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A Letter from the Senior Pastor: CENTRAL MUSIC
Music is central to worship at Central. As Easter approaches, we anticipate
another “festival” worship service, congregational singing of The Palms on
Palm Sunday and Hallelujah from Handel’s Messiah on Easter Sunday. Every
Sunday, when folks walk into the Sanctuary, they are surrounded by signs of
the central role music plays in worship with trumpet organ pipes dominating
the front and the back of the room.
That organ was installed over 60 years ago when Mrs. Nellie Gordon Blasius
directed the music program. It was not Central’s first organ. Indeed, Central’s first organ was a portable one that was wheeled back and forth between Sunday School and worship, a situation that did not change for several
years. Those early organs required, not just a person to play the keyboard,
but a person who would pump the bellows, and Central paid both for their
work.
Choirs were greatly expanded in the mid-1950’s under the leadership of Mrs.
Blasius. There were six choirs involving 200 voices, all robed in their own
choir robes, with a paid quartet of singers. Sunday night Family Hymn Sings
became popular. A carillon was installed in the tower to share music with
the community outside Central’s walls.
Of course, today, Central has two musicians on staff. Dr. Charity Wicks, our
Music Director, brings classical training along with vast experience on Broadway. Adam Gilbert brings training in performance and in composition, leading
Central to explore more contemporary music. Central continues to have a
paid quartet of section leaders for the adult Motet Choir, and we have a
partly paid, partly volunteer praise band. All three regular Sunday worship
services highlight music as an integral part of the experience. The 60 year old
organ has benefitted recently from additions and extensive repairs, funded in
memory of Mrs. Blasius, all showing that music remains central at Central.
-Pastor Don Steele
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Home By Another Way: December Sermon Series

Thursday Night Lenten Simple Suppers and Vespers
You are invited to join others at Central during Lent for simple suppers (soup,
salad, bread, dessert) and a Vespers service, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Room, and concluding by 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Different groups from the
church will supply the dinner, while the Vespers services will echo our Sunday
morning Lenten series, “God on Broadway,” exploring traditional Lenten themes,
through the messages of contemporary Broadway musicals. Join us every Thursday evening, beginning on March 5 and concluding on April 2.
Thursday March 5: Personal Wholeness/Forgiveness—Jane Eyre – Forgiveness, Elizabeth Perryman
Thursday March 12 : Creation/Science—Children of Eden – Spark of Creation, Katie Lang
Thursday March 19: Experiencing the Church—Dear Evan Hansen – So Big, So Small, Candi Boyd,
Broadway actor
Thursday March 26: Heritage—The Full Monty – Breeze Off the River, Branch Woodman
Thursday April 2: Service—Big River – Worlds Apart – Adam Gilbert

“God on Broadway” Lenten Series
“Let the one who has ear, hear,” Jesus said repeatedly after telling a parable. The parables were
not explicitly religious stories, but they carried the bulk of Jesus’ teaching. Similarly, there are in
our times, stories, not explicitly religious or Christian, that carry themes related to themes in Jesus’ teaching. During Lent, in our 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning worship services, we will be exploring
those themes in the stories told in some contemporary Broadway musicals.
Sunday March 1: Personal Wholeness/Forgiveness
Altar Boyz – I Believe, with Adam Gilbert, Zack Olson & The Motet Choir
Sunday March 8: Creation/Science
Spring Awakening - All That’s Known, sung by Adam Gilbert
Sunday March 15 Experiencing the Church
Dear Evan Hansen – You Will Be Found, Adam Gilbert, Katie Lang & The Motet Choir
Sunday March 22: Heritage
The Full Monty – You Walk with Me – Brian Giebler & Branch Woodman, NY/Broadway singers
Sunday March 29: Service
Big River – Waiting for the Light to Shine - Jacob Keith Watson
Worlds Apart—Nathaniel Stampley & Jacob Keith Watson
How Blest We Are – Aurelia Williams - All Broadway actors
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Midnight Run: March 13
You, too, can help bring warm food and clothing to people living on the
streets of New York City! Central will sponsor a Midnight Run on Friday, March 13, and volunteers are needed! Middle schoolers are asked
to volunteer for making sandwiches at 5:30 p.m., and high school and
adults are asked to go on the Run itself at 7:30 p.m. Visit the Sign Up
Genius on our website, centralpres.org, under the Youth Mission tab to
sign up.

Senior Lunch Bunch: March 8
Senior Lunch Bunch will meet on March 8 following the 10:00 a.m. service.
Please bring or share one thing you would always take with you wherever
you live and why it holds such meaning. Cost of lunch is $5 per person unless you bring food to share. It might be nice to bring some extra money so
we can place an ad from the Senior Lunch Bunch in the program for our
150th Anniversary dinner on April 26th. Please RSVP to Donna at 908 - 858
6757 or dmorgansteele@comcast.net. Hope you can come. Our April
meeting will not be Easter Sunday but the week following Easter.

WAVE in March
We have 2 special WAVE services in March—on the 1st and the 15th.
Both services are in the Auditorium at 5:00 p.m. and offer a free supper.
March 1— Unplugged: This all-acoustic evening will feature Christine
Bennett as she shares her journey of faith, and Pastor Deborah will examine
the Parable of the Sower. The mission project of the evening will be compiling dental hygiene kits and shaving kits. Children will decorate pots and
plant seeds.
March 15—March Madness: Shoot baskets to choose the songs the
Praise Band will perform! Pastor Deborah will preach on the Parable of the
Yeast. Our guest speakers are this year’s confirmands and their mentors.
The mission project will be making welcome baskets for Family Promise,
with the children crafting dipped pretzels.
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Presbyterian Women
In February my husband and I spent several weeks in northern Vermont visiting with our daughter who works at a college nearby. Our son and family
joined us for 4 days of skiing mid-month. It was a time of reflection, interaction between 3 generations and some "slow down" time. As we enter the
Lenten Season I think we need to slow down, reflect on how we treat other
people and reach out to those who feel isolated. Presbyterian Women are
always happy to have new members, join us for our monthly Bible Study and
luncheon in June.
-Elisa Caporale, Moderator


Board Meeting - coordinating team only Tuesday, March 10



Bible Study- Tuesday, March 17 at 9:30 a.m.
We will be stuffing envelopes after the meeting for those who
can stay and help.

Spring Clean Up & Planting: April 4
Spend a fun morning in the church gardens, planting and
cleaning out the beds! Refreshments will be provided.
Please bring gloves and any rakes, shovels, and clippers
you may have. 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 4.

Family Promise Returns: March 22-29
Family Promise, a mission partner with Central, will be back for the week of
March 22-29. We will host several families who are between permanent addresses. Volunteers are needed for a variety of roles, including hosting (both
evenings and over-nights), shopping, meal preparation, set up, and breakdown. Please watch for signups on our website, and in the Glass Hallway.
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The Bench: A Mission Story
Nestled under the CPC Nursery School outdoor sign is a bench. This
bench is gray, and made of recycled plastic, and looks fairly unexceptional. This bench, however, tells an exceptional story.
Last April, CPC Nursery School teacher Sharon Dougherty approached
the church with a proposal to start a plastics recycling program to be led
by the Kindergarten classes. Sharon had worked with Bags to Benches in
Chatham through a Greenfaith Circle and wondered if Central was willing to participate in an effort with other Summit houses of worship. The
reward for each location collecting a certain amount of plastic was a Trex
bench.
Central was all-in! Throughout the spring and summer, into the fall and
winter, members, friends, and staff brought in plastic bags, bubble wrap,
dry cleaning bags, and more. Every school day, a rotating cast of kinder-

“...a rotating cast of kindergarteners dutifully made the rounds
collecting the plastics from the collection boxes.”
garteners dutifully made the rounds collecting the plastics from the collection boxes and loading it into Sharon’s car for transportation to the
recycling facility. In almost no time at all, our bench was earned.
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parent
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7:00 p.m.
Peggy Flintosh knew exactly where
to
put
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Under
the
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outdoor
session about school
schools. Questions?
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an
older
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in
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of
replacement
that
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safety
and
how
to
manContact Courtney MalDramatic, disturbing
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the late
Nikki
Harrison,
wife
of
Central
member
Bill
Harrison.
The
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be
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(and listen) to kids Bill. Nikki taught at
Andrews Preschool in
CPC Nursery School for 15 years, and passed away after a short illness in
1998. This year, three of Bill’s step-grandchildren attend CPC, continuing
the family’s relationship with the school.
Although the bench has been earned, the kindergarteners continue to
collect plastics at the school and church. These types of plastics are not
collected in regular trash streams in Summit, so the drive provides a valuable service to the town, and the environment. Look for the bins in the
Glass Hallway, and the school lobby.
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Children & Youth
“This Little Light of Mine, I’m Gonna Let it Shine.” At Central Church, we
want children and youth to know that they are loved by God and that they
belong in God’s church. One of the things that help children and young people
feel like they really belong in a church is when they hold visible and highly valued leadership roles in the church.
This spring, we are delighted to be offering one way for older children to lead
in worship: acolyting. At church, we use candles to remind us of Christ’s
presence, and with it, his gifts of hope and love. When the acolytes carry the
light into the Sanctuary, we say that they are bringing in the light of Christ.
Beginning worship by carrying in the light, reminds us that the Holy Spirit is
with us.
We are so grateful to Kim Genualdi and her team for supporting our acolytes
at Central. Charlotte said, “it’s really fun to light the candle, but the lighter
thing is heavy!” So we are inviting children in 3rd grade and older to sign up.
Children are invited to sign up individually, or in pairs. Children should arrive
by 9:45 a.m. and check in with Mrs. Genualdi or the head usher. They will
have a chance to hold the acolyting lighter and receive instructions before the
service. Children will return to their seats when they are finished. To sign up,
please see the sign up genius here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c044ba8a929a5ff2-acolytes.

Youth Mission Trip to Puerto Rico: June 20-26
Pastor Deborah and Emily Campbell will be leading a group of 6 other adults
and 14 high school students for our Senior High Mission Trip to Puerto Rico
this summer. We are going with Praying Pelican Missions, an interdenominational organization that has long-term partnerships with local churches, which
is also how Central stewards its time and money with partner organizations in
our other mission work.
We will be working alongside the people of Iglesia Cristiana Cristo Redentor
in Toa Alta, which is a 40-minute drive southwest of San Juan. The church is
led by Pastor Elvis Rodriguez Ortega. The church and community are still recovering from damage experienced during Hurricane Maria in 2017. We expect to work on some building projects, a service project like Vacation Bible
School, and community outreach.
As we come together as a team and prepare for this mission trip, we will be
coming to you with fundraisers like bake sales, the car wash and the “tool
sale”. We also ask for the congregation’s prayers and support. We are so
grateful to be part of a community that extends Christ’s love to a world in
need through us!
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Historical Notes on the Carillon Bells of Central Presbyterian Church
1946 Carillon
Summit’s first Carillon Concert marked Armistice Day on November 11, 1946 at a special service at Central Presbyterian Church. It included patriotic and sacred music on the new 25-note
carillon played by Nellie Blasius, church organist. The bells could be controlled from the organ
and audible only in the church, or within a 2-mile radius of the church.
The carillon was a gift of Alexander R. Nicol of Essex Road and was made in memory of his wife,
Minnie Elizabeth Nicol, and his daughter, Muriel Nicol Bensley. Mr. Nicol was described in
“Who’s Who in America” in 1923 as a capitalist, originally from Canada, who made his way to
the US, and eventually to New York City in 1898. He was active in banking and shipping, and
became President of the Atlantic Gulf and West Indies Steamship Line. He was a trustee of
Princeton Theological Seminary, Overlook Hospital, and many corporations. His wife and daughter were very active at Central Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Nicol’s grandson, Bruce Bensley, a retired financier, lives in Madison, NJ and remembers
fondly the family’s association with CPC, especially his days in Sunday School and as a Sunday
School teacher of 5th grade boys when the Sunday School rooms were the cubicles around the
auditorium. Bruce’s father was Dr. Maynard G. Bensley, co-founder of the Summit Medical
Group, and his mother was Muriel Nicol Bensley. The Tiffany window, “The Angel with Lighted
Lamp and Bible”, was also gifted by Mr. Nicol in memory of Muriel.
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We’ll discuss age-based
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September
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day
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4, at St.24, 1978.
The
Coronation
Carillon,
created
the Schulmerich
Carillons, Inc. was described as 25 miniature
(andbylisten)
to kids
Andrews Preschool in
units of bronze bell metal which are struck by metal hammers, producing exact true bell tones
which are amplified over 100,000 times by means of specially designed electronic equipment.
The Carillon could be played also from a special keyboard located at the organ console.
Now, after 42 years, we must again replace the carillon due to technological advances and the
inability to restore the old carillon. Our goal is to once again ring out sacred and patriotic music
to all Summit residents. We ask for your support as we seek to raise funds for this purpose.
Program ads and silent auction proceeds above and beyond the 150th Dinner expenses will be
contributed to the Carillon Fund. For more information, contact mibs_wagner@hotmail.com.
*Sources: Summit Herald, Bruce Bensley, Kathy Jessup, Rebecca Laird, Sacred Space, Sacred Stories
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CPC Weekday Nursery School & Kindergarten
“Love is in the Air”
More precisely, love is in the “mail” here at the CPC Weekday
Nursery School and Kindergarten. The children all make beautiful valentine’s to give to their Mom’s and Dads’. For our 4’s and
Almost 5’s classes take this opportunity to teach the children
their own home addresses. We set up a fun little CPC Post Office and the children purchase a stamp as I wear the “hat” of
postmaster that day. They place their envelopes in the toy mailbox and with great anticipation and we hear about with excitement they arrive in their mailboxes at home (as the magically
make it to Summit’s post office). The Kindergarten classes make
special Valentine’s for the list of people from the congregation
that may need a smile. They are able to use this opportunity to
not only have a lesson in “kindness” but walk over to the Summit
post office and mail the cards themselves. Throughout the
school the classes bring in Valentine’s for their classmates and
with special mail-bag that they have made in class and put one in
for each friend. A lesson in recognizing each other’s names in
print and kindness all around! Cupid never knew how much fun
a Nursery School and Kindergarten could have with a day like
Valentine’s Day!

March 2020
Sun

1

Tue
Wed
April 2019

Mon

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

6

9a CCW
7p Personnel Team

11a Group
Spiritual
Direction
7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a
Scripture
Study
7:30p
Praise
Band

6:30p Vesper Bells
7p Simple
Supper/Vespers
7p Crashing
Giants
7:45p HS Praise
Band
7:50p Motet Choir

7:15a Starbucks with
Deborah

8 8:30a Worship

9

10

11

12

13

10a Worship
10:15a Music & Mission
Sunday School
11a Confirmation
11:15a Sr. Lunch Bunch
11:20a Children’s Choir
12:30p Mission Trip
Chaperones Meeting

9a Monday
Morn Moms
12p Hands
On Mission
7:30p
Session

9:30a PW
Coord. Team
7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a
Scripture
Study
7:30p
Praise
Band

6:30p Vesper Bells
7p Simple
Supper/Vespers
7p Crashing
Giants
7:50p Motet Choir

7:15a Starbucks with
Deborah
5:30p Service
at Central
7p Mission
Trip Team
7:30p Midnight Run

15

16

17

18

19 6:30p Vesper 20

21

7:30p Mission Team

9:30a PW
Bible Study
7p Eport
Tutoring

9:30a
Scripture
Study

Bells
7p Simple
Supper/Vespers
7p Crashing
Giants
7:45p HS Praise
Band
7:50p Motet Choir

7:15a Starbucks with
Deborah

11a
Baldwin
Memorial

22 8:30a Worship

23

24 7p

25

26

27

9a Bake Sale
9a CFM Meeting
10a Worship
10:15a Sunday School
11:20a Children’s Choir

9a Monday
Morn Moms
7:30p
Deacons

Eport
Tutoring
7p Finance
7p Care
Team Conversation

9:30a
Scripture
Study
12p Mission with
Mom

Family
Promise

Family
Promise

Bells
7p Simple
Supper/Vespers
7p Crashing
Giants
7:45p HS Praise
Band
7:50p Motet Choir

28
Family
Promise

8:30a Worship
9a 1st Sunday Women
9a Bake Sale
9:15a New Mem. Orient.
10a Worship
10:15a Sunday School
11:15a Mission Trip Info
11:20a Children’s Choir
5p WAVE

8:30a Worship
10a Worship
10:15a Sunday School
11:20a Children’s Choir
5p WAVE

Family Promise arrives

29

8:30a Worship
10a Worship
10:15a Sunday School
11:20a Children’s Choir
Family Promise departs

Family
Promise

30

31

9a CCW

7p Eport
Tutoring

6:30p Vesper

Family Promise

7:15a Starbucks with
Deborah
Family
Promise

7

14
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m. (1st & 3rd Sundays)
Communion is celebrated at all 8:30 and 5:00 p.m.
services, as well as on the first Sunday of the month
during the 10:00 a.m. service.

