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Central Presbyterian
Church began as a
Sunday School. That is
because, in the early
days, Summit was a
part of New Providence, and Presbyterians living here were
members of the Presbyterian Church in
New Providence, where
they went to worship.
Transportation in the
early 19th Century was
difficult. The trip to
New Providence was
considered to be a long
one, and so Presbyterians living in Summit organized a Sunday
School, starting on the
east side of town, moving to the west side of
town, finally moving to a
“central” location
across from the train
station, which is where
Central Presbyterian
Church was “born” in
1870.

history, the congregation built the “Parish
House” which we know
as the Auditorium. The
space was constructed,
in part, to house Sunday
School, but by the mid1950’s, the Sunday
School had grown so
much that the congregation added a building to
connect the Parish
House to the Sanctuary,
filling much of it with
classrooms. Then, in the
late 1960’s, the congregation built the Christian education wing,
which comprises 20% of
our present building.

Christian education’s
central place at Central
remained. Early in its

Of course, the practice
of Christian education
has changed over the

years, just like everything
else, and Central has
adapted its Christian education practices, from
the “one room school
house” approach in the
early years to the age
graded approach in
which many of us grew
up. We are in the midst
of another change now,
and though it is not quite
clear what Christian education will look like in
the future, from what I
have read, it is likely that
it will be less driven by
curriculum and content
and more relationally
focused on mentorship—mature Christians
demonstrating to younger Christians what it
means to be a follower
of Jesus. That creates all
sorts of possibilities for
Central, from what it
means to teach to how
to utilize building space
to further our mission to
be central in the lives of
children, youth, and
adults.
--Pastor Don Steele
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150 Years Tea Celebration: October 6
Have you ever enjoyed a
“High Tea” anywhere in
this world? THIS will be
your opportunity to be
served immediately following the 10:00 a.m.
World Communion Sunday Service, October 6.
This first event of the
new 150th season is hosted by Susan Peterson, Pat
Resnick, and Jessica Gordon.
All are invited to the auditorium where you will
step back in time, enjoy
period music, and be
served Tea and special
accompaniments. Twinings Tea provides both
the adult and children’s
tea along with highlights
of the Tea history.

Don’t miss this very special experience, courtesy
of the 150th Committee!
Volunteer Opportunities: Contact
steveandsusanpeterson@verizon.net to assist:
 4-6 bakers, Friday,
Oct. 4, 1- 6 p.m.
 4 sandwich makers &
platter arrangers,
early Sun., Oct. 6
 1-2 to set tables, Friday, Oct. 4
 1-2 to brew tea,
Sunday toward end
of the church service
 5 cleanup volunteers

Halloween Silent Movie: October 31
Mark your calendars
for a fun Halloween
evening with Charity
Wicks on the organ!
Charity will live-score a
series of silent movie
cartoon clips, appropriate for the entire family. Nothing scary, just
good fun!

This free event is in the
Chapel on Thursday,
October 31, at 8:00
p.m. and includes popcorn!
The Motet Choir will
rehearse at 7:15 p.m.
that evening so that
they can attend the
event.
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WAVE in October
BLESSING OF THE
ANIMALS: October 6
at 5:00 p.m.
Bring your favorite
(appropriately restrained) pets to
church on Sunday, October 6, at 5:00 p.m.
when we will spend

time during the WAVE
service, offering a blessing to them. We will be
outside on the Maple
Street lawn, weather
permitting, or in the
Auditorium if not. A
few barks, a soft purr
will remind us of God’s
love for the animals

with whom we share
the earth.
WAVE also meets on
Sunday, October 20, at
5:00 p.m.

World Communion Sunday: October 6
The first Sunday of October is World Communion Sunday. It is
the one Sunday a year
when Christians
around the world celebrate the Sacrament of
Communion on the
same day.

the Sacrament at all
three of our worship
services that day, using breads from
around the world.
Our third graders
who attended the
Communion Preparation Workshop will
join us at the table!

We will join them here
at Central, celebrating

Recognizing Our 50 Year Members: October 20
Central will be recognizing folks who have
been members for 50
or more years on Sunday, October 20 during
the 10:00 a.m. worship
service. We will honor
these members during
the service and during a

special Take Ten to follow it. During this special 150th Anniversary
year, let’s celebrate the
heritage represented by
these folks.
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Stockpile Sundays
Stockpile Sundays are
the monthly events
when Central collects
specific items to be distributed on our Midnight Runs and Bridges
Runs.
Collection bins are located in the Gathering
Space, located at the
top of the Glass Hallway ramp.

In October, we will
collect adult-sized new
socks.
In November, we collect adult-sized new or
gently-used coats, preferably water-repellant
kinds.

Later in the year there
will be collections of
hats, toiletries, adult
underwear, and adult
shoes.
Thank you for any contributions you can
make.

In December we will
collect adult-sized
gloves.

Celebrating 150th Anniversary All Year
In May of 2020, Central
Church will be150
years old, and we are
celebrating all year!
In addition to the High
Tea we have planned
for October 6 (see
page 2), other events
are on the calendar,
with more to be added
soon.
The Tree of Remembrance Lighting will
be on Sunday, November 17, at 6:00 p.m.
The tree lights represent all the lives that
have contributed to
Central and our mis-

sions over the years.
There will be a brief
ceremony highlighting
our founders and congregation with a bag
piper, followed by a
reception indoors.
A Founder’s Dinner
is scheduled for Sunday, April 26, from 5:00
to 8:00 p.m. at Canoe
Brook Country Club.
This lively evening will
include music, dancing,
a cocktail reception,
and a seated dinner of
Chateau Briand, salmon, or a vegetarian option.

For the month of April
2020, the Summit Public Library will feature a
display case highlighting Central’s history
and missions. The display will be designed by
our own Martha Anderson. Be sure to
check it out!
The final event—a parade! - is planned for
Sunday, May 17, around
the Village Green before church (around
9:30 a.m.) Watch for
details as the event
grows nearer.
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Mack Graham of Wycliffe Bible Translators To Visit
Mack Graham, a 50-year
member of Central
Church, and his wife,
Doris, will visit Central
on Sunday, October 20.
Together they will give a
presentation on their
work in Papua New
Guinea with Wycliffe
Bible Translators.

For more than 70 years,
Wycliffe has helped people around the world
translate the Bible into
their own languages, and
Central has contributed
to this mission for many
years.

Please join
us in the
auditorium
following
the 50YearMember
reception
for this presentation.

New Sermon Series
Through October 20,
Pastors Don and Deborah will focus their Sunday morning sermons on
What the Bible REALLY
Says. Each week brings
a new subject:
Oct.
6— WhatApril
the Bible
Wednesday,
4,
Really
Says
about
Women
7:00 p.m.
Oct
13—What
the Bible
Dramatic,
disturbing
Really
About
newsSays
events
canDivorce
leave
parents speechless.
Please join us Wednesday night, April 4, at St.
Andrews Preschool in

Presbyterian Women
On Tuesday, October
22, the Presbyterian
Women will meet for
Bible Study in the Fellowship Room.

Oct 20—What the Bible
Really Says about Homosexuality
We hope you can join
us for some or all of the
services. If you miss
any, please check our
YouTube
channel,for
New Providence
where
we post videos
this informative
parentof
the
services.
There
session about schoolis a
link
onand
ourhow
website,
censafety
to mantralpres.org
under
age these BIG conversations with our littles.
“Sermons.”
We’ll discuss age-based
tips on how to talk
(and listen) to kids
All women are invited
to attend and you can
join in any time during
the year. We meet for
coffee and snacks at
9:30 a.m. and begin our

about what’s been happening recently at
schools. Questions?
Contact Courtney Mallon
(caj3t@yahoo.com).

study at 10:00 a.m..
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Children & Youth
October is such a
beautiful month, with
cool, crisp mornings
and cool evenings. It’s
the perfect weather for
a cozy sweater and a
long walk underneath
beautiful leaves and
clear skies.

enthusiasm. At Central,
we are excited to nurture that spark for generosity through our
Mission with Mommy
Program and with Family Promise, where the
whole family can get
involved.

October is also a perfect month for serving
others. As our kids settle into their routines
and schedules at
school, we begin our
fall Service at Central.

Elementary-aged kids
are so fully generous,
and so capable! We like
to challenge our older
kids to keep on serving
with Music and Mission
Sunday School projects
and by connecting
through Family Promise.

This month, we have
two Service Evenings
for Middle Schoolers, a
Midnight Run for High
Schoolers, Mission with
Mommy, Music and
Mission Sunday School
and Family Promise
hosting - all while Elizabethport Tutorial gets
started. It’s going to be
a beautiful month to
share our blessings
with our community.
Ways to get
involved:
Young Children: Young
children are eager to
serve, and what they
lack in skills, they more
than make up for in

Middle school-aged kids
are ready to start to
understand more about
the serious issues that
face our world - issues
like poverty, hunger
and disease. It’s time
for kids at this age to
learn more about the
world around them,
and what they can do
to help. Learning to be
generous can also really
help kids move out of
themselves and start to
gain perspective. Regular service in Sunday
School and through
Service at Central are
great ways to engage
and nurture your kids’

generous spirits.
High School kids are
ready to dig-deep and
put their skills, passions
and interests to work
in making a lasting impact in our community.
Kids at this age are invited to make lasting
connections through
our Elizabethport Tutorial, Midnight Runs
and through work as
Youth Deacons.
All these opportunities
are detailed on our
website, centralpres.org.
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New Providence for
about what’s been hapthis informative parent
pening recently at
session about school
schools. Questions?
safety
and
how
to
manContact Courtney MalDramatic, disturbing
age these BIG converlon
news events can leave
sations
with
our
littles.
parents speechless.
(caj3t@yahoo.com).
We’ll discuss age-based
Please join us WednesHave You Changed Your
Phone
Email, or Address?
tips on
how toNumber,
talk
day night, April 4, at St.
(and listen) to kids
Andrews Preschool in
have a new landline
lyn know if you have
The church office is
number, please contact
moved, or if you have a
updating our records
Evelyn Thiel to give
new email address.
and would like to have
her your curYou can email the inthe most recent conrent number and let
formation to Evelyn at
tact information for its
her
know
if
you
want
ethiel@centralpres.org.
members. If you have
that number to appear
given up your landline,
in the next member
preferring to use just
directory. Also let Eveyour cell phone, or
Wednesday, April 4,
7:00 p.m.
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Senior Lunch Bunch
The Senior Lunch
Bunch will gather on
Sunday, October 13, in
the Fellowship Room
(not our regular
room). Come share a
healthy habit you have
adopted since you retired.

Please RSVP to Donna
Steele at 908-858-6757
or by email at dmorgansteele@comcast.net
Cost is $5 per person
unless you bring food
to share with others.
Hope to see you there.

Upcoming dates for the
fall are November 11
and December 1.

Central will participate
in Midnight Runs on
Friday, October 11,
and Friday, November
8. Volunteers (high
school and older) are
needed—please visit

the Sign Up Genius
https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c044ba8a929a5ff2cpcyouth

-Donna

Midnight Run
Midnight Run is an organization that brings
food and clothing directly to people living
on the streets of New
York City.

Next New Member Class Scheduled for October 6
Interested in learning
more about Central
Church? Join Pastor
Don Steele and mem-

bers of Session in the
Lounge on Sunday, October 6, at 9:15 a.m.
for an informal discus-

sion. An opportunity
to join in membership
will be offered.

Family Promise Returns in October
You can help provide a
temporary home for a
family in need this October when Central
hosts Family Promise.
Several homeless families will stay here at the
church from October

13—20. We are in
need of volunteers to
shop, set up, prepare
and serve meals, host
individual evenings and
over-nights, and more.
Watch for sign up
sheets in the Gathering

Space, and a Sign Up
Genius link in the Friday Email!
Thank you for helping
make Central the wonderful, welcoming place
it is.
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CPC Book Group
The CPC Women’s
Book Group will be
holding their next meeting on Friday, October
18, at the home of Lyle
Brehm. The group meets
at 7:30 p.m. and will be
discussing Educated by
Tara Westover, a nonfiction memoir about the
author’s upbringing in a
Mormon fundamentalist
family in Idaho. This
book, which debuted at
#1 on The New York

Times bestseller list
and was a finalist for a
number of national
awards, will be the focus of a lively discussion.
The CPC Book Group
meets monthly except
for December, July and
August at the homes of
the members. Meetings
are held at 7:30 p.m. on
Fridays and all book
lovers and readers are

welcome. The November book will be Battle
Hymn of the Tiger
Mother by Amy Chua
and that meeting will be
held at the home of
Betty Torrell on November 15. For more
information, please contact Martha Huguet at
908 721-1717 or mhuguet@mrce.com.
New members are always welcome!

A Note from Mission Partner Greater Life
Dear Bill, Kevin & Entire
Missions Committee,
Wednesday, April 4,
We are indeed so hon7:00 p.m.
ored by your Life-giving
Grant
Award
of $15,000
Dramatic,
disturbing
from
Central
Pres
Misnews events can leave
sions!!!
parents speechless.
We
alsojoin
appreciated
KevPlease
us Wednesin's
daycaring
night,visit
Aprilto4,usattoSt.
day,
on
Central's
be- in
Andrews Preschool
half, at our Greater Life
Community Outreach
Center, newly established

Matthew Parker Study
Center.
New Providence for
generosity
afthisYour
informative
parent
fords
urgent
assissession about school
tance
children
safety
andtohow
to man&
families
of
Newage these BIG converark inwith
crisis,
sations
our littles.
and
will
bring
food,
We’ll discuss age-based
and
tipshousing,
on howetc.
to talk
smiles
to
many.
(and listen) to kids

caring Partners
to "the least
of these"
andwhat’s been hapabout
to us, pening recently at
schools. Questions?
Rev.'s MiContact Courtney Malchael &lon
Maria
Westbrook
(caj3t@yahoo.com).
Pres/CEO & VP of Admin & Finance
Greater Life Inc.

May God bless you
for being loving &

Looking to honor or memorialize a loved one? Consider
dedicating Chancel Flowers! November 3 & 10 are still
available. Email EThiel@centralpres.org for details.
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten
The day before children
and families returned, our
Kindergarten teachers
Sharon Dougherty and
Ginny Ilsley got our
bench out of the box,
assembled it and put it in
place. They removed the
plaque from the original
currently breaking and

much worn bench that
was dedicated to the
memory of our beloved
Nikki Harrison. The
plaque was given a place
of honor on the new
bench. What bench am I
talking about? It is the
bench that was earned
from the “Bags to Benches” recycling program.
Central, along with many
area Churches, are all
involved with this program to recycle bags.
The amount collected
benefits one location at a
time. From last spring’s
collection we were the
proud recipient. We
now are the outside collection point for the town
with the bin outside the
school entrance on Elm
St. The bins are also in

the glass hallways and the
school foyer. The Kindergarten children are
tasked with emptying
these sites and using their
math skills to weigh what
is collected. Sharon
Dougherty has been so
generous of her time to
bring the bags to the
main site for this area. It
is a great program with
Churches working together to help each other
and ultimately help
“create a better world”.
Just days before the
bench was put in place
and before all the children and families were in
our halls and classrooms,
all of our teachers spent
two days busily learning
themselves. On Thursday, September 5, we
first had our guest speaker, Margot Tobias, speech
pathologist, present a
workshop on developments language norms
and strategies for facilitating speech in young children. In addition to being
an informative session, it
was a great introduction
as we will continue learning
from her
throughout the
school year.
As a consultant for the
school, she will
visit, observe,
and continue

to share strategies to help
our teachers provide an
exemplary program for all
our children. We were
then given a “kick off to
the start of school” luncheon from our Advisory
Board.
The afternoon was spent
with the first part of the
American Heart Association First Aid course, followed by CPR on the Friday and the second half of
the first aide course that
afternoon. We were
joined by Pastor Deborah,
Amalia and Deifilia for the
Sunday school teachers.
Considering all the time
we spent getting ready for
the start of another year
we don’t look too exhausted! Certainly hoping
we will not have to put
what we learned from
these last two courses in
practice.
Please continue to pray
for the teachers and the
children of your Weekday
Nursery School and Kindergarten.

October 2019
Sun

TueApril
Wed
2019

Mon

Thu

Fri

Every Sunday:

1

2

3

4

8:30a Worship

7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a Scripture Study
7:30p Motet
Choir

7p Crashing
Giants
7:45p HS Praise
Band

7:15a Donuts
with Deborah
5:30p Service at
Central

10a Worship
11:20a Children’s
Choir

Sat

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

9:15a New Member
Orientation
10:15a Sunday
School
11a High Tea
5p WAVE worship

9a Monday
Morning
Moms
12p Hands
On Mission

7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a Scripture Study
7p Communications
7:30p Praise
Band

6:30p Vesper
Bells
7p Crashing
Giants
7:30p Motet
Choir
7:45p HS Praise
Band

7:15a Donuts
10a
with Deborah
Rise to
5:30p Service at Hunger
Central
7:30p Midnight
Run

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

9a Confirmation
Mentors Meeting
10:15a Music & Mission Sunday School
10:15a MS Sunday
School
11a Confirmation
11:15a Lunch Bunch
FAMILY PROMISE

7:30p
Session

11a Group
Spiritual
Dir.
7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a Scripture Study
7:30p 150th
Committee
7:30p Praise
Band

7:15a Donuts
with Deborah

FAMILY
PROMISE

FAMILY
PROMISE

FAMILY
PROMISE

6:30p Bells
7p Crashing
Giants
7:30p Motet
Choir
7:45p HS Praise
Band
FAMILY
PROMISE

FAMILY
PROMISE

FAMILY
PROMISE

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

10:15a Sunday
School
11a 50 Year Member
Reception
11:15a Mack Graham Presentation
5p WAVE Worship

9a Monday
Morning
Moms

9:30a
PW Bible
Study
7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a Scripture Study
12p Mission
with Mommy
7:30p Praise
Band

6:30p Vesper
Bells
7p Crashing
Giants
7:30p Motet
Choir
7:45p HS Praise
Band

7:15a Donuts
with Deborah

27

28

29

30

31

10:15a Sunday
School

9a Circle
for Women
7p P&AS

7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a Scripture Study
7:30p Praise
Band

6:30p Vesper
Bells
7:15p Motet
Choir
8p Halloween
Silent Movie

19
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m. (1st & 3rd Sunday)
Communion is celebrated at all 8:30 and 5:00 p.m.
services, as well as on the first Sunday of the month
during the 10:00 a.m. service.

