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There were only a couple dozen members that
day, but those folks
chartered a congregation in hope for the future. In no time, they
built a building. It was
more building than the
congregation needed
but they built it in
hope for the future.
Half a century later,
they built a second
building, again more
than what they needed, but in hope for the
future. And over the
next century, Central
Church has changed its
building, its ministries,
its programs, ever ready
to adapt to changing
times, but always in
hope for the future.
For the next nine
months, we will spend
some time learning
Central Church’s story.
It is a story of adaptabil-

ity and civic engagement
that is one of which we
can be proud. It is a part
of the cultural “DNA”
of this community of
faith to look towards
the future with hope,
and to act accordingly,
not just for the church,
but for the entire community.

In the next nine months,
we are beginning a process to consider what
the future of ministry
will look like for Central
Church, given the massive change that our
world, that our community, has been experiencing. It is hard to say

what the Church as a
whole will look like in
ten years, but it is reasonable to assume that it
will NOT look anything
like the Church that we
have known from the
past. What does all of
this change mean for
Central Church? That is
the question that we
need to be asking, and in
doing so, we need to do
it in a manner consistent
with the cultural DNA
that we have inherited
here at Central
Church—adapting, acting, not out of despair
over a receding past, but
in hope for a future filled
with new opportunities
to follow Christ faithfully, not just for Central
Church, but for the entire community.
--Pastor Don Steele
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When Does My Program Start?
Welcome to another program year at Central! Below is an outline of when
things are back on the schedule this fall.
Music Ministry:
 Motet Choir begins on Thursday, Sept. 12, at 7:30 p.m. in the Choir Room
 Crashing Giants (Middle School Band) starts up on Thursday, Sept. 19, at
7pm in the South Classroom.
 High School Praise Band begins on Thursday, Sept. 19, at 7:45 p.m. in the
South Classroom.
 Vesper Bells begins on Thursday, Oct. 3, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
 Children’s Choir starts on Sunday, Oct. 6, at 11:20 a.m. in the South
Classroom
Spiritual Development:
 Monday Morning Moms starts on Monday, Sept. 23, at 9:30 a.m. in the
Lounge
 Central’s Circle for Women starts on Sept. 16, at 9:30 a.m. in the
Lounge
 Group Spiritual Direction begins on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 11:00 a.m. in
the Library
 PW Bible Study begins on Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Room
Children & Youth Ministries:
 Sunday School starts on Sunday, Sept. 8, at 10:15 a.m. in the C.E. Wing
and Youth Center
 Confirmation Class begins on Sunday, Sept. 15, at 11:00 a.m. in the Youth
Center
 Mission with Mommy starts its season on Tuesday, Sept. 24, at noon in
the North Classroom
 Donuts with Deborah starts on Friday, Oct. 4, at 7:15 a.m. in the Youth
Center
 Service at Central (middle schoolers) begins on Friday, Oct. 4, at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Center
Boards & Teams & Other
 Session will meet on Monday, Sept. 9, in the North Classroom at 7:30 p.m.
 Deacons will meet on Monday, Sept. 16, at 7:30 p.m. in the North Classroom
 Personnel will meet on Thursday, Sept. 5 and Monday, Sept 23, at 7:00
p.m. in the Boardroom
 Communications Team meets on Wednesday, Oct. 9, at 7:00 p.m.
 Senior Lunch Bunch will meet at 11:15 a.m. on Sept. 15
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WAVE in September
Central’s contemporary service, WAVE,
resumes its regular
schedule on Sunday,
September 15, at
5:00 p.m. WAVE will
continue on the first
and third Sunday of
each month.

for you! Come enjoy a
special message, live
music from the Central
Praise Band, and a dinner each time. The
service is family friendly, and there will be
activities for children at
each service.

We are saving a seat

When weather allows,

the service is outdoors on the Maple
Street lawn. Otherwise, we will be in the
Auditorium.
Save the Date: Sunday,
October 6 will be Blessing of the Animals at
WAVE!

Core Conditioning: Sermon Series Sept. 8,15, & 22
Pastor Steele has been
spending a lot of time
this summer focused
on conditioning his
core muscles. Ironically, even though they
are on the opposite
side of the body, it
turns out that wellconditioned abdominal
core muscles actually
help to stabilize the
back.
Pastor Steele will be
using some of the in-

sights he gained conditioning his own core to
consider, on Sunday
mornings, how we, as a
community of faith, can
condition our core.
Based on the lost story
of the interaction between Jesus and a
crowd wanting to
stone a woman to
death found in the
Gospel of John, chapter eight, Pastor Steele
will examine the sometimes ironic practices

of core
conditioning that
bring
healthy
backbones to
us as followers of
Christ.

Rally Day is September 8
Central’s annual celebration and kick-off of
Sunday School and the
program year will be
on Sunday, September
8.

We will bless backpacks
for our school children
at the 10:00 a.m. service,
then move outdoors for
an all-church picnic,
complete with inflatables, games, great food,

and our traditional root
beer floats!
Be sure to
come and join
in the fun!
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Television Ministry and How You Can Help
More often than you
might think, I hear from
someone about how
much they appreciate
Central’s Sunday services being broadcast
on Hometowne TV, or
about how they visit
our YouTube channel
to see a recorded service. Members who
are housebound, people who have moved
out of the area but still
feel connected to Central, those who are
sick, or travelling—they
all appreciate our outreach via television and
video.
Our recorded services
are archived on our
YouTube channel, so
anyone, anywhere in
the world, with inter-

CPCTV Studio

net access can join in
our worship, virtually.
We have nearly as
many people watching
remotely as we do attending in person!
However necessary
and popular this ministry might be, it is in
danger of petering out.
Right now, CPCTV
(our broadcast team)
has only two trained
volunteers and one intern (who is still in
training) to handle all
the camera work, directing, and postproduction needed to
keep us on the air each
week.
Can you help? We
need several more volunteers—the more we
have, the lighter the
schedule. For too long,
too few people have
been carrying the load
of weekly broadcasts.
Here is how it works:
Ideally, we have one
person managing the
cameras, while another
“directs”, meaning they
control the sound input, camera angles, and
titles. Both these functions happen in the
basement “studio”, so

the 2 volunteers work
together. They arrive
at 9:15 a.m. to start up
the equipment, and
create the titles. Recording starts right at
10:00 a.m., and ends at
11:00 a.m. There is a
few minutes of postproduction finishing,
then it is done!
Sound too technical?
While the equipment is
complicated, it is not
especially difficult, and
we train (there is a
written procedure)!
You don’t need any
prior experience. Anyone in high school or
older is welcome to
stop in and check it
out—it is actually really
fun! We offer service
hours for those who
need them, too.
Please consider if this is
a ministry you can participate in. Email me at
JThiemann@centralpre
s.org or call me at 908273-0441 X 28 with
any questions or to arrange a visit!
Thank you,
Jeanne Thiemann
Director of Communications at Central
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Spiritual Development
Monday Morning
Moms
Connect with other
young moms at this
group for mothers of
preschool and kindergarten-age children. Our
time together will include
spiritual practices, Bible
study, conversation, and
personal reflection. The
group is led by Pam Robertson, certified Spiritual
Director and founder of
Talking Joy and Meredith’s
Jars of Joy.
MMM meets in the
Lounge from 9:30 to
11:00 a.m. on the following dates:
Sept. 23
Oct. 7 & 21
Wednesday,
Nov.
11 & 25 April 4,
Dec.
7:009p.m.
Dramatic, disturbing
news events can leave
parents speechless.
Presbyterian
Women
Please join us Wednesday night, April 4, at St.
Andrews
Preschool
in
On
Tuesday,
September
17, Presbyterian Women will start a new Bible
Study, Love Carved in
Stone, by Eugenia Anne
Gamble. This study
takes a fresh look at the
Ten Commandments.

Childcare is available with
advance sign-up. Please
email Rev. Deborah Huggins at dhuggins@centralpres.org.
Email Pam Robertson
with any questions at
TalkingJoy7@gmail.com.
Central’s Circle for
Women
The Circle for Women
invites mothers of children in middle school and
older (but all are welcome!) to join in. Pam
Robertson, Certified
Spiritual Director and
founder of the lifestyle
brand Talking Joy, will introduce practices old and
new for connecting with
NewinProvidence
for
God
our daily lives.
this
informative
parent
We will also learn that by
session about school
safety and how to manage these BIG conversations with our littles.
We’ll discuss age-based
tips on how to talk
(and listen) to kids
Study books will be
available for purchase.
All women are invited
to attend and you can
join in any time during
the year. We meet for
coffee and snacks at

layering these practices
into our everyday lives,
they can provide us with
energy and new meaning.
The Circle meets in the
Lounge from 9:30 to
11:00 a.m. on the following dates:
Sept. 16
Oct. 14
Nov. 18
Dec. 2
Email Pam Robertson
with any questions at
TalkingJoy7@gmail.com.

about what’s been happening recently at
schools. Questions?
Contact Courtney Mallon
(caj3t@yahoo.com).

9:30 and begin our
study at 10:00 a.m..
Board meeting, for
board members only, Tuesday Sept. 10,
at 9:30 a.m.
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Children & Youth
Children and youth are at
the heart of ministry at
Central - and whether
your kids are getting older and looking for new
ways to get involved, or if
you are wanting to deepen your faith and service,
Central is a place for you
to engage, dig into God’s
word and to serve our
community and the
world. We look forward
to kicking off our 2019
program year with you.
Young Children
Nursery: Faith formation
begins in the nursery.
Young children need to
have a sense of security
and to feel nurtured in
their church home. We
are blessed at Central
with a dedicated and
trained staff who welcome children from 6
months to three years
old. We are blessed by
the Weekday Nursery
School and Kindergarten
and use them as a resource to be sure that we
are up to date with child
safety and protection
procedures, and engaging,
developmentally appropriate toys and equipment. You can feel secure
leaving your children in
our nursery. We have
Nursery every Sunday.

Mission with Mommy:
Once a month, we gather
at the church for service
projects designed for
young children (3-5 years
old) and a caregiver. Generosity and kindness
abound as young children
engage in developmentally appropriate service. All
of our service projects
relate to other hands-on
mission projects in the
church. Mission with
Mommy begins on Tuesday, September 24, at
noon. For more information, please contact
Pastor Deborah at dhuggins@centralpres.org.
Elementary Aged
Children
Sunday School: Sunday
School begins with 3-year
-olds and continues
through the 8th grade.
Children work with lead
teachers and helpers to
learn the stories of our
faith. This year we will
continue to nurture the
faith of our children in
multi-age classrooms for
pre-k and kindergarteners, 1st-3rd graders, 4th and
5th graders and Middle
Schoolers. Sunday School
kicks off September 8 at
10:15 a.m.
Children’s Choir: Children are invited to practice with Charity for special performances in

church. The choir will
begin on October 6 at
11:20 a.m. Please reach
out to Charity for more
information at
Cwicks@centralpres.org.
Mission and Music
Sunday School: Each
month, all of our Sunday
Schoolers gather for a
service project and music
as a way to learn about
people in need and how
they can be of service to
them. All of our service
projects relate to other
hands on mission projects
in the church. Mission
and Music is held the second Sunday of the month
beginning in October.
Third Graders
Third grade is a special
time for children - they
are reading, growing up,
and seeing the world in a
new way. Each year we
acknowledge our third
graders by giving them a
Bible on October 6 at the
10:00 a.m. service, and
holding a communion
workshop. At this class
we will talk about the
meaning of communion,
and share a special lunch
together on Sunday, September 29, at 11:15 a.m.
Please RSVP with Pastor
Deborah at dhuggins@centralpres.org
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Children and Youth
Middle Schoolers

High Schoolers

Parents

Donuts with Deborah:
Middle Schoolers are invited to join us in the youth
center on Friday mornings
for donuts and conversation. It’s a great time to
connect with church friends
on your way to school. Our
first Donut meeting will be
October 4 at 7:15 a.m.

Confirmation: Registration is open for our 20192020 Confirmation class. All
young people in ninth grade
and above are invited to
join the class and to spend
the year preparing for active membership in the
church. Members of the
class work with mentors to
explore and enrich their
faith and to deepen their
connections to the church.
Confirmation class begins
on September 15 at 11:15
a.m.

The faith formation of
parents is just as important as their children’s. At Central we
have two active groups
for women: Monday
Morning Moms and
Circle for Women.
Please reach out to
Pam Robertson for
more information
pamrotellerobertson@gmail.com.

Service at Central: Middle Schoolers are ready to
give back and share with
the community. On Friday
evenings, we gather together to support hands-on mission projects in the church
by making sandwiches for
Midnight Run, prepping
food for Family Promise,
and getting supplies ready
to bring to the homeless.
We
kick off on April
October
Wednesday,
4, 4
at7:00
5:30p.m.
p.m.
Crashing
Our
Dramatic,Giants:
disturbing
Middle School praise band
news events can leave
begins practicing on Sepparents speechless.
tember 19 at 7:00 p.m. MidPlease
join us
Wednesdle
Schoolers
prepare
songs
day
night,
April
4,
at
for WAVE and the 10:00St.
Andrews
in all
a.m.
service.Preschool
Musicians of
levels are welcome to
come. For more information, please reach out to
Adam at agilbert@centralpres.org.

Midnight Run: High
Schoolers are invited to go
out with us on our Bridges
and Midnight Runs. Each
month we take food, clothing and other essentials out
New
for
to
careProvidence
for our homeless
neighbors.
Fall dates
are
this informative
parent
Oct.
11
and
Nov.
8.
session about school

safety and how to man-

Elizabethport
age these BIG Tutoring:
converEvery
Tuesday
evening
High
sations
with our
littles.
Schoolers meet with eleWe’ll discuss age-based
mentary students from the
tips for
on tutoring.
how to talk
area
To volun(andplease
listen)contact
to kidsSarah
teer
Engle at jengle58@aol.com.
High School Praise
Band: High School practice
begins on September 19 at
7:45 p.m. For more information, please reach out to
Adam at agilbert@centralpres.org.

You can also connect
with us with our
weekly blog, through Jim
Northrop’s Spiritual Development Blog, and through
our Chaos to Calm Television Ministry. You can access these resources on
our Church website, cenabout what’s been haptralpres.org.

pening recently at

To sign
up for Questions?
schools.
any ofContact
our pro-Courtney Malgrams,
please fill
lon
out the appropriate(caj3t@yahoo.com).
registration form found
on our website
centralpres.org/forms and
return it to the church
office.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Deborah

Page 8

Summer at Central

Removal of the Angel Window

Removal of the Demilune Window

Removal of the Easter Window

The KEY

Summer at Central

Sanctuary Lighting Upgrade

New Providence for
Wednesday, April 4,
this informative parent
7:00 p.m.
Baptism in the Cloistersession
Gardenabout school
safety and how to manDramatic, disturbing
age these BIG convernews events can leave
sations with our littles.
parents speechless.
We’ll discuss age-based
Please join us Wednestips on how to talk
day night, April 4, at St.
(and listen) to kids
Andrews Preschool in

commUNITY VBS
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Flagpole Refurbishment

about what’s been happening recently at
Theater
Camp:
Sleeping Beauty
schools.
Questions?
Contact Courtney Mallon
(caj3t@yahoo.com).
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Senior Lunch Bunch Hosts Jay Jacobs
Hi everyone. Hope you
enjoyed your summer.
Looking forward to
another fun year with
Senior Lunch Bunch.
Our first get together
will be Sunday, September 15, after
church. Jay Jacobs, a
Wellness Navigator at

the YMCA, will lead a
lively discussion on
Age is Just a Number
from his podcast with a
103-year-old woman.
Should be fun. Hope
you can join us. Please
RSVP to Donna Steele
at 908-858-6757 or by
email at dmorgansteele@comcast.net

Cost is $5 per person
unless you bring food to
share with others.
Hope to see you there.
-Donna
Upcoming dates for the
fall are October 13,
Nov 11 and December
1.

Eport Tutors Needed
We are welcoming
new high school-aged
tutors (freshman,
sophomores and juniors) for the Tuesday
Night Elizabethport

Tutoring program on
Tuesday nights starting
in October and running
through April 2020.

To volunteer, please
contact Sarah Engle at
jengle58@aol or
908-884-7920

Next New Member Class Scheduled for October 6
Interested in learning
more about Central
Church? Join Pastor
Don Steele and mem-

bers of Session in the
Lounge on Sunday, October 6, at 9:15 a.m.
for an informal discus-

sion. An opportunity
to join in membership
will be offered.

Family Promise Returns in October
You can help provide a
temporary home for a
family in need this October when Central
hosts Family Promise.
Several homeless families will stay here at the
church from October

13—20. We are in
need of volunteers to
shop, set up, prepare
and serve meals, host
individual evenings and
over-nights, and more.
Watch for sign up
sheets in the Gathering

Space, and a Sign Up
Genius link in the Friday Email!
Thank you for helping
make Central the wonderful, welcoming place
it is.
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Scam Alert
It has come to our attention that there is a
new scam in town – gift
card requests by worship leaders. The Federal
Trade Commission written about it in a blog on
their website: https://
www.consumer.ftc.gov/
blog/2019/07/worshipers
-targeted-gift-card-scam.

other worship leader,
explaining either an
emergency situation or
a worthy cause, and
requesting that the receiving person purchase a series of gift
cards, and read the
card numbers and PINs
to a phone number or
via the internet.

In this scam, a seemingly
authentic email is received from a pastor or

Please don’t fall for
this! Central’s staff
will NEVER email

you with a request to purchase gift
cards. Pastor Don
is really not in
Egypt with a lost passport, and Pastor Deborah is not in the wilderness on a broken-down
bus with a bunch of mission kids! Scammers are
creative, so please be
vigilant about all solicitations.

Onward for the 150th Anniversary Celebrations!
Your dedicated CommitWednesday,
April as
4, we
tee
has more plans
7:00 towards
p.m.
head
May 2020!
Dramatic,
Enjoy
tastesdisturbing
of past eras
news
events
canalong
leave
at “High
Tea,”
parents
speechless.
with
its “Tea
ParPlease
join
Wednesty” (for ourus
youth)
on
day
night,
April
4,
at
St.
October 6, immediately
Andrews
Preschool
in
following 10:00 a.m. worship. Susan Peterson, Pat
Resnick, and Jessica Gordon will be hosting.
Then remember all those
who have been part of
our legacy at the “Tree

of RememNew Providence for
brance” celebrathis informative parent
tion, November
session about school
17, complete with
safety and how to manbagpiper, tree lightage these BIG convering, and lovely gathsations with our littles.
ering afterwards.
We’ll discuss age-based
tips on how to talk
Looking on to 2020,
(and listen) to kids
there will be a
Men’s Breakfast, a
Pot Luck dinner,
and the “150th Anniversary Celebration,” April
26, at the lovely Canoe Brook Country

Club. April will also be
about what’s been hap“Library Display
pening recently at
Month.” The grand fischools. Questions?
nale will be our parade
Contact Courtney Malaround the green with
lon
bagpipes and more on
(caj3t@yahoo.com).
May 17!
Join in and
celebrate our
historic place
in Summit’s
past!
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten
So exciting to return with
a newly paved driveway
and parking lot! In addition to the yearly start of
stripped and waxed
floors, a couple rooms
painted, rugs cleaned and
an overall cleaning the
school looks shiny and
ready to start the 20192020 school year!
We begin with having had
to say good-bye to several favorite people with
Betsy Hall and Mary Ann
Bauer moving and Monica
Fienemann and Abigail
Schumer moving on to
other ventures. They will
be missed. These all
prompted additional
changes within staffing
and has produced
“energy” you can feel in
the air with excitement
and anticipation. We are
welcoming back, Carol
Coscia who will return to
teach the 2 day 2’s class.
We also welcome Elaine
Reddy and Michelle Zusi
to our Drop-in staff. Natalie Dougherty will join
us for our Music Program, Drop-in and three
additional sessions to
help where needed.
They join a staff of 34
amazing women that
make this school great!!
This year we begin with a
new position of Curriculum Coordinator. Karen
Gaeta will continue her
role as Reading Specialist

for the Kindergartens and
will be full time working
with the teachers of the
3’s, 4’s, Almost 5’s and
Kindergarten. She has
met with them several
times over the summer,
providing support for
lesson plans and guiding
us all to see consistency
in our expectations. She
shares enthusiasm and
expertise that brings us
all to the next level of
excellence.
In addition, following our
theme of “support” we
will have Margot Tobias,
Speech Pathologist speak
at our In-Service early
September just prior to
the school year getting
underway. She will serve
as a Consultant for us
through the year. We
will call on her monthly
or as needs arise to observe and provide additional professional development. She will be
touching on language
norms, facilitation, first
building blocks of literacy,
encouraging children to
become effective communicators, engineering
classroom routines to
enhance communication
and trouble shoot when a
child is having speech and
language difficulty to just
name a few!
We continue with our
staffing for the Handwrit-

ing without Tears program
with an additional staff
person providing two days
of instruction as part of
each of the 3’s, 4’s, and
Almost 5’s classes. All of
these programs could not
be possible without the
tremendous fundraising
support of our Parent Organization to which we are
very grateful!
We are excited to start a
new year with all this
“Support” in place. We
appreciate your prayers
for all the children, families and teachers that
spend the school year
here.
Your patience is also appreciated as car lines begin
with the start of school on
September 9th.
8:45 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
Thank you,
Peggy Flintosh

September
2019
April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

2

10am Family
Worship
11a Lemonade

Labor Day
Church
closed

8

9

10

11

10a Worship

7:30p
Session

9:30 PW
Coord.
Team

7:30p Adult 7:30p Motet
Praise Band Choir

10:15a Sunday School

4

Thu

1

Rally Day
8:30a Worship

3

Wed

5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

7p Personnel
Team

12

9a Confirmation
Retreat

11a Group
Spiritual
Direction

11a Church Picnic
5p Confirmation
Orientation

15

16

17

18

19

8:30a Worship

9:30a CCW

9:30a PW
Bible Study

7:30p 150th
Team

7p Crashing
Giants

10a Worship

7:30p
10:15a Sunday School Deacons

20

21

27

28

7:30p Adult 7:30p Motet
Praise Band Choir

11a Confirmation
Class

7:45p HS
Praise Band

11:15a Lunch Bunch
5p WAVE Worship

22

23

8:30a Worship

9:30a
Monday
10a Worship
Morning
10:15a Sunday School Moms
11a Confirmation
7p PersonClass
nel Team

29

8:30a Worship

10a Worship
10:15a Sunday School
11a Communion Prep
Workshop
12:30p Ultimate Youth
Day

30

24

25

26

12p
Mission
with
Mommy

7:30p Adult 7p Crashing
Praise Band Giants
7:30p Motet
Choir
7:45p HS
Praise Band
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m. (3rd Sunday)
Communion is celebrated at all 8:30 and 5:00 p.m.
services, as well as on the first Sunday of the month
during the 10:00 a.m. service.

