


A Leer from the Senior Pastor

It is hard to believe all that we have 
been through these past three 
months. Well over 100,000 of our 
neighbors have died. Many times that 
number have been sick with a disease 
for which there is no real treatment, 
some of them hospitalized in serious 
condition, some of them still strug-
gling with the aftermath of their ill-
ness. Businesses shut down and build-
ings were shuttered, including church 
buildings. We now wear masks and 
keep six feet apart.

And for as hard at it was to “close 
down” and to adjust to new ways of 
living and learning, working and wor-
shiping God, coming back together 
safely will be even harder. The truth is 
that having large, indoor gatherings 
where people will spend a signi cant 
time together is very risky. Religious 
gatherings are in no way exempt from 
that risk. Indeed, due to many factors, 
they might be among the most risky 
large, indoor gatherings to consider 
doing.

If the past weeks are any indication, 
the coming weeks will bring all sorts 
of reports on the news, stories of what 
some other church is doing, rumors 
on social media. To know what Cen-
tral is doing, it is best for folks to 
check our website, because Central 
has a plan that we are pursuing, and 
while we welcome learning from what 
other congregations are doing, we will 
not be taking time away from pursu-
ing our course to track down every 
other suggestion.

And there are the principles governing 
Central’s course ahead until the time 
when health restriction are no longer 
necessary:
 The safety of congregation and 

employees is paramount
 Processes and procedures will 

comply with CDC guidance and 
any applicable state or local re-
quirements

 A larger percentage of people will 

continue to participate in Sunday 
worship via video than in person 
for several months, thus making it 
important to ensure that the re-
mote worship experience is not 
degraded.

 We will not conduct in person 
Sunday worship until it is permis-
sible to have 100 people in the 
sanctuary at once, so that people 
do not have to be turned away

 While we do not want to have to 
turn anyone away, no one will be 
permitted to participate in wor-
ship if they do not follow the safe-
ty protocols including mask wear-
ing, social distancing, and submit-
ting to medical screening.

We also have plans for moving ahead 
into the immediate future, taking a 
series of steps that we will take in or-
der, learning as we go:
 Sta will begin to be able to work 

from the building, though only to 
the extent that they need to be 
able to be in the building to do 
their jobs.

 Small outdoor groups will gather 
in accordance to CDC guidelines

 Sunday morning worship will be 
held onsite in accordance to CDC 
guidelines

To be clear, none of these steps are 
easy. None can be taken overnight. 
And most importantly, we will need 
members to step into volunteer roles 
that will be unprecedented for all.

In the meantime, I encourage you to 
be the church deployed. Check out on 
our website ways that you can help 
others in our community. Reach out 
to others in our congregation. And 
continue to rely on the God who 
promises that no matter what we face, 
we do not face it alone, but we face it 
all in the strength and the power of 
the Almighty God, who is always near.

Pastor Don Steele

Central Responds to COVID

Facebook: (https://
www.facebook.com/
centralchurchSummitNJ/)  
Join in worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday mornings, on Cen-
tral’s Facebook page.  Simply 
click the link (even if you 
don’t have a Facebook ac-
count) and you can view our 
content.  To interact with our 
page, you will need a Face-
book account, but to just see 
it, no account is needed.

YouTube: (https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanG-
t8w?view_as=subscriber)  See 
all of Central’s videos on our 
YouTube channel, with a new 
premiere each Sunday at 10:00 
a.m.

HTTV:
Watch us on Summit’s 
Hometowne TV, Verizon Fios 
channel 33, and Comcast 
channel 36, at 10:00 a.m. every 
Sunday, with a re-broadcast at 
noon.

Website: 
Visit www.centralpres.org/
sermons for links to our wor-
ship videos.

How to Worship  with   
Central During Quaranne

https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
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What It Might Look Like to Worship at Central
It is hard to be sure exactly what 
worship will look like at Central in 
the coming months, but it is safe to 
assume that it will not look like any-
thing that any of us have ever expe-
rienced. The folks who came before 
us at Central, of course, lived 
through the 1918-19 u pandemic, 
and so some of these restrictions 
very well might have been followed 
here previously. But here is a list of 
some of the things that you might 
expect if you attend worship at Cen-
tral when that becomes possible:
 The strong encouragement that 

you should NOT attend worship 
at Central if you are of a certain 
age or if you have certain under-
lying medical conditions.

 The need to complete a medical 
assessment form before entering 
the building, either online or at 
an onsite screening center.

 Regulated admission to the 
building; i.e.; you will NOT be 
able simply to enter when you 
arrive but will need to wait out-
side until admission can be 
granted.

 Wearing a face mask covering 

mouth and nose during your 
time in the building

 Designated trac ow in the 
building with only certain doors 
open for entrance and exit and 
with sections of the building 
closed o.

 Seated in a pew only with those 
with whom you live

 Spread throughout the Sanctu-
ary in a pew designated for you, 
with any interpersonal interac-
tion with others strongly dis-
couraged.

 No singing. No choir. No Take 
Ten or any other refreshments.

 Regulated dismissal by pew with 
no lingering in the building or 
on church property.

Worship is not going to be the same 
for some time to come. Some might 

nd it more meani ngf ul not t o gat h-
er together until these restrictions 
can be safely lifted. Some might nd 
our online services to be more 
meaningful these days. However, we 
will do all that we can to continue to 
be Central in the lives of our mem-
bers and in the life of our communi-
ty.

Email
Email is the most important 
method we have of reaching eve-
ryone, especially during the 
quarantine. Please supply the 
church with a current email, 
even if you do not wish to receive 
weekly news emails, so we can 
get any urgent information to 
you. Please send an email to 
jthiemann@centralpres.org, 
specifying which you would like 
to receive.  (Opt in or out at any 
time):
 Friday Email – a weekly 

email with general news and 
information.

 Tuesday Family Email  - for 
families with children/youth 
focusing on issues and 
events for young people, in-
cluding Sunday School.

 WAVE Emails – WAVE wor-
ship information that goes 
out the week before each 
service.  

 The KEY newsmagazine is 
emailed each time it is pub-
lished.

Website
Central’s website, cen-
tralpres.org, contains a variety of 
information directed toward new 
visitors, but also a section for 
established members.  You will 

nd everyt hi ng fr o m wors hi p 
videos, calendar, and blogs, to 
memorial planning information 
on the site.  We encourage you 
to visit and look around!

Keep in Touch with Central

Special Thanks
When the COVID quarantine suddenly closed the church doors this past March, 
our sta and leadership almost overnight re-imagined how to keep our ministries 
and worship moving forward.  Special thanks are due to :

 Session’s COVID Response Team, consisting of Bill Horton, Margaret Kovera, 
and Drayton Wise

 Pastors Don Steele and Deborah Huggins for their leadership and ingenuity in 
ndi ng ways t o keep t he church body t oget her i n wors hi p and mi ni stry

 Charity Wicks, Adam Gilbert, Jeanne Thiemann, and Olivia Campbell for 
helping  to bring worship into our homes on multiple platforms

 Peter Richardson for managing the church campus and all the capital projects 
happening while the building is vacant

 Lisa Magee, Finance Administrator, for handling all the bills, donations,  and 
payroll

mailto:jthiemann@centralpres.org


Central Celebrates 150 Years
Central Presbyterian Church in 
Summit celebrated its 150th Anniver-
sary on May 29th with a drive-by pa-
rade, beginning at the church and 
driving past the corner of Maple and 
Union Place where the rst congre-
gation met above Littell’s General 
Store in 1870.  Through commemo-
rations spread out over eighteen 
months, the CPC congregation has 
celebrated the generations and gifts 
of its community: embracing and 
strengthening the true meaning of 
church family and welcome to the 
community.
In 1872 the Bonnell Family donated 
the land for the original church, a 
Victorian church which was replaced 
in 1907 by the present neo-gothic 
structure as Summit and church 
membership expanded; further em-
phasizing its mission “to be central 
to Summit”.
Today the church opens its doors for 

community concerts, missions, holi-
day festivities such as the Living Na-
tivity, Family Promise and Bridges, 
just to name a few. For almost half a 
century Presbyterians responded to 
immigrants’ needs by establishing 
The Neighborhood House for reli-
gious and social purposes; actively 
supported low-income housing de-
velopment; and Habitat for Humani-
ty. 
A video memoir telling stories of the 
church, its mission and its members 
in connection with church and com-
munity has been created and can be 
found on the church web site.  Anni-
versary events included open house 
with historical background and 
tours, congregational breakfast and 
high tea, pot luck dinner and variety 
show, ice cream social, Memorial 
Day Parade participation last year 
and the Lighting of the Tree of Re-
membrance. (continued next page)



Today,  the Tree of Remembrance 
serves as a temporary memorial to 
those who have died during the Pan-
demic. All residents are invited to 
hang ribbons with names of loved 
ones who have died during the year.
This 150th Anniversary Celebration 
also honors the many gifts and pas-
sions of the congregation and 
strengthens its sense of community. 
Reverend Don Steele has focused on 
church history and its importance in 
his sermons and week day devotion-
als, even during the Covid19 Pan-
demic when church became virtual 
and he recognized the importance of 
community and connection as a 
means of dealing with dicult and 
demanding circumstances. As Pastor 
Steele said, “I think that having the 
150th anniversary of Central Church 
in the midst of a pandemic has been 
particularly striking. In being sepa-
rated, we have come to appreciate 
even more the value of being a part 
of a community of faith. The folks 
who were Central Church for the 
past 150 years have been through far 
worse. Considering that history, it’s 

impossible not to draw inspiration 
from the promise of God to be al-
ways with us, and to recommit our-
selves, even with our building 
closed, to be Central in our commu-
nity, loving God and loving our 
neighbors as ourselves.”
The Anniversary Committee was 
chaired by Mibs Wagner who said 
“You want to look back at your her-
itage, but at the end we have to look 
forward, and we have to build on 
what those people before us have 
done, so it’s our obligation and duty 
to continue that history, and to help 
people be aware of what it means to 
be part of a Christian congregation.” 
Mibs reminds us that CPC has been 
called the “church with the generous 
heart.” As a nal e t o t he 1 50th cele-
bration, the committee hopes that a 
Fall Celebratory Dinner and Auction 
will be possible, as well as  a new 
carillon to ring out again soon to 
inspire and welcome all to Summit 
and Central Presbyterian Church.
Lyle Brehm

Central Celebrates 150 Years Many thanks to the members 
of the 150th Anniversary 
Committee:

Chairperson, Mibs Wagner
Jennifer Alvarez
Martha Anderson
Shelley Barnes
Dave & Willa Bomgaars
Sally & Steven Bond
Karen Bowman
Ginni & Warren Braunwarth
Lyle Brehm
Dorothy Burger
Emily Campbell
Sue & Ted Chao
Paul Collins
Carol Cowan
John Cusick
Claire Davis
Katie & Earle Eaton
Heidi Evenson
Inge Gropp
Bob Hackenberg
Susan Haig
Linda Hander
Mark Hassert
Martha Kasbar
Elin Krhoun
Lee Anne & Je Lowman
Chris May
Lance Morrow
Mary Moser
Jim Northrop
Susan & Steve Peterson
Betsy Phillips
Pat Resnick
Chris Roth
Autumn & Peter Ruschmeier
Pam Schroeder
Riley Sidebottom
Donna & Don Steele
Tim Stone
Sue Taylor
Betty Torell
Gri Welton



Hands-on Mission: Deployed!
The Hands on Mission team strug-
gled initially when the COVID pan-
demic hit.  We were scheduled for a 
Midnight Run the Friday that public 
schools and Central had to close 
their doors, which meant we had to 
cancel.   Next came the canceling of 
our Family Promise hosting week.  
Those rst f e w weeks were l ots of 
canceling of late winter/early spring 
projects, and as a team we were a bit 
defeated—how do we provide 
“Hands on” opportunities during a 
pandemic?  How do we continue to 
serve those most in need and protect 
our congregants?  How do we share 
the love of Christ in a tangible way 
during these socially distant times?  
We were all about building commu-
nity, making eye contact, shaking 
hands, making connection.  What 
could we do?

After a few weeks past, we met (via 
Zoom!) and regrouped to talk about 
all of the agencies responding to 
those most in need.  We began the 
process of identifying ways that we 
could respond, and be responsible, 
at the same time.  We took on the 
“Be the Church” motto now that our 
doors were closed.  As pastor Don 
said in one of his sermons, the 
church was not closed, we were just 
deployed!  

Soon we were buying and delivering 
groceries for our Family Promise 
guests housed in temporary apart-

ments, making breakfast casseroles 
for SHIP, dropping o shelf stable 
food to the Loaves and Fishes food 
pantry, collecting food for Grace, 
making sandwiches and bag lunches 
for Bridges at home to take on their 
runs to feed the homeless, high 
schoolers skyping and reading with 
elementary kids, and delivering food 
for FLAG to our health care workers.

We continue to meet via Zoom and 
stay in touch with local needs as 
much as possible, changing direc-
tion as needed.  The congregation 
has made all of these eorts possi-
ble—every grocery run, delivery, 
casserole made, sandwiches made 
has made a dierence.  Central has 
indeed been deployed.  

Deacons and Care Team Step Up
Now, more than ever, the Deacons of Central Presbyterian Church are 
ful lli ng t heir mi ssi on. When Covid-19 closed our church building in 
March, Pastor Don, the Care Team, and the Deacons created a Corona-
virus Contact List of vulnerable people within the congregation. Each 
Deacon, Care Team member or Elder adopted one to two people from 
this list to check on during the quarantine. It has been so appreciated 
by our members.

The Deacons have also been el di ng many Deacon Fund requests si nce 
Covid.  One of the approved requests donated Shop Rite gift cards to 
help 6 families with children in the Eport Tutoring Program. The Dea-
cons will continue to think of ways to connect with members during 
this unprecedented time. 



Junior League Award
Many thanks to the Junior League of 
Summit for the award of $5000 to-
wards our new Beverage Air Refrig-
erator/Freezer as part of the Capital 
Campaign fundraising eorts and 
the Buildings and Grounds kitchen 
renovation plans.  Recognizing Cen-
tral Church’s support of mission, 
hospitality, and cultural events in 
our community for more than 150 
years, the Junior League is also 
grateful for the role we played in the 
advent of their G.R.A.C.E. (Giving 
and Receiving Assistance for Com-
munity Essentials) program that be-
gan in our kitchen in 2016 and now 
serves more than 500 families per 
week from the Cornog Building at 
Memorial Field.  (Pictured are Cen-
tral members Anna Clair and Jen-
nifer Anderson, program head 
Amanda Block, Jennifer Fosgate, 
Caroline and Betsy Phillips volun-
teering at a recent Tuesday after-

noon G.R.A.C.E. food distribution)

Please stay tuned on the timetable 
for our kitchen renovation and con-
tact Betsy Phillips at 
2betsyphillips@gmail.com if you 
have leads on other grants we 
should be pursuing.  We have com-
pleted a “Letter of Intent” from the 
National Fund for Sacred Places 
grant process and just received word 
that we have advanced to the next 
round of the application process.  
We will keep 
you posted on 
the outcome.

Thank You for Your Stewardship
This is a heartfelt thank you to everyone who has given during the time that Cen-
tral has been providing worship led virtually by our pastors, Pastor Steele and Pas-
tor Huggins.  You have risen to the challenge of these extraordinary times with ex-
traordinary giving.  It enables Central to continue to ful ll its missi on and wor k i n 
many ministries in creative ways while we continue to keep socially distant.  Work 
has also been able to continue on the installation of the repaired stained glass win-
dows and other Capital Campaign projects through payments on pledges and one-
time donations to the Capital Campaign.  Members have adapted quickly by giving 
in ways other than in person on Sundays during worship.

If you would like to give to Central, these are the current ways to give:
Online – Visit www.centralpres.org to set up and manage your one-time and 

recurring gifts
Giving App – Download the “GivePlus Church: app to set up one-time or re-

curring gifts.  You can also manage and view your giving from the conven-
ience of your smartphone.

Text – Set up a one-time or recurring donation by texting the amount you wish to give:  908-521-4656
Mail – You can still send checks by mail to Central at 70 Maple Street, Summit, NJ 07901

For more information please email Lisa Magee, Finance Administrator, at lmagee@centralpres.org.
Thank you again for your continued generosity and stewardship!  

mailto:2betsyphillips@gmail.com
http://www.centralpres.org
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Children and Youth
Summer at Central

Thank you all for responding to our 
surveys about what we think this 
summer might look like at Central. 
We appreciate your feedback! If you 
have not yet responded, we would 
love to hear from you here (https://
docs.google.com/forms/
d/1gTlz9wJf0XWra-
iKROWzTxxWOkfuVb-
vdZ5y3KnSmrw/viewform?
edit_requested=true
for children) or (https://

forms.gle/2npZQ6CgR8xNph2p6 for 
youth). While we are hearing from 
many of you that this is a dierent 
kind of summer than we are used to 
planning for, we are hearing that 
some things are still the same. You 
want your children to connect- to 
God, to each other and to the com-
munity and you want your children 
to lead and to serve. As we do every 
summer, our programming for kids 
and for young people will focus 
around Vacation Bible School and an 
in-town mission “trip.”

Right now, we are looking for young 
people to sign up as volunteers for 
VBS. Our VBS volunteers will con-
tribute ideas for activities, games, 
crafts, music, etc… We will be l m-
ing these and putting them together 
for our commUNITY kids. Volun-
teers will need to start meeting to 
plan activities, and then submit vid-
eos before camp. Please sign up here 
to volunteer or as a camper (July 27-
31): https://vbspro.events/p/
events/39ef74. 

We are also starting to meet to plan 
our in-town mission work this sum-
mer. We will be working with a local 

homeowner to do repairs, landscap-
ing, clean-up and some outdoor 
painting. We are starting to meet for 
planning and organizing. If you 
would like to be a part of the plan-
ning team, please sign up here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1iop5I49ZImZ5ISgP6ZIVJgJrPC3M1
1HIuRfMbdFODys/edit. If you would 
like to be a part of the work crews, 
please sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4faaaf29a4fc1-cpchigh

In addition to VBS and Mission, we 
will also be making sandwiches each 
week during the summer. Feel free 
to make sandwiches anytime, as 
long as you make them with masks 
and gloves, and all sandwich makers 
need to be 5th grade or older. To 
make 10 sandwiches you will need a 
loaf of bread, and about a pound of 
meat, and a pound of cheese. Sand-
wiches can be dropped at Pastor 
Deborah’s front porch anytime after 
5 pm on Thursday, or Friday morn-
ing before 10:00 am. 

Even though so many things are 
dierent this summer, we hope that 
Central can still be a part of helping 
you and your family connect with 
God, with each other and with our 
community.

Yours in grace,

Pastor Deborah

https://forms.gle/2npZQ6CgR8xNph2p6
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Meet the Conrmands

Susanna Sykes Robert Welton

Maddie Ducey

Julia Ramsey

John ChoJames Beacham Graham Buchanan

Emma Ramsey

Elizabeth Blundin

Edouard Germa

Ben Torell

Peter Horton



Congratulaons, High School Graduates!

Anna Jeeries
Oak Knoll School of the 
Holy Child  and
will attend University of 
Tampa for Musical Theater  

Trip Brown
Lawrenceville Academy 
and will attend Northeastern 
University’s Engineering School 

Thomas Beacham
The Pingry School 
and will attend Vanderbilt 
University 

Ben Campbell
Graduating from Home 
School and will attend the 
University of Maryland 

Olivia Campbell
Graduating Summit High 
School and will attend 
NYU 

Krista Ann Clapp
Graduating Summit High 
School and will attend 
Loyola Maryland

Katie Evenson
Summit High School  
and will attend NYU Tisch 
School of The Arts with a 
major in Drama 

Ali Hat el d
Pingry School 
and will attend Kenyon 
College  

Timmy Henderson
Madison High School and
will attend Elon University 

Caitlin Kramer
Oak Knoll School  and
will attend University of 
Pennsylvania 

Emily Sharpe
Summit High School  and
will attend Bucknell 
University 

Izzy Sykes
Oak Knoll School of the 
Holy Child  and
will attend Colgate 
University 



Congratulaons to Our College Graduates
Central congratulates the following members on their college graduations:

Clapp, Stephen - Amherst Cho, Clara - Hamilton

Donohue, Emily - Tufts Evenson, Courtney - Tulane

Giusto, Sydney - U Delaware Charlie Girard- University of Michigan

Henderson, Will - Elon University Osmulski, Caitlin- Miami University

Pakosh, Chris - Patterson Peterson, Katrina - Kenyon College

Ross, Teia - Georgetown Sartorius, Olivia- Cornell  University

Shamim, Stephen- University of Richmond Sit, Amanda

Central Awards College Scholarships

Once again we have the privilege and pleasure to acknowledge our graduating seniors. Theses remarkable young 
men and women have distinguished themselves in academics, athletics and community service. We are extremely 
proud of them.  As a result of this CPC is honored to award scholarships to these students who will lead us in the 
next generation.

I would like to thank the families of the recipients for the outstanding job they have done in raising these excep-
tional individuals and the CPC community for all their support and eorts on their behave. I would like each one 
of them to know how proud we are of them and we are always available if they need us.

I have no doubt that these students will change the world and make it a better place. We should all be grateful 
and appreciative that we have had the opportunity to witness their growth and development into the exceptional 
human beings they have become. We pray that God will always watch over them through the journeys of their 
lives and shower them with love, peace and happiness.

Our sincere congratulations,
Kevin Hill, Chairman Scholarship Committee

CPC Leadership Award/ Francis Brown Beattie CPC Service Award: Tim Henderson

Laura C. Binder Central Presbyterian Church Service Award : Olivia Campbell

Greer Scholar-Athlete Award: Emily Sharpe

Dorothy Tawney Christian Service Award: Ben Campbell

Jeanette Thatcher Christian Service Award: Krista Clapp



Building & Grounds Update
The Buildings & Grounds team  and 
Peter Richardson, the Director of 
Facilities Operations, have been 
busy!  Here are the projects that 
have been moving forward during 
the quarantine:

Repointing
Paragon returned on the 2nd May to 
complete the East End Project re-
pointing that was started last year. 
The contractor had previously pro-
vided estimates for the Southside 
area around the Jesus with the chil-
dren window. After negotiations 
B&G negotiated a 25% cost reduc-
tion to complete this work, the work 
should be completed by the 19th

June.

Stained Glass Windows
Femenella returned on June 2nd to 
install the Easter window and the 
Christmas window, this installation 
should be complete by July 15th. 

Ford Place Kitchen and Dining 
Room Renovation
In an eort to keep the two church 
manses up to date, we have renovat-
ed the kitchen and dining room. The 
project is complete.

Central Kitchen
Permits have been submitted and we 
are discussing the plan with the vari-
ous City inspectors. This review peri-
od will take on average 3 months.

Flat Roof Replacement
We have agreed terms with Pieros 
roo ng s peci ali st and contracts have 
been exchanged. Pieros are trying to 
secure permits and permission for 
the crane from City of Summit. This 
work can only start once the 
Scaolding is removed from the East 
end roof, this will be removed before 
the End of July if Femenella work 
goes to plan.

Central Member Featured in New Book
Central member Randy Boswick is featured in a book published this year, titled "The Other Veter-
ans of World War II:  Stories from Behind the Front Lines," by Rona Simmons.  The book describes 
stories of veterans who were not on the front lines of combat, but whose contributions were criti-
cal to the war eort. 

We spoke to Randy, who is currently living at Cedar Crest, a retirement home in Pompton Lakes, NJ.  He told me 
some of his story, with humility and humor, saying that claiming he was “featured” in the book is an overstate-
ment.  “There were many people in the book, I was just one of them.”  None the less, Randy has a chapter of his 
own.

Randy told me a bit about how he enlisted in the army during college, and was sent to Europe to join a medical 
depot company.  While spending 19 months in Italy, France, and Germany, Randy was declared “essential person-
nel” and “frozen” when the war ended, meaning he was not sent home for several additional months.  When he 
did return home to Pittsburgh, he completed his  Westminster College education, where he met his wife (who, 
Randy told me, came from a “long line of Presbyterian ministers”).  They married, and eventually moved to Sum-
mit, joining Central Presbyterian Church more than 50 years ago.

Read more about Randy’s war experiences in the book, available on Amazon.com: https://www.amazon.com/dp/
B085J29NBL/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085J29NBL/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B085J29NBL/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1


Weekday Nursery School
Taking the Classroom Home and 
Back Again!

Who would have ever imagined we 
would be where we are now!  The 
unthinkable has happened.  We 
brought a “virtual” school with well 
thought out daily lesson plans, zoom 
classes, video lessons all from teach-
ers working from home into the 
homes of the 127 households that 
makes up our school community.   
As our school year comes to an end 
June 11th, I am overwhelmed with 
pride of our teachers that were 
thrown into this new world and met 
the demands successfully.  I am 
grateful to our school families who 
have expressed their appreciation of 
our eorts and supported their chil-
dren through this dicult unprece-
dented time.

The big question on everyone’s mind 
is now “What’s next?”  We are now 
tasked with opening our school fol-
lowing the guidelines that are laid 
out in a 10 page document from the 
NJ Department of Children and 
Families (licensing) www.njdcf.gov.  
They base their mandates on the 
CDC guidelines and are complete.  
Being tasked with having a school 
responsible to the safety and well-
ness of all our children and sta dur-

ing this COVID-19 pandemic is not 
taken lightly.   We have many major 
steps to rethink from how we bring 
children into the school, smaller 
numbers allowed in each group, 
keeping the children safely apart, 
keeping their belongings and sup-
plies separate, and the cleaning that 
will be needed ongoing.  Following 
the protocols of continual hand 
washing, wearing of masks for sta 
and recommended where feasible 
for children over 2 years old, with 
more to be thought through and to 
be ready with policies in place.  I am 
blessed with two teams of people my 
Advisory Board and a new Planning 
Team that consist of Advisory liaison 
and key oce and teaching 
personnel to work through 
each requirement.  A suc-
cessful end to this summer 
project is for the school to 
reopen following all the 
safety protocols stipulated 
and to still have a quality 
school program.  

Your continued prayers are 
welcomed as we have a 
daunting, but we believe 
doable journey ahead.

Be well,

Peggy Flintosh

One of our most devoted “small groups” at Central Church is the Motet choir.  Since 
March 19th the choir family has continued to “meet” via zoom every Thursday night.  
With limited singing but lots of chatting, we sometimes have 18 choir members 
online, and Stanley Simms via conference call.  It has been very meaningful for us to 
keep in touch on a weekly basis and we’ve enjoyed getting to know each other on a 
dierent basis.

Our “Zooming” Choir

http://www.njdcf.gov
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