
One of the hallmarks of Central Church since its founding 150 years ago has 

been its commitment to service in this area, across the country, and around 

the world. In those first years, the congregation made a significant financial 

commitment, with the largest single contribution going to “Freedman”—the 

newly liberated slaves from the old Confederacy.  

 

However, this financial commitment was supplemented early on when, in 
1900, Central started to reach out to the community living in “North Sum-

mit”—that is the section of town on Morris Avenue down near Washington 

Elementary School. Back then, that section of Summit was dominated by a 

silk mill which employed recent immigrants from the Middle East and Europe. 

It was impoverished and largely isolated from the rest of Summit. Central 

began with a Sunday School, but soon hired a social worker to live in the 

community, eventually opening the Neighborhood House. The building still 

exists, today housing an antique store, but until the middle of the Twentieth 

Century, Central operated a community center in that facility. 

 

The end of the Neighborhood House did not end Central’s service to the 

community. Central had helped to finance construction of the sanctuary for 

Wallace Chapel AME Zion Church, and was critical to launching the Berkley 

Heights Presbyterian Church in the 1960’s. Central also stepped up in the 

late 1960’s to assist neighbors living in substandard housing, providing critical 

financing and leadership in the construction of affordable housing at Glen-

wood Place. And in an attempt to bridge a widening gap, Central developed a 

strong relationship with the community of Elizabethport, a relationship that 

continues today. 

 

Over the years, Central has been instrumental in starting service organiza-

tions that have grown incredibly—Family Promise, the Nomi Network. And 

through the careful use of the Willis Fund, Central continues to nurture the 

development of organizations dedicated to serving the needs of others, be-

cause, service in our community, across the nation, and around the world is 

central to Central. 

--Pastor Don Steele 
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Three Congregations, One Worship Service: 

Unity Service in Memory of  the Ideals of Rev. King 

Sunday, February 19, brought Fountain Baptist 

Church and Wallace Chapel AME Zion Church to 

Central for our annual Unity Service where we 

celebrate the ideals of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 

 
Amazing music supported the inspiring message 

delivered by Rev. Denison Harrield, Jr. of Wallace 

Chapel.  Combined choirs, soloists, and musicians 

from all three churches lent their talents to great 

effect. 

 
The suited ushers from Fountain Baptist handled 

the collection and greeting together with Central’s 

Deacons.  The Chancel Flowers were supplied by 

Wallace Chapel. 

 
A time of fellowship following worship mingled 

friends old and new over treats and coffee in the 

Auditorium. 

 
The service may be viewed in its entirety on Cen-

tral’s YouTube channel, or via a link on the web-

site centralpres.org under the SERMONS tab. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring: February 2 

The Souper Bowl of Caring utilizes Super Bowl weekend to mobilize young 

people to fight hunger and poverty in their local communities. Its vision is to 

transform the Big Game into America's largest youth-led time of giving and 

serving.  
 

Central will participate on Sunday, February 2, with a collection of cash and 

foods.  The most requested items are rice, pasta sauce, tuna, oil, canned 

fruit, and coffee.  Look for youth with collection bins in the Glass Hallway! 
 

Donations will benefit the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry at St. Theresa’s 

Church here in Summit. 

Sermon Series: How to Become a Difference Maker 

Throughout February, Pastors Steele and Huggins will continue to focus on 

the important text in Acts 10, looking for the road map there for how we 

can make a real difference by: 

Walking with God 

Obeying God 

Reaching Beyond Our Comfort Zones 

Looking for God at Work 

Disregarding the Criticism 

Join us each Sunday morning for worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.! 

WAVE on February 2 

Sunday, February 2, is both Superbowl Sunday, and Souperbowl of Caring. At 

WAVE, we will celebrate both, and get you home in time for the big game! 

 

 Wear your favorite team jersey (even if they didn’t make the playoffs) 

 Bring a pot of chili or soup to share—there will be prizes for the best 

 Bring a donation for the food drive: rice, pasta sauce, tuna, oil, canned 

fruit, and coffee are the most requested items, or bring a cash donation 
 We will make Valentines during the service to share love with those 

who are house-bound or have no family nearby. 

 

WAVE is an inclusive worship experience held in the wheel-chair accessible 

Auditorium at 5:00 p.m. Dress is come-as-you-are, and children (and oth-

ers) are free to move around during the service as needed.  Dancing and 

spontaneous expressions of joy are always welcome! 
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Annual Meeting  

of the Congregation  

February 9, 2020 
(Snow date:  February 23, 2020) 

 

In the Sanctuary 

Following the10:00 a.m. Service 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Central Presbyterian Church of Summit, New 

Jersey will be held in the Sanctuary immediately following the 10:00 a.m. Service of Worship. 

The business agenda will begin at approximately 11:05 a.m. The purpose of the meeting is to 

receive the reports of Pastors, Staff, and Team Leaders; receive and comment upon the 2020 

Operating Budget; act upon the recommendations of the Session for the 2020 Terms of Calls 

for the Pastors Steele and Huggins, and hear any other business brought before the Congre-

gation.  

  

 Reverend Don Steele       Dave Bomgaars 

 Moderator        Clerk of Session  

         

Internship Opportunity 

Central’s TV Ministry has an opening for a Broadcast Intern to 

work Sunday mornings starting in June.  This paid position 

would prepare for and direct the broadcast of the 10:00 a.m. 

service each week, handling the cameras, directing the broad-

cast, recording the service, and uploading the recording to so-

cial media.  The hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. each Sunday 

from June 2020 to June 2021 (start and end dates have some 

flexibility).  Working the evening of Christmas Eve is also re-

quired.  Applicants must be in college or a rising senior in high 

school.  Experience is preferred, but we are willing to train a 

technologically-inclined individual. 

 
Please contact Jeanne Thiemann, Director of Communications, 

at JThiemann@centralpres.org with any questions or to apply. 



Wednesday, April 4, 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 
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“You do as much as you can—just say yes!  Even if it’s only for a day—

say yes!” 

 

This is the philosophy of mission work, according to Central member 

Leslie Stone.  Leslie has been involved in mission with Central since 

middle school when she participated in shopping for Sharing Tree.  

Once in high school, she worked Midnight Runs, and went on her first 
Mission Trip as a freshman—to Utah. This motivated young lady went 

on every high school mission trip Central offered during her high 

school years. 

 

Leslie considers helping others a positive way to spend time with her 

friends.  She says the meditative nature of home repairs and cleanup, 

and the fellowship among the workers, have had a lasting impact on her 

and her friends.  She tells a story about the Utah trip, where the home-

owner they were helping, a Navajo woman, did not speak English, but 

was determined to show her gratitude to the volunteers.  The woman 

taught the girls to bake Navajo bread in a traditional brick oven.  Leslie 

insists she received much more from this woman than her own efforts 

cost her. 

 

“Paint is just paint, but to help make a house into a home is what is 

most important,” says Leslie. 

 

Leslie has now graduated college, but is still volunteering at Central.  

Over Christmas break, a group of young adults gathered at a local 

home to help clean and paint and make repairs for a family in need.  

Leslie was there all week, and when the job still was not finished, she 

enlisted the help of friends to come on Saturday, so they could share 

the joy of helping. 

 

As Leslie settles into adult life and a career, she plans to keep volun-
teering as often as time allows—especially on projects with her mother 

and her friends—and to just say yes, as often as possible. 

 

“Paint is just paint, but to help make a house into a home  

is what is most important.”  

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Children & Youth 

“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be 

mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat.” This simple 

prayer given by Reverend Brad Smith at Spring Valley Presbyterian 

Church sparked a nationwide movement to remember the hungry 

each year on Super Bowl Sunday. Central is proud to be a part of this 

tradition, and we are in awe of the generosity of our school and 

church community each year as we gather hundreds of pounds of food 

and supplies for the hungry in our community.  

 
According to the Souper Bowl of Caring website, “In 2019, nearly 

5,000 groups collected over $9.6 million in dollars and food donations 

for hunger-relief charities across the country. Over $150 million has 

been collected since Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990.” What’s 

unique about the Souper Bowl is that there is no registration cost, and 

100% of the food and money that we raise stays in our community. 

This year we are pleased to be supporting our food banks in town, 

Loaves and Fishes and Grace.  Food banks all around the country are 

stocked full over the holidays, but they start to dwindle in early Febru-

ary, so the Super Bowl of Caring serves not only to remind us to be 

generous, but a real need in the food distribution networks in our 

country.  

 
This year, pick up one of those cheerfully decorated bags available in 

the Gathering Space and you bring it with you to Kings or Shoprite, 
and think of the way that Brad’s prayer has had such a huge effect. 

While you fill that bag, pray this prayer, “Loving God, make me an in-

strument of your peace, and show me how this small act can be a part 

of your large plan. Amen.”  

 

Donation bags and/or cash donations are due back on February 2nd. 

Pancake Breakfast: February 23 

The Sunday before Lent begins brings Central’s annual celebration 

mimicking “Fat Tuesday”—Fat Sunday.  Come eat all the pancakes you 

can, in the Auditorium immediately following the 10:00 a.m. worship 

service.  There will be live music, and the event is free and open to all! 



Wednesday, April 4, 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Dramatic, disturbing 

news events can leave 

parents speechless. 

Please join us Wednes-

day night, April 4, at St. 

Andrews Preschool in 

New Providence for 

this informative parent 

session about school 

safety and how to man-

age these BIG conver-

sations with our littles. 

We’ll discuss age-based 
tips on how to talk 

(and listen) to kids 

about what’s been hap-

pening recently at 

schools. Questions? 

Contact Courtney Mal-

lon 

(caj3t@yahoo.com). 
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Midnight Run is a hands-on mission to bring food and warm 

clothing directly to people living on the streets of New York 

City.  Central will participate on Friday, February 7, and several volunteers are 

needed.  High school age and older are asked to visit the Youth Mission Sign Up 

Genius (on centralpres.org under Youth Mission) to volunteer to chaperone, shop, 

drive or deliver food.  Middle schoolers are asked to sign up on the Middle School 

Sign Up Genius to help prepare for the Run that day at 5:30 p.m. in the Youth 

Center.  Thank you! 

Midnight Run: February 7 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
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Senior Lunch Bunch: February 9 

Senior Lunch Bunch for February will be on Sunday, February 9, after the 

Congregational meeting. Cost is $5 per person unless you bring a dish to 

share and we will be having some fun around Valentine's Day. Please 

RSVP to Donna at 908-858-6757 or at dmorgansteele@comcast.net.  Just 

a heads up...our March Lunch Bunch will be switched to March 15th so 

we can all attend and participate in the after church Variety Show on 

March 8th. Hope to see you all there! 

New Members Join Central 

Welcome to Central’s newest members, received in January: 

 

Steven Brown has been re-activated.  He is an ordained deacon, and has 

two sons, Matthew and Andrew, both 18. 
 

Ryan & Kate Horvath have a 4-year-old son Holden and a 1-year-old son 

Hayes, and are transferring their membership from Basking Ridge PC. 
 

Sean & Lauren Houston are transferring their membership from St. 

John’s Lutheran Church, Summit.  They have 2-year-old twins—a son, Chase, 

and daughter, Blake. 
 

Joyanne & Dr. Stephen Schoeman are joining Central by reaffirmation.  

Joyanne works part-time as an interior designer, and Stephen is a retired Po-

litical Scientist (PhD) and retired attorney-at-law. 

CPC Women’s Book Club 

The CPC Women’s Book Group meets monthly, (except for July, August and 

December) on a Friday evening in one of the members’ homes. All book lov-

ers are welcome to join the group or attend a meeting.  
 

Upcoming 2020 Books for group discussion are: 
February- Moment of Lift, by Melinda Gates 

March- A Piece of the World, by Christina Baker Kline 

April- The Island of Sea Women, by Lisa See  

May-The Girl in the Glass Box, by James Grippando 
 

For specific meeting dates and hostess information, please contact Martha 

Huguet at 908 721-1717 or email her at marthahuguet@yahoo.com.  

mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
mailto:marthahuguet@yahoo.com
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Your 150th Planning Committee is finalizing details and has voted that all “Fund 

Raising” efforts for the dinner will go to the creation of a “Carillon Fund,” as a 

legacy of this momentous occasion.  The Carillon, or bells in the tower, had 

rung for many decades and now is in need of serious repair.  Hearing our bells 

ring out at various times of day has always drawn people to recognize our mag-

nificent church! 

 
Carillon Funds will be raised through dinner sponsorships, program of the 

evening “Ads,” and Silent Auction items YOU donate or bid upon!  Ticket pric-

es will only cover dinner expenses. 

 
Please contact Mibs Wagner, mibs_wagner@hotmail.com, with any questions 

or, to donate YOUR auction item (event tickets, gift certificates, special out-

ings, vacation/timeshare use, airline miles, etc.) 

 
Reserve your program “Ad” space now by emailing your business card, JPEG 

file, photos and/or text to Jeanne Thiemann, jthiemann@centralpres.org, to 

make the March 24th deadline.  Space is limited!   

 
Your “Ad” could also be a brief memory or story of your special church expe-

rience.   A full page ad can be up to 200 words.  All “Ads” are black and white.  

Each full page is approximately 4” x 6”.  Costs, payable by check to Central, 

are:  ¼ page—$50, ½ page—$75, full page—$150. 

 

Watch for the Take Ten Information Table to sign up too!  

Plans for April 26 Anniversary Celebration Escalate 

Ash Wednesday: February 26 

February 26 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season.  Central 

will have a service in the Chapel at 9:30 a.m. with a disposition of ashes. 

 

The Chapel will remain open all day, until 8:00 p.m., for self-serve 

ashes, meditation, and prayer. 

mailto:caj3t@yahoo.com
mailto:mibs_wagner@hotmail.com
mailto:jthiemann@centralpres.org
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten 

 “The Excitement of Learning to Read” 

With the same bated anticipation as a child’s first step is the joy on a child’s 

face as they begin to read.  When symbols are identified as letters, letters 

with sounds, combination of letters making words, words becoming sentenc-

es and all together they express a thought, tell a story!  Our own Reading 

Specialist, Karen Gaeta gave a workshop for our parents on January 15th 

where she was able to discuss: the building blocks of reading;  explain what 

is expected of our young readers; how reading is taught at school; keeping 

readers interested and engaged; and helping young readers at home.   Our 

goal was attained as all left more informed than when they walked in.   Our 

own Kindergarten children are “guest readers” for the younger groups in 

our Nursery School as they practice this exciting new skill during the Library 

story time!  The little ones are amazed to listen to these children.  Often we 

are able to have a child read to his /her younger sibling’s class, making it ex-

tra special.  Truly a joy! 



April 2019 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Every Sunday: 
 

8:30a Worship 

10a Worship 

11a Take Ten 

11:20a Children’s 

Choir 

     1 

Family 

Prom-

ise 

2   
Family Promise leaves 
 

9a First Sunday Moms 
 

9:15a New Member 

Orientation 
 

10:15a Sunday School 
 

11a MS Tubing Trip 
 

5p WAVE Worship 

3 
9a Monday 

Morning 

Moms 
 

12p Hands 

On Mission 

7p Personnel 

 

4 
11a Group 

Spiritual 

Direction 
 

7p Eport 

Tutoring 

 

5 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

 

6 
6:30p Vesper Bells 
 

7p Crashing  

Giants 
 

7:30p Motet Choir 
 

7:45p HS Praise 

Band 

 

7 
7:15a Donuts 

with Deborah 
 

5:30p Service 

at Central 
 

7:30p Mid-

night Run 

8 

9 
10:15a Music & Mis-

sion Sunday School 
 

11a Confirmation 
 

11a Congregational 

Meeting 
 

11:30a Senior Lunch 

Bunch 

10 
9a CCW 
 

7p Joint 

Meeting of 

Session & 

Deacons 
 

8p Session 

11 
7p Eport 

Tutoring 

12 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

13 
6:30p Vesper Bells 
 

7p Crashing  

Giants 
 

7:30p Motet Choir 
 

7:45p HS Praise 

Band 

14 
7:15a Donuts 

with Deborah 

15 

16 
10:15a Sunday School 

17 
Presidents 

Day 

Church 

closed 

18 
9:30a PW 

Bible Study 
 

7p Eport 

Tutoring 

19 
9:30a Scrip-

ture Study 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

20 
7p Crashing  

Giants 
 

7:30p Motet Choir 
 

7:45p HS Praise 

Band 

21 
7:15a Donuts 

with Deborah 

22 

23 
9a CFM Meeting 
 

10:15a Sunday School 
 

11a Pancake Breakfast 
 

11a Snow Date for 

Congregational Meet-

ing 

24 
9a Monday 

Morning 

Moms 

25 
7p Eport 

Tutoring 

26 
9:30a Ash 

Wed. Service 
 

12p Mission 

with Mommy 
 

7:30p Praise 

Band 

27 
6:30p Vesper Bells 
 

7:30p Motet Choir 
 

7:45p HS Praise 

Band 

28 
7:15a Donuts 

with Deborah 

29 

February 2020 
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   WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

  8:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m.  

5:00 p.m. (3rd Sunday) 

 
Communion is celebrated at all 8:30 and 5:00 p.m. 

services, as well as on the first Sunday of the month 

during the 10:00 a.m. service.  

Return Service Requested 

70 Maple Street 

Summit, NJ  07901 


