
seems that Central’s first 

Christmas service was in 

1912 when the Session 

voted to hold a short, 45 

minute service on 

Christmas morning. We 

do know that, by that 
point, Christmas was 

finally on the congrega-

tion’s calendar at Cen-

tral! And from the 

wreathes hanging in the 

Sanctuary to the Living 

Nativity on the Maple 

Street lawn to the 

Christmas Eve worship 

services with children 

and candles, I love 

Christmas at Central in 

all its aspects, sacred as 

well as secular. Indeed, 

maybe it is that mixture 

of secular and sacred in 

a Central Christmas that 

is what I really love 

most, because it allows 

for a warm welcome to 

all, family and friends, 

neighbors and strangers, 

children of God, each 

and every one. 

 

--Pastor Don Steele 

Christmas is one of my 

favorite holidays. I love 

the decorations. I love 

the special food. I love 

the music, sacred and 

secular. I love Christ-

mas.  
 

And yet, we Presbyteri-

ans have not always 

been so positive about 

the holiday. Indeed, 

when the Reformation 

happened in Scotland in 

the 16th century, those 

earliest Presbyterians 

refused to celebrate 

Christmas, correctly 

pointing out that De-

cember 25 was an old 

“pagan” holiday that had 

nothing to do with Je-

sus. Indeed, the Bible 

seems to indicate, in 

Luke, that Jesus was 

born, not in the winter, 

but in the spring, when 

it would be more typical 

for shepherds to be 

“living in the fields, 

keeping watch over 

their flocks by 

night” (Luke 2:8). And 

in colonial America, in 

A Letter from the Senior Pastor:  Central Christmas 

those areas settled by 

Presbyterians, Christ-

mas was treated just like 

any other day with 

stores open and people 

going about their regu-

lar business. 
 

It was not until the mid-

19th Century that Pres-

byterians seemed to 

begin to get comfortable 

celebrating Christmas, 

but then most decidedly 

not as a religious holi-

day. They celebrated 

the day, not at church, 

but at home; in many 

ways keeping Christ 

OUT of Christmas. And 

while local Presbyterian 

congregations might 

have started Christmas 

or Christmas Eve wor-

ship services earlier, it 

was less than 100 years 

ago when the Presbyter-

ian Church officially rec-

ognized Christmas as a 

church celebration, a 

religious observance. 

 

While we cannot be ab-

solutely certain, it 
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Family Christmas Eve 

Worship with Pageant 

 

7:30 p.m.  

Musical Prelude 

 

8:00 p.m. 

Candlelight  

Christmas Eve Worship  
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Christmas Eve at Central 

The 4:00 p.m. family 

worship service on 

Christmas Eve is per-

fect for the young and 

the young at heart. 

With music from our 

church’s children, an 

adorable pageant that 

includes walk-on roles, 

and glow sticks in place 

of candles to help us 

celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, this service puts 

the JOY in Joy to the 

World.  

A musical Prelude be-

gins at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary, leading into 

our Candlelight Christ-

mas Eve service. This 

festival of song is not to 

be missed! 

Our 8:00 p.m. service on 

Christmas Eve is filled 

with the gorgeous music 

of Christmas offered by 

candlelight in our Sanc-

tuary and ending with 

the traditional candlelit 

singing of “Silent Night.” 

Featuring our own high 

school seniors, we read 

the story of Jesus’s birth 

as found in the Bible. 

The hour long ser-

vice is perfect for 

young and old who 

love the traditional 

music of Christ-

mas! 

2:12. Built on a ser-

mon and children’s 

book by Barbara 

Brown Taylor, and a 

song by James Taylor, 

join us Sunday morn-

ings in December to 

experience what it 

means in your life to 

go home by another 

Home By Another Way: December Sermon Series 

In the Gospel of Mat-

thew, after visiting Je-

sus, we are told that 

the wise men, “being 

warned of God in a 

dream that they should 

not return to Herod, 

they departed into 

their own country an-

other way” Matthew 

way, returning to 

what’s normal in 

your life, but trans-

formed by an en-

counter with 

Christ, changed, 

seeing everything 

new. 

WAVE Christmas: December 15 

Wear your ugly Christ-

mas sweater to WAVE 

on Sunday, December 

15, at 5:00 p.m., and 

come decorate cookies 

during this contempo-

rary worship service.  

The celebration of 

Christmas includes a 

performance by the 

Central Praise Band, and 

a free dinner.  Fun, re-

laxed, and come-as-you-

are, WAVE is what your 

Christmas season needs. 
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Wednesday, April 4, 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 

 
 
 
 

 

Midnight Run: It Takes A Village 

Page 5  

er prepared items into 

New York City 

with support of 

chaperones, hosts 
and drivers. We 

brought in boots, 

socks, underwear, 

pants, sweaters, 

gloves, and more, 

along with coffee, 

lunches, oranges, 

and countless 

smiles and expres-

sions of care and 

gratitude. 

  

More than 250 

people from Cen-

tral Church worked 

together to feed 

and clothe over 

250 people in need.  

  

THANK YOU to 

everyone who 

helped in any way 

with this vital mis-

sion. 

  

The Central village 

comes together every 

season for these Mid-

night Runs.  Please 

consider lending your 
time and support to 

an upcoming Run. Our 

next Run will be Janu-

ary 7, and we are col-

lecting toiletries in Jan-

Jen Giusto at Mission 

and Music. 

  

The Eport Tutors and 

their students spent time 

preparing lunches for 

the Runs under the di-
rection of Sarah Engle 

and Ellen Burchenal with 

help from Pastor Debo-

rah. The tutors also 

helped us organize and 

inventory our supplies  

in-between the runs.  

  

Our Service at Central 

middle schoolers were 

joined by Spanish-

speaking youth from an 

ESL program Central 

supports, with support 

from our High School 

leaders and chaperones. 

The Middle Schoolers 

prepared cookies, sand-

wiches, and soup, gath-

ered all the supplies to-

gether and got them 

ready to ship out.  

 

The mid-week Bridges 

runs were staffed by fan-

tastic adult volunteers, 

bringing lunches and 

fresh fruit along with 

supplies from Bridges 

like hoodies and under-
wear.  

 

On Friday nights, the 

High Schoolers packed 

and delivered all the oth-

This Fall, Central has 

been busy caring for the 

homeless and hungry in 

our region by partnering 

with Midnight Run and 

Bridges Outreach by 

supporting two Midnight 
Runs and two Bridges 

Runs. Both of these 

groups bring food, sup-

plies and clothing direct-

ly into the hands of peo-

ple living on the streets 

of New York City. 

  

These four runs at Cen-

tral this fall began with 

the Members in Mission 

and Hands On Mission 

Team, which supports 

Bridges and Midnight 

Run and scheduled our 

participation.  The teams 

ran collection drives, 

which the entire congre-

gation participated in, 

and shopped for other 

needed items. 

  

Then in September, Oc-

tober and November, 

our littlest missionaries 

at Mission with Mommy, 

led by Pippa Riley and 

Joanna Santiago, pre-

pared socks and under-

wear, lunches and sand-
wiches for distribution.  

  

Our elementary children 

prepared hygiene kits 

with Kim Genualdi and 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Children & Youth 

Christmas time can 

easily become over-

whelming - especially 

with the gift list. We 

worry about finding the 

right gifts for our kids, 

their teachers and 
coaches, our parents 

and our spouses. The 

perfect gift, we think, 

will be useful and help-

ful, and let our family 

know that they are 

loved. It’s almost 

enough to make us just 

stop at the gift card 

rack at CVS to take 

care of all of our shop-

ping.  

 

One trend in gift giving 

that many of us under-

stand is the gift of ex-

periences. Many of us 

have started to focus 

more on making mem-

ories with our families 

by going on trips or 

going to concerts, plays 

or events instead of 

collecting things to 

clutter up our china 

cabinets and linen clos-

ets. Maybe we can take 

this impulse just a bit 

further. 

 
This Christmas, maybe 

we can help our kids 

see the gifts that they 

already have. Each one 

of us was created by 

God, each one of us 

has gifts and a purpose. 

One of the things that 

we can think about this 

Christmas, is helping 

our kids get to know 

the gifts that God has 
given them.  

 

Five ways to help your 

kids discover their gifts 

this Christmas: 

 

1. Pray for your 

kids. Praying for 

your kids is one of 

the most powerful 

things that you can 

do for your kids at 

any age. St. Augus-

tine said “give me 

praying mothers 

[and fathers] and I 

will rescue the 

world.” During Ad-

vent, when we wait 

for God, pray for 

your children to 

unwrap as many 

spiritual gifts as pa-

per wrapped ones.  

2. Talk about your 

spiritual gifts 

with your chil-

dren. Are you 

good at math? Lan-

guages? Art? Tell 
your kids, and tell 

them how these 

God given talents 

have helped you in 

your life. “I always 

felt like my gift for 

languages was a gift 

from God. It has 

really helped me in 

my work as an ana-

lyst- I’m good at 

finding patterns.” 
3. Label your child’s 

gifts. If you notice 

a talent in your 

kids, tell them. Be 

as specific as possi-

ble, and be sure to 

let them know that 

their talents are 

gifts from God. You 

could say, “you 

have a real talent 

for math- you can 

easily see the pat-

terns around you, 

what a great gift 

that God has given 

you.” 

4. Allow for failure. 

When a child ex-

plores a new activi-

ty or tries develop-

ing a talent, some-

times they will learn 

that they don’t like 

it. That’s not only 

ok- it’s fantastic. 

We can learn as 

much from our fail-

ures as our success-

es. As parents, we 
can model taking 

risks and failing, and 

we can celebrate 

that our kids are 

willing to try things 

Continued next page 
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Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-
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Youth & Children, continued 

that are hard, with-

out always succeed-

ing. 

5. Engage in service. 

One of the most 

powerful ways that 

you can nurture your 
child’s gifts is by 

teaching them to be 

generous. It turns 

out that generosity 

is a skill, just like 

any other, that gets 

stronger with more 

practice. Spending 

time in service is 

one way that you 
can build capacity 

and confidence in 

your child. Engaging 

in service teaches 

children that they 

have an abundance 

of gifts- 

enough for 

themselves, 

and enough 
to share.  

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Senior Lunch Bunch: December 1 

we will share with each 

other. A white ele-

phant is something you 

already have that you 

don't want anymore 

but someone else 

might enjoy. Please 

bring it wrapped.  

Senior Lunch Bunch 

will meet on Sunday, 

December 1 ( note the 

date change) for lunch, 

Christmas carols, 

cookie swap and a 

white elephant gift ex-

change. Please bring 

cookies if you can and 

Cost is $5 per person 

unless you bring food to 

share (other than cook-

ies). Please RSVP to 

Donna at dmor-

gansteele@comcast.net 

or 908-858-6757.  

Hope to see you there! 

New Members Join Central 

Central received five 

new members in No-

vember: 

 

Jennifer-Lauren and 

Sean Foy, who have a 

baby, Logan, who was 

baptized here in Sep-

tember. 

 

Louisa Adams & Jimmy 

Traum, who have a 

 

daughter, Penelope, 

who will be baptized 

here on December 1 

 

Stephanie Sen, who has 

3 children—Josephine 

(5), Simone (2 1/2), and 

Penelope (8 months) 

who will be baptized 

here in February. 

 

Open House at the Manse: December 15 

Pastor Don and 

Donna Steele in-

vite you to an 

open house at the 

Manse (10 War-

wick Road, Sum-

mit) on Sunday, 

December 15 im-

mediately follow-

ing the end of the 

10:00 a.m. worship 

service. Not only 

will this give you a 

chance to celebrate 

Christmas, but it will 

also be a chance to cel-

ebrate our choir fol-

lowing the Sunday 

morning service which 

will feature our choir. 

There will be all sorts 

of good things to eat 

and drink along with 

good conversations. 

Don and Donna hope 

that you will plan to 

join them for this high-

light in their Christmas 

celebration! 

mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
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We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Page 9  

 
 

 Page 9 

Sunday, December 1, is 

the next Pickup Choir.  

Come sing a fun song—

Pick Up Choir: December 1 

with no commitments, 

and no robes!  Arrive 

at 9:00 a.m. for re-

hearsal, and sing at 

10:00 a.m. 

 

10:00 a.m. Worship:  December 29 

The Sunday after Christ-

mas, December 29, there 

will be only one worship 

service at Central, held at 

10:00 a.m. in the Sanctu-

ary.  The 8:30 a.m. service 

and WAVE at 5:00 p.m. 

will return the following 

week. 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Chaos To Calm with Noelle Kirchner 

welcomes Kathleen 

Smith, founder of 

MorphMom, who dis-

cusses risk at midlife. 

The show focuses on the 

risks worth taking, espe-

cially as they relate to 

women and midlife.  This 

topic ties in with No-

elle’s recent blog series 

How to Live Your Life Pur-

pose, which can be found 

at 

www.noellekirchner.com 

 
Kerry Barrett is an Em-

my Award-winning TV 

news anchor, reporter, 

and broadcaster.  For-

merly affiliated with TO-

DAY in NY, Kerry has 

also appeared on the 

Weather Channel, NBC, 

ABC, and Fox TV sta-

tions in markets across 

the country.  She is also 

the mom of three chil-

dren. 

 

Kathleen Smith is the 

founder or MorphMom 

and a lawyer who real-

ized how difficult it was 

We have spiritual re-

sources at our fingertips 

to empower us.  God has 

a plan for our lives, and 

embodying that plan in 

its entirety is our greatest 

joy and fulfillment. Risk is 

woven throughout the 

stories of many charac-

ters in the Bible; we can 

learn from those stories 

and memorize key scrip-

ture verses to equip us 

when we feel afraid. 

 
A new episode of 

Chaos to Calm with 

Noelle Kirchner will 

air this month on 

Hometowne TV, 

titled, Overcoming 

Fear, Taking Risk at 

Midlife. 

 

In this episode, 

Noelle talks with 

NBC’s former TODAY 

in NY anchor, Kerry 

Barrett, about how she 

overcame her fear of 

public speaking to rise 

in the broadcasting 

world.  Noelle also 

to reenter the work-

force after staying home 

with her three children.  

Her passion is helping 

women reconnect with 

their passions, whether 

a career, hobby, or vol-

unteerism.  MorphMom 

hosts individual and 

large-scale events, a 

weekly radio show, and 

a podcast called 

MorphMom Moments 

that have equipped and 

inspired thousands. 
 

Chaos to Calm may be 

seen on HTTV, channel 

36 on Comcast, and 

channel 33 on Verizon.  

Showtimes are Mon-

days, Wednesdays, and 

Fridays at 3:00 p.m., 

Tuesday and Thursdays 

at 9:30 a.m., and Sun-

days at 7:00 and 9:30 

p.m.  You may also link 

to the show via the 

church website,  

centralpres.org. 

2020 Flower Chart 

The Flower Chart for 

2020 has been posted 

outside the Sanctuary 

at the top of the Glass 

Hallway ramp.  You are 

invited to choose a 

date to honor or me-

morialize a loved one 

by donating Chancel 

flowers.  You may also 

email Evelyn at 

EThiel@centralpres.org. 
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Do you feel like you have no more time to volunteer?  Here are 10 easy things 

you can do this month for your church that won’t crowd your schedule: 

 

1.  Take an ornament tag from the Sharing Tree and purchase a gift for a 

child in need this holiday season. 

2.  Sing in the Pick Up Choir on December 1. 

3.  Bake cookies for the Living Nativity on December 8. 

4.  Make sure to get all 2019 monetary donations to the church in by 

December 30 for proper posting. 

5.  Donate warm gloves, hats and scarves for distribution during our win-

ter Midnight Runs. 

6.  Share our December event posts on Facebook and Instagram. 

7.  While travelling over the holidays, collect hotel toiletries for our 

homeless missions 

8.  Subscribe to the church YouTube Channel (Central Presbyterian), and 

leave a positive review. 

9.  Come to WAVE’s Ugly Sweater Christmas Celebration on December 

15, and decorate cookies. 

10. Make a contribution to the Capital Campaign. 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten 

Attitude of Gratitude!  

We have so much to be 

thankful for.  With an 

amazing team of 35 the 

school is top notch.  As 

we gear up for registra-

tion for the 2020-2021 

school year, our Open 

House tours were well 

attended.  The volunteers 

who gave the tours, PTO 

Board Members and Ad-

visory Board Members 

did the school proud with 

their enthusiasm and 

knowledge of our pro-

gram.  As each person 

returned to our Lobby, I 

was able to meet with 

them and answer any fur-

ther questions.  All who 

came in left thrilled with 

what they saw.  We had a 

grandmother here with 

her daughter looking at 

the school, recently re-

tired as an educational 

consultant with a long 

career in early childhood 

education and she could-

n’t say enough positive 

things about our school.  

We had a Second grade 

teacher looking for her 

little one and she left feel-

ing this was the best 

place for her child!  

 

 Clearly the accolades are 

due to the dedication, 

professionalism and hard 

work that our teachers 

provide for the children 

in their care! 

 

Our Kindergarten teach-

ers had a busy fall spend-

ing many Saturdays with 

enriching professional 

development opportuni-

ties.    They were able to 

go once again to the 

Teacher’s College at Co-

lumbia University for the 

Reading and Writing 

Workshop.   This year’s 

keynote speaker was Pe-

ter Reynolds, the author 

of children favorite 

books, Dot, Ish and many 

others.   The following 

week they met the au-

thor Audrey Penn, author 

for the favorite, Kissing 

Hand at the fall NJAKE 

(New Jersey Association 

Kindergarten Educators).  

Pictured here is the also 

the storybook character, 

“Chester” from her 

books.  They brought 

back several signed cop-

ies of her many books for 

our Library!   Our teach-

ers are required to have 

12 hours of professional 

development each year 

by State Licensing.  Our 

Kindergarten teachers 

average 4 and 5 times 

that amount! 

December is a wonderful 

month teaching the chil-

dren about generosity as 

they participate in the 

“hats and mittens” drive 

for the Santa Claus Shop 

affiliated with SHIP.  Our 

families contributed also 

to CPC’s food drive. 

 

The halls fill with excite-

ment with Christmas just 

weeks away.  The 4-year 

old classes and Kindergar-

ten spend time preparing 

for the Christmas Pag-

eants that will be shared 

with their families in the 

Chapel on December 17th 

and 18th,  a beautiful tradi-

tion here at the Nursery 

School and Kindergarten 

that provides a sweet re-

minder of what Christmas 

is all about, amongst the 

hustle and bustle of the 

season.   The younger 

classes get to be the audi-

ence for their dress re-

hearsals and celebrate the 

birth of Jesus with lots of 

stories and child friendly 

nativities in the class-

rooms.   We have been so 

happy with our new Music 

Teacher this year, Natalie 

Dougherty.  With the Pag-

eants we will be welcom-

ing back from retirement, 

Clancy Lubrano to accom-

pany.  It will be wonderful.  

You are all welcome.  Just 

contact us at 908-273-

0484. 

Merry Christmas and Hap-

py New Year! 



April 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 8:30a Worship 

9a CFM Meeting 
 

9:15a New Member Ori-

ent. 
 

10a Family Worship 
 

11a Angel Choir 
 

11:15a Sr. Lunch 

Bunch 
 

2  
9a CCW 
 

7p Person-

nel Team 

 

3 
7p Eport  

Tutoring 
 

7p Finance Team 

4 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

 

5 
6:30p Vesper 

Bells 
 

7p Crashing 

Giants 
 

7:30p Motet 

Choir 
 

7:45p HS 

Praise Band 

6 
7:15a Do-

nuts with 

Deborah 
 

5:30p Ser-

vice at Cen-

tral 

7 
10:30a 

Nativity 

Costume 

Fittings 

8   8:30a Worship 
 

10a Worship 
 

10:15a Music & Mis-

sion Sun. School 
 

10:15a MS Sun. School 
 

11a Confirmation 
 

11a Angel Choir 
 

11:20 Children’s Choir 
 

12p Pageant Rehearsal 
 

4:30p Living Nativity 

9 
9a Monday 

Morning 

Moms 
 

5:30p HS 

Praise 

Band 
 

7:30p Ses-

sion 

10 
10:30a PW Pro-

gram & Luncheon 
 

11a Group Spiritu-

al Direction 
 

7p Eport  

Tutoring 

 

 

 

 

11 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 
 

12p Mission 

with Mom 
 

7p Crashing 

Giants 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

12 
6:30p Bells & 

Choir 
 

7:30p Motet 

Choir 

 
 

13 
5:30p Ser-

vice at Cen-

tral 

14 
1p Sara 

Rand 

Memori-

al 

15   8:30a Worship 
 

10a Worship 
 

10:15a Sunday School 
 

11a Angel Choir 
 

11:15a Open House at 

Manse 
 

11:20 Children’s Choir 
 

5p WAVE Christmas 

16 17 
7p Eport  

Tutoring 

18 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

19 
6:30p Vesper 

Bells 

7p Crashing 

Giants 

7:30p Motet 

Choir 

7:45p HS 

Praise Band 

20 
7:15a  

Donuts with 

Deborah 
 

7:30p Harp 

Concert 

21 

22      
 

8:30a Worship 
 

10a Worship 
 

10:15a Sunday School 
 

11a Angel Choir 
 

11:20 Children’s Choir 
 

12p Pageant Rehearsal 

 

23 24 Christmas 

Eve 
2p Pageant Re-

hearsal 
 

4p Family Worship 
 

7:30p Prelude 
 

8p Christmas Eve 

Worship 
 

Church offices close 

at noon 

25 
Merry 

Christmas 

 

Church 

closed 

26 27 28 

29    10a Worship 
 

10:15a Sunday School 

30 31     

December 2019 
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