
still relying on the faithful 

annual giving of its mem-

bers, Central also meets 

expenses with money 

from an endowment. 

There is concern over 

the long term viability of 
this approach given the 

amount Central has 

been taking from these 

funds, but there is no 

denying that these large 

gifts are a blessing to this 

congregation. And lead-

ers are looking at ways 

to use the facility that 

we have inherited as a 

means to earn financial 

support, not through 

pew rentals, but through 

rentals of rooms and 

spaces. In all of these 

various ways of raising 

financial support, Central 

is simply doing what the 

church has always 

done—namely, adapting 

to changing times, finding 

new ways to pay the 

costs for its ministry and 

mission. 

 

--Pastor Don Steele 

Every fall in the church, 

we start talking about 

stewardship. You hear 

messages on Sunday 

morning. You get let-

ters in the mail. You are 

asked to fill in a “pledge 
card,” indicating the 

amount of money you 

plan to donate to the 

church in the coming 

year. This approach in 

the church to financial 

support has become so 

much a part of the rou-

tine that it is easy to 

assume that this is how 

the church has always 

raised money, like an 

11th Commandment or 

a part of the bylaws, and 

yet it has not always 

been done this way. 

  

Indeed, if you look way 

back in history, church-

es seemed to depend 

on the gifts of a few 

wealthy patrons who 

either gave money or 

endowed a congrega-

tion with the means to 

earn money, largely 

through rentals and 

A Letter from the Senior Pastor:  Central Stewardship 

lease arrangements. In 

the earliest days at Cen-

tral Church, while peo-

ple were encouraged to 

give money to the 

church, most of the op-

erating costs were met 
by pew rentals, a com-

mon practice among 

churches in those days. 

At first, Central folks 

got a better pew as-

signed to them depend-

ing on how their giving 

compared to what eve-

ryone else was giving. 

Later, pews were given 

a value with the more 

expensive pews being 

closer to the pulpit. If 

folks wanted their name 

affixed to the end of a 

pew, reserving that pew 

for them, folks had to 

pay the amount as-

sessed for that pew. It 

was in the mid-1890’s 

that the congregation 

voted to establish a free 

pew system, trusting the 

faithful stewardship of 

members. 

  

Of course, today, while 
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All will remember passing 

Central during winter 

evenings and into spring, 

feeling warmed by the 

lights on our Maple 

Street tree.  These lights 

are particularly special 

for us for they signify the 

thousands of lives that 

wove the tapestry of our 

150th  legacy!  

 

It is thanks to their pio-

neering efforts in 1870 

and beyond that we en-
joy what our Central is 

today.  From the beauti-

ful building, central to 

Summit, to the magnifi-

cent stained glass win-

dows, to the great organ, 

to the devotion to mis-

sion work and outreach.  

We are eternally thankful 

for their vision and de-

termination. 

Tree of Remembrance Lighting: November 17 

We invite all to join us 

on Sunday, November 

17, at 6:30 p.m. for a 

brief program complete 

with bagpiper, thoughts 

for the evening, and love-

ly refreshments as  the 

“Tree of Remembrance” 

is lit once again. 

 

Seating will be provided 

on the Maple Street lawn;  

in case of inclement 

weather, the program 

will be held in the Sanc-
tuary. 

 

If you would like to con-

tribute to the finger 

foods being served, 

please contact Donna at 

908-858-6757 or dmor-

gansteele@comcast.net.  

She would appreciate the 

help! 

 

Join us once again as we 

continue on our journey 

to our May 2020 mile-

stone! 

Young Adult Mission Trip 

Young adults—are you interested in serv-

ing over the January school break?  We are 

looking at a mission trip for ages 18 to 25 

to aid in flood recovery.  If interested, 

please contact Pastor Deborah at DHug-

gins@centralpres.org. 
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WAVE in November 

Presbyterian Women 

WAVE, Central’s con-

temporary service, 

meets twice in Novem-

ber: Sunday, November 

3, and Sunday, Novem-

ber 17. 

 
Pastor Deborah Hug-

gins will preach at the 

November 3 WAVE. 

On November 17, we 

will host a Bridges mis-

sion night—during 

WAVE we will work 

on preparing meals for 

the next Bridges Run. 

 
WAVE starts at 5:00 

p.m. in the Auditorium, 

and features the Cen-

tral Praise Band.  A 

light supper is served, 

and there are activi-

ties for children, as 

well. 

 

Come as you are, and 

check out this lovely 
service! 

 

 

The Presbyterian 

Women have been en-

joying a study of the 

Ten Commandments 

and learning new things 

about a familiar topic.  

Their Bible Study con-
tinues on the third 

Tuesday of each month 

(Nov. 19 this time) at 

9:30 a.m.   

 

Special PW October 

meetings were the NE 

Synod meeting in Stoney 

Point, NY, and the Mon-
mouth Presbytery Fall 

Gathering on October 

26. 

Save the date: 

Holiday Potluck on 

Tuesday, Decem-

ber 10, featuring 

Ted Chletsos, ten-

or.  The kindergar-

ten children will 
also sing!  Begins at 

10:45 a.m. in the 

Auditorium. 

a series of sermons 

in November, based 

on I Timothy 6:17-19.  

 

Join us as he explores 

the following topics: 

 

November 3: In God 

We Trust 

 

November 10: Faith 

Filled Financial Planning 

 

Sermon Series: Be Rich...Live Faithfully 

Most of us are rich.  

 

Maybe you don’t think 

of yourself that way, 

but compared to the 

rest of the world, most 

of us are rich. And yet, 

how can we be rich 

and still be faithful fol-

lowers of Christ? Pas-

tor Steele will be ex-

ploring that question in 

November 17:  

Divinely Diversified 

Investing 

 

Learn how to be 

rich while we live 

faithfully! 
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Do you feel like you have no more time to volunteer?  Here are 10 easy things 

you can do this month that won’t crowd your schedule: 

 

1. Be a social media warrior – follow the church on Facebook and Instagram, and 

comment on and share our posts. 

2. Write a positive review about the church on Google. 

3. Contribute to the November food drive to benefit SHIP. 

4. Sign up to make sandwiches for or to go on the Bridges Run on Nov 13. 

5. Return your pledge form by Stewardship Sunday (Nov. 17) so the budget 

team can plan next year’s budget.  

6. Attend WAVE on Nov 17 to help with a Bridges mission project and learn 

more about Bridges.   

7. Sign up to assist in a Sunday School Class – for one day, or more!  

8. Support the Nursery School’s “Bags to Benches” project by bringing in your 

plastic bags and film for recycling.   

9. While traveling over the holidays, collect hotel toiletries for our homeless 

missions.   

10. Take photos at Central events and send them to JThiemann@centralpres.org 

 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ACYBGNSVG4kLoSjbGxRR4BTKiIGMwxthjw%3A1571408414429&source=hp&ei=HsqpXd2jFrCK5wKOz7SYBQ&q=central+presbyterian+church+summit+nj&oq=centralpres&gs_l=psy-ab.1.3.0i10j0j0i10l8.6570.7965..12240...0.0..0.160.1374.0j11......0....1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044ba8a929a5ff2-midweek


Wednesday, April 4, 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 

 
 
 
 

 

150 Years High Tea a First Class Event 
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sandwiches and 

more and the clean-

up/put away 

folks.  Also, 

thanks to those who 

lent their special 

serving pieces to add 
that touch of ele-

gance! 

 

"It takes a village" 

and we certainly ex-

perience that as 

many enjoyed the 

7th Anniversary 

event!  Congratula-

tions to all! 

ing enjoyed by all! 

 

And while conversation 

rallied to the harp music 

overhead, the Twinings 

Tea presentation be-

gan.  Thanks to Noni 
Mac Pherson, guests 

learned about the histo-

ry and development of 

tea. 

 

Our gratitude goes out 

to Susan Peterson and 

Pat Resnick, organizers, 

and Dorothy Burger, set 

up coordinator and the 

many dedicated volun-

teers who baked for 

more than 6 hours at 

Susan's, those special 

Sunday helpers arriving 

at 8:00 a.m. to make 

What a special 150th 

Celebration event oc-

curred last month!  As 

the congregation en-

tered our Auditorium 

they were surprised and 

excited to see how love-
ly and inviting all the ta-

bles looked!  And 

THEN, after Rev. 

Steele's greeting, in filed 

the many "Tea Servers," 

in period costume, ready 

to serve and replenish all 

the delicious offer-

ings.  From tea sand-

wiches, to specialty 

bread with cream 

cheese, to butter cook-

ies and finally, the deli-

cious SCONES en-

hanced with clotted 

cream.....it was an offer-

gether in this effort to 

battle hunger insecuri-

ties. 

 

Thank you to everyone 

involved! 

Twenty thousand sus-

tainable meals were 

packaged at Central on 

October 12 in a collabo-

rative effort between 

Central, The Summit 

Lions, Togetherhood/

Summit Area YMCA, 

and Rise Against Hun-

ger. 

 

More than 125 volun-

teers from across the 

community came to-

Rise Against Hunger Event at Central Packages 20,000 meals  

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Children & Youth 

My aunt put foil-

wrapped turkeys at 

each of our places. We 

would come in the 

door, and before our 

coats were off, and our 

hats were tucked into 
our sleeves, I would 

race to the table to find 

my place, to see if the 

turkeys were there.  

 

“I think they were big-

ger last year?” “Do you 

think they are hollow 

or solid?”  

 

The younger cousins 

would start our con-

versations, eyeing the 

table all afternoon.  

 

In farming communities, 

thanksgiving is a time, 

after the harvest, to 

relax and to give thanks 

for the growing season- 

to celebrate what went 

well. Most of us don’t 

live on farms in our 

country, but we still set 

aside that fourth Thurs-

day in November to 

give thanks for the year

- to give thanks for 

what our year has 

brought us, to remem-

ber all of the hard 

work, and the joys that 

have come to us during 

the year.  

In years where things 

have not gone as well 

as we hoped, we can 

think about those 

Thanksgiving turkeys. It 

turns out that my aunt 

was the most amazing 

mom and aunt and 

friend, but she was not 

a cook. My aunt pur-

chased 100% of our 

thanksgiving from the 

ready-made and canned 

food section of Kroger. 

So even though the 

turkey was slimy, the 

cranberry sauce still 

had rings on it, and the 

potatoes were a little 

chalky, there was al-

ways something sweet 

and delicious. There 

was always the choco-

late turkey to look for-

ward to.  

 

Many of us look for-
ward to Thanksgiving. 

We have our tradi-

tions: turkey and gravy, 

time with family, foot-

ball and parades. We 

have traditions where 

we give thanks for our 

blessings- remembering 

all of the good things in 

our lives. My prayer 

this year is that even if 

it’s been a tough year 

for you or your family, 

that you can still find 

and celebrate those 

moments of joy, those 

blessings, those gifts 

from God, those foil 

wrapped chocolate tur-

keys, and that you will 

be able to give thanks.  

-Pastor Deborah  

Huggins 

Is you child interested in a speaking part in the Christmas 

Pageant this year?  Contact Pastor Deborah at 

DHuggins@centralpres.org! 



Wednesday, April 4, 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 
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Have You Changed Your Phone Number, Email, or Address? 

The church office is 

updating our records 

and would like to have 

the most recent con-

tact information for its 

members.  If you have 

given up your landline, 
preferring to use just 

your cell phone,  or 

have a new landline 

number, please contact 

Evelyn Thiel  to give 

her your cur-

rent  number and let 

her know if you want 

that number to appear 
in the next member 

directory.  Also let Eve-

lyn know if you have 

moved, or if you have a 

new email address.  

You can email the in-

formation to Evelyn at 

ethiel@centralpres.org. 
 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
mailto:ethiel@centralpres.org
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Senior Lunch Bunch: November 10 

know if you are willing 

to do some reading.  

No practice is re-

quired!  

 

Please RSVP to Donna 

Steele at 908-858-6757 

The Senior Lunch 

Bunch will gather on 

Sunday, November 10, 

after the 10:00 a.m. 

service. Donna would 

like to do some inter-

active things with the 

group, so please let her 

or by email at dmor-

gansteele@comcast.net 

Cost is $5 per person 

unless you bring food to 

share with the group. 
 

Hope to see you there. 

-Donna 

New Members Join Central 

come an official mem-

ber. 

 

John & Pat Kieser of 

Summit also joined last 

month.   

 

Are YOU interested in 

learning more about 

Central Church?  Join 

Pastor Don Steele and 

In October, 3 people 

became members of 

Central Church.  

Please make them wel-

come! 

 

Edward (Ted) Bryant of 

Maplewood has been in 

the Motet Choir for 

some time, but has be-

members of Session in 

the Lounge on Sun-

day, November 3, at 

9:15 a.m. for the next 

New Member Orienta-

tion. Ask questions, 

and learn more about 

our church and denom-

ination.  An opportuni-

ty to join in member-

ship will be offered. 

Chaos to Calm Hosts TODAY in NY Anchor Kerry Barrett 

Chaos to Calm, Cen-

tral’s TV show on 

HTTV hosted by Rev. 

Noelle Kirchner, will 

welcome former  

TODAY in New York an-

chor Kerry Barret in 

November. 

 

Kerry has risen in the 

ranks of broadcasting 

in spite of a fear of 

public speaking.  She 

will talk with Noelle 

about risk and empow-

erment on the next 

episode to air. 

 

The episode will be 

available for viewing on 

HTTV (Verizon chan-

nel 33 and Comcast 

channel 36), in the fol-

lowing timeslots: 

Mon-Wed-Fri at 3:00 

p.m.; Tues-Thurs at 

9:30 a.m.; and Sundays 

at 7:00 & 9:30 p.m.  

Chaos to Calm episodes 

are also available on 

Central’s website, cen-

tralpres.org. 

 

The subject of risk and 

empowerment  ties 

into Rev. Kirchner’s 

recent series How to 

Live Your Life Purpose on 

her blog.  Visit  

noellekirchner.com/  

to read more. 

mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
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7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 
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Perhaps you have no-

ticed the work being 

done around the church 

this fall.  The renova-

tions that began last 

spring are continuing! 

 

To date, several stained-

glass windows have been 

removed and sent out 

for restoration.  The 

first has been returned, 

while the Tiffany win-

dows will be gone until 

next spring. 

Plastering work and 

painting around the 

windows have recently 

been completed. 

Re-installation of the 

pipe organ will happen 

over the first few 

weeks of November. 

 

Repairs to the exterior 

masonry are underway 

(you most likely have 

seen the lift they use in 

the driveway).  We ex-

pect the masonry work 

to continue into 

November, but it is 

contingent upon the 

weather remaining 

above freezing. 

 

The Sanctuary lighting 

has been upgraded, with 

a few smaller lights yet 

to be done, including 

lighting the bell tables. 

 

Thank you for your pa-

tience as this work im-

proves our facility! 

Renovation Update 

Page 9 

Sunday, December 1, is 

the next Pickup Choir.  

Come sing a fun song—

Pick Up Choir: December 1 

with no commitments, 

and no robes!  Arrive 

at 9:00 a.m. for re-

hearsal, and sing at 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Living Nativity: December 8 

Mark your calendars! 

We'll be holding 

our  Living Nativity 

on Sunday, December 

8.  Please plan to join us 

on Central's  Maple 

Street lawn,  where live 

animals and costumed 

actors will re-enact the 

first Christmas. The Na-

tivity will run from 4:30 

to 5:30 p.m.  outside, and 

inside we'll have carol 

singing,  crafts, cookies 

and cocoa in the auditori-

um,  while being enter-

tained by our amazing 

Praise Band. 

 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten 

How well do you know 

your Nursery School and 

Kindergarten?   

 

We keep evolving, and 

are continually striving to 

improve and grow.  This 

has been an especially 

exciting year with two 

very strong additions to 

our program.  Karen 

Gaeta who has been and 

continues to be our 

Reading Specialist for our 

Kindergarten has taken 

an additional responsibil-

ity as Curriculum Coordi-

nator.  

 

With her Master’s in Edu-

cation and ten years’ ex-

perience teaching in the 

public school system, Ka-

ren brings a high level of 

expertise.   During her 

now full-time hours she 

works with all the 3’s, 4’s, 

Almost 5’s and Kinder-

garten classes.    Evidence 

of her enthusiasm can be 

felt throughout the wing.  

As she works with each 

team of teachers, the 

challenge becomes a bal-

ance act of staying true to 

being play-based, while 

introducing more and 

more academic expecta-

tions and still striving for 

a calm, nurturing, happy 

place to learn and grow.   

She spends time with 

each class; meets monthly 

with each team of teach-

ers; and shares all the 

positives she sees hap-

pening from room to 

room.   She supports and 

gives guidance and has 

been a motivating force! 

 

The second exciting addi-

tion is we now have Mar-

got Tobias, Speech 

Pathologist on staff as a 

consultant. Read more 

about her at 

www.margotobias.com. 

 

With October being the 

first full month of school 

we have enjoyed Mar-

got’s expertise once a 

week.  She comes in and 

spends time each visit in 

three different class-

rooms for approximately 

20 minutes.  Through 

playing with the children 

she is able to make ob-

servations with a keen 

ear for speech clarity and 

language usage in any giv-

en group.  During the 

second half of her time, 

room by room the teach-

ers are relieved with sub-

stitute coverage so we 

can all meet together.  

She shares her thoughts, 

and has teachers share 

what is a typical day since 

she admits she just sees a 

“snippet”.  It has very 

productive as strategies 

are bounced back and 

forth to keep facilitating 

language in these im-

portant early years.   

With her time we also 

become more confident 

in identifying which chil-

dren would benefit from 

speech intervention.  We 

can share several options 

for families to pursue if 

this need arises.  

  

These two additions have 

been the “support” that is 

the theme of this school 

year.  These resources 

continue to help us meet 

each child where they are 

developmentally and keep 

moving them forward.  

Each child is unique and 

precious! 

 

Open House Tours are 

set for the 2020-2021 

school year: 

 

Tuesday, November 12, 

from 9:15 -11:15 a.m. 

 

Wednesday, November 

13, Evening Information 

Kindergarten Session 7:30 

p.m. 

 

Friday, November 15 from 

9:15 -11:15 a.m. 

 

RSVP wnskof-

fice@gmail.com or call the 

school 908-273-0484! 

 

Help us spread the word! 

mailto:wnskoffice@gmail.com
mailto:wnskoffice@gmail.com


April 2019 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Every Sunday: 
 

8:30a Worship 

10a Worship 

11a Take Ten 

11:20a Children’s 

Choir 

    1  

7:15 a  

Donuts with 

Deborah 

 

5:30p Service 

at Central 

 

7:30p Mid-

night Run 

2 

3  
9a CFM Meeting 
 

9:15a New Member 

Orientation 
 

10:15a Sunday School 
 

11a Confirmation 
 

5p WAVE 

4  

12p Hands 

On Mission 

5   

 

6 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 

 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

7  

 

8 
 

9 

10 
10a Family Worship—

no Sunday School 

11:15a Lunch Bunch 

11 
9a Monday 

Morning 

Moms 

7:30p Session 

12 
9:30a PW 

Coord. Team 

11a Group 

Spiritual Dir. 

7p Eport  

Tutoring 

13 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 

12p Mission 

w/Mommy 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

14 
6:30p Vesper 

Bells 

7p Crashing Gi-

ants 

7:30p Motet 

Choir 

7:45p HS Praise 

Band 

15 
7:15 a  

Donuts with 

Deborah 

5:30p Service 

at Central 

 

 

16 

17 Stewardship  

       Sunday 
10:15a Sunday School 

5p WAVE 

6:30p Tree of Remem-

brance 

18 

9a CCW 

7:30p Dea-

cons 

7:30p Mis-

sion 

19 

9:30a PW 

Bible Study 

7p Eport  

Tutoring 

 

 

20 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

21 
6:30p Vesper 

Bells 

7p Crashing Gi-

ants 

7:30p Motet 

Choir 

22 
7:15 a  

Donuts with 

Deborah 

23 

24 
10:15a Sunday School 

25 
9a Monday 

Morning 

Moms 

26 
7p Eport  

Tutoring 

27 28 
Thanksgiving 
(Church closed) 

29 
(Church 

closed) 

30 

November 2019 
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