, mayonnaise, 

corned beef hash, chick-

en soup, and paper nap-

kins.  Please leave your 

donations in the Glass 

Hallway.  There are 

paper bags available in 

the Glass Hallway with 

a list of requested 

items attached. 

Fill The Rack Coat Drive 

Central is collecting new 

and gently-used, adult-

sized, water-repellent 

coats and jackets through 

Sunday, November 

11.  The donated coats 

will be distributed to 

those living on the 

streets during Central’s 

Midnight Runs and Bridg-

es Runs this winter. 

Please hang your dona-

tions in the rack outside 

the auditorium.  Help 

fill the rack! 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Children and Youth, by Pastor Deborah Huggins 

When my daughter was 
two, there was a kid in 
her class who would pick 
up a toy, and moments 
later, she would go over 
to him and grab it from 
his hands and say “mine.” 
Each of our kids is born at 
the center of their uni-
verse, and part of our job 
as parents is to help them 
to open up their world 
and to see an “ours” 
place where we care for 
one another and belong 
to one another.  
  
This November, we 
have lots of ways for 
kids and families to 
express this “ours”, to 
find a way to belong to 
others, to show our 
gratitude by serving 
others.  
  
We kicked off the 
Thanksgiving Season last 
Wednesday when we 
prepared bags for our 
food drive during Mission 
with Mommy. Young kids 
are welcome to come 
with a care giver on No-
vember 28, our next 
meeting,  We have a soft 
start between 11:45 a.m. 
and noon to accommo-
date different schedules, 
and we are done by 12:45 
p.m.  
  
Our SHIP Thanksgiving 
food drive has begun. 

Please pick up a bag and 
bring it back full of food 
and supplies for SHIP. 
SHIP runs daily food dis-
tribution for Summit’s 
most food-insecure. It is a 
privilege to be a part of 
their ministry.  
  
On Friday, November 2, 
we will be making prepa-
rations for a November 
Bridges Run at 5:30 p.m. 
at Service at Central, and 
we will be making sand-
wiches for the run on No-
vember 16 at 4:00 p.m. 

Our High Schoolers will 
go out on a Bridges Run 
that evening at 6:00 p.m.  
  
We are also collecting 
adult-sized coats this 
month to distribute on 
our Midnight Runs. We 
hope to fill the racks with 
weatherproof coats to 
bring to homeless women 
and men on the streets of 
New York City. This win-
ter we will keep a lot of 
people warm with the 
coats that you donate.  
  

On November 18, we will 
be making sustainable 
lunches, blankets, cards 
and gift tags for the Shar-
ing Tree during the WAVE 
service at 5:00 p.m. Bring 
your kids for an evening 
of service, while we re-
flect on how we give and 
why we give - it’s a great 
time to learn about disci-
pleship and to do it.  
  
Finally, on November 23, 
Central is joining with 
service providers, helping 
agencies and local 
churches and synagogues 
for our first annual Give 
Back Friday. As an alter-
native to Black Friday, our 
community is coming to-
gether for education and 
service around issues of 
hunger, housing and 
homelessness in our com-
munity. There will be ac-
tivities to engage all ages. 
We will meet at the 
YMCA from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. to learn and serve 
together. Come by and 
show your thanks and 
spend the afternoon serv-
ing with your Summit 
neighbors.  
  
Service to others is one 
way that we can help our 
kids grow up to be gener-
ous and resilient. Having 
a sense that we have 
something to share with 
others protects children 
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Children & Youth, cont. 

and youth from the trials 
and difficulty that they 
face, and may even help 
reduce stress and lessen 
the pressure. If our kids 
can move out of a “never 
enough” mindset to a 
“more than enough” 
mindset, imagine what 
they can do. Living out of 
an understanding of 
abundance gives our kids 
perspective and maturity. 
Helping kids understand 
that our faith calls us to 
care for each other is 
central at Central Church. 
We've been helping kids 
move from “mine” to 
“ours” for 150 years.  
 
 

 

Children & Youth November Calendar: 
 
Friday, November 2: Service at Central 5:30 p.m. prep for Bridges, Coat and Food Drives 
 
Sunday, November 4: Kick off the Coat Drive and Thanksgiving Food Drive 
 
Friday, November 16: Bridges Run 4:00 p.m. Middle School, 6:00 p.m. High School 
 
Sunday, November 18: Service at WAVE 5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, November 23: Give Back Friday at the YMCA 1:00 —3:00 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, November 28: Mission with Mommy 11:45 a.m.—12:45 p.m.  
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten 

What a celebration of the 

CPC Weekday Nursery 

School and Kindergarten 

milestone—of not only 

surviving these past five 

decades but thriving! 

Thank you to Pastor 

Deborah, Pastor Don, 

and all the WAVE Music 

and Worship Team, and 

to Jeanne Thiemann for 

helping us with her ex-

pertise with publicizing 

the event. 

 

Thank you to Shelley 

Sherman, Julie Ducey and 

all my Advisory Board 

and PTO Board for com-

ing together as a produc-

tive, working machine, 

seeing this event through 

from a thought to reality! 

Thank you to past CPC 

WNSK parent, Key 

Michel for taking all the 

photos and providing 

such a keepsake of a slide 

show, that we will watch 

again and again! 

And a special thank you 

to our amazing guest 

speakers; Beth Little, 

Caroline Chick, and Anna 

Griffith! 

It was so special to have 

Mary McCarthy in attend-

ance as she was the As-

sistant teacher for that 

first class in 1968.  Repre-

senting also from that 

formidable first decade in 

attendance was Jean 

Dembaugh, who began 

teaching at the school in 

1972 and was Director 

from 1978-1988, staying 

then with the school as 

the Music Teacher until 

she retired in 1992.   We 

were also so fortunate  

to have Florence Quinzel, 

who traveled from North 

Carolina to be with us.  

She began teaching in the 

school in 1979, was the 

teacher of our First full 

day Kindergarten class in 

1986, and took the posi-

tion of Director in 1989 -

2000 and remained teach-

ing part time until she 

retired in 2003.    Ruth 

Roessle, who this congre-

gation knows and loves, 

was not able to join us as 

it was the weekend of 

her grandson’s wedding 

(excusable reason!) She 

started teaching at the 

school in 1971 and was 

the third Director of the 

school from 1974-1978. 

We were able to person-

ally thank so many former 

and current teachers at 

the 50th Birthday event.   

For all who were here and 

to all who could not be 

here, we applaud you!   It 

was a perfect night as we 

worshiped together and 

thanked God for all his 

blessings on these women 

and all the children and 

families that walked 

through, and will continue 

to enter the CPC Week-

day Nursery School and 

Kindergarten doors! 

 

Open House Dates for 

the continuation of our 

school for the 2019-2020 

school year: 

Tuesday, November 13  

- tours form 9:15- 

11:15a.m. 

Wednesday, Novem-

ber 14 – evening infor-

mation session for our 

Kindergarten 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, November 16 –

tours from 9:15 -11:15 

a.m. 

 

Contact the school to 

register for an Open 

House event (908-273-

0484) wnskof-

fice@gmail.com 

mailto:wnskoffice@gmail.com
mailto:wnskoffice@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Every Sunday: 

8:30a Worship 

10a Worship 

11a Take Ten 

11:20a Children’s 

Choir 

   1  

6:30p Vesper Bells 

7p Crashing Giants 

7:30p Motet Choir 

7:45p HS Praise 

band 

2 
7:15a Do-

nuts with 

Deborah 

5:30p Ser-

vice at 

Central 

3 

4  
9:15a New Member Orien-

tation 

10:15a Sunday School 

11a Confirmation Class 

5p WAVE Worship 

5 
9:30a CCW 

7:15p Fi-

nance 

Team 

6 7 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Preview 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

8 
6:30p Vesper Bells 

7p Crashing Giants 

7:30p Motet Choir 

7:45p HS Praise 

band 

9 10 

11 
10a Family Worship  

(no Sunday School) 

11:15a Senior Lunch 

Bunch 

12 
12p Hands 

On Mission 

7:30p  

Session 

13 
9:30 PW 

Coord. 

Team 

7p Eport 

Tutoring 

14 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Preview 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

15 
6:30p Vesper Bells 

7p Crashing Giants 

7:30p Motet Choir 

7:45p HS Praise 

band 

16 
7:15a Do-

nuts with 

Deborah 

4p Prep 

Bridges 

Run 

6p Bridges 

Run 

17 
3p 
Trux 

Mann 

Memo-

rial  

18 
9a CFM Meeting 

10:15a Sunday School 

5p WAVE Worship 

6:30p Tree of Remem-

brance Lighting 

19 
9:30a Mon 

Morning 

Moms 

7:30p  

Deacons 

20 
9:30a PW 

Bible 

Study 

21 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Preview 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

22 
Thanksgiving 
Church closed 

23 
Church 

closed 

24 

25   
10a Family Worship  

(no Sunday School) 

26 27 
7p Eport 

Tutoring 

28 
11:45a 

Mission with 

Mommy 

29 
7p Crashing Giants 

7:30p Motet Choir 

7:45p HS Praise 

band 

30 
7:15a  

Donuts 

with  

Deborah 
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