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Lent 2021
A Letter from the Pastor
REOPENING CHURCH
It’s been almost a year since we last gathered in the Chapel or the Sanctuary for Sunday morning worship at Central Presbyterian Church. March 8, 2020, was our last
Sunday together in those places. In many ways, speaking personally, it has seemed
much longer. When I decided 40 years ago to follow the pathway to become a pastor,
I never anticipated that I would preach to a dot on an iPad or a camera on a wall. I
never conceived that meetings would be virtual and pastoral care would be by telephone. We have all learned a lot during this past year, and I am certainly grateful for
the technology, but to be perfectly honest, I do not like any of this. As much as anybody out there, I have yearned to be able to be together.
However, at Central, we have also listened to what the doctors have been telling us,
and let’s be honest about this. The doctors could not have been any clearer from the
very beginning. Gathering a group together inside and having them sit there for prolonged periods of time is dangerous. It is a prime way that this virus spreads. And this
virus is a killer. This virus leads to long term debilitation. This virus needs to be treated with the utmost seriousness. I know that other churches have opened. I honestly
don’t know why they have. All that I can say is that they have not followed the best
medical advice available to us. At Central, we have decided to follow the best advice.
And we have decided that we do not want to do anything to increase the risk of infecting people with the virus. We want to do everything that we can do to stop the
spread.
And yet, I still get asked the question, “When are you going to reopen church?” Of
course, as a Presbyterian pastor, I would tell you that the pronoun in the question is
incorrect since a decision like this is not mine alone. The more correct question for us
as Presbyterians is, “When are we going to reopen church?” And the honest truth is
that we do not know when it will be safe to reopen the building for gatherings there.
We all hope that it is soon, sometime later this year, but we simply do not know when
it will be safe to reopen the building.
In the meantime, we have provided all sorts of ways for folks to connect, from worship in a parking lot to gatherings on Zoom. We will continue to explore other ways
to make connections between people, especially as winter turns to spring and summer. And we will encourage everyone to get vaccinated when they can so that the
threat posed by this virus abates. And when that happens, when the best medical advice is that it is safe to gather inside again, I assure you that, as soon as that happens,
we will open the Chapel, the Sanctuary, the building so that we can gather together to
worship God there.
--Pastor Don Steele
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Lenten Events
How to Worship
with Central
Although in-person worship
has been subject to cancellation due to the pandemic,
we are still worshiping together every Sunday. Try us
on any of the following
platforms:
Facebook: (https://
www.facebook.com/
centralchurchSummitNJ/)
Join in worship at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday mornings, on Central’s Facebook page. Simply click the link (even if you
don’t have a Facebook account) and you can view
our content.
YouTube: (https://
youtube.com/channel/
UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w ) See all of Central’s

videos on our YouTube
channel, with a new premiere each Sunday at 10:00
a.m.
HTTV:
Watch us on Summit’s
Hometowne TV, Verizon
Fios channel 33, and Comcast channel 36, at 10:00
a.m. every Sunday.
Website:
Visit www.centralpres.org/
sermons for links to our
worship videos.

It is said that man plans, and God laughs. Central has
the following events planned for the Lenten season,
with everything subject to change! Please check for updates on our website or in the Friday Emails.

Ash Wednesday
February 17 at 9:30 a.m.
Central plans to premiere an Ash Wednesday video
on Facebook and YouTube. There will be “ashes to
go” available for pickup that day, and the Friday
before.

HALLELUJAH: The Bible and Handel’s Messiah
You are invited to join Dr. Charity Wicks and Pastor
Steele for the continuation of their study of Handel’s
Messiah every Sunday morning during Lent at 11:00
a.m. via Zoom. While there is no charge for the class,
you must pre-register so that you can receive the Zoom
link for the class. Please pre-register via the Sign Up
Genius link below
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0848A5A929A0FC1-messiah
Dr. Wicks and Pastor Steele will pick up where they left
off before Christmas, considering Parts 2 and 3 of Messiah, including the beloved chorus, “Hallelujah!” Each
class will last about an hour. You can participate even if
you did not participate in the class during Advent, and
feel free to invite a friend, whether or not they are
members of Central. The first class will be held on Sunday, February 21, and continue each Sunday morning
through Palm Sunday, March 28. Sign up and join us!
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Lenten Events, continued
Sunday Evening Lenten Vespers
You are invited to join us weekly for a brief Lenten Vespers service each Sunday evening in Lent at 5:00
p.m. on the Elm Street side of the building. There will be prayer, Scripture reading, a brief reflection on
the Scripture, and music from our Carillon. You can remain in your car in the Elm Street lot, or you can
exit your car if you are wearing a mask and maintain social distance. The services begin on Sunday, February 21, and will continue each week, rain or shine, through Palm Sunday, March 28, when we will be
joined by a special visitor—the Easter Bunny! We hope that you will join us throughout Lent while Central continues to work to “stop the spread!”

WAVE in March
WAVE will be virtual once again in March, premiering on Sunday, March 14, at 5:00 p.m. on Facebook and
YouTube. With March 17 being St. Patrick’s Day, our focus will be on St. Patrick. While celebrated in connection with Ireland, St. Patrick was not Irish. Quite the contrary, when he was young, he was kidnapped
by Irish pirates and held captive in Ireland. He escaped, but decided to return to Ireland to preach the
Gospel, showing the incredible power of forgiveness—a power much needed in our times. Join us for the
WAVE worship service in March as we consider what forgiveness is (and what it isn’t) and how we can
unleash the power of forgiveness in our lives and in our world.

Palm Sunday Vespers
Sunday, March 28
Our Lenten Vespers will take on an especially celebratory air on Palm Sunday as we are
joined by the Easter Bunny. We invite you to decorate your car and to bring the whole
family to the Elm Street parking lot for this time of prayer and reflections, Carillon music
and celebration!

Maundy Thursday
April 1 at 7:00 p.m. at 5:00 p.m.
Please join us on Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m. on the Elm Street side of the building for a
Maundy Thursday Communion and Tenebrae Service. You can remain in your car in the Elm Street lot, or
be outside of your car with a mask on and maintaining social distance. Prepackaged communion elements
will be provided, and members of the 2021 Confirmation Class will do the readings, with the Carillon supplying music as the shadows lengthen and the darkness of Good Friday approaches.

Easter Sunday
April 4 at 10:00 a.m.
It is hard to forget that Easter Sunday, 2020, we were under a “stay at home” order due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. We gathered virtually for worship that day. This year, we are planning to have Easter
worship at 10:00 a.m. once again on HTTV, Facebook and YouTube, but we are also planning, weather
permitting, to have worship on the Maple Street lawn at 10:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday, April 4. Masks, social distancing, and check-in will be required. We also request that you bring your own chair to set up on
the lawn. If the weather is bad, we will move our Easter morning service to the Elm Street side of the
building so you can stay dry in your car. Either way, we hope that you will join us as we celebrate the
Lord’s Resurrection!
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An Interview with Brian Giebler, Tenor
Perhaps you have heard Brian
Giebler’s outstanding voice in
our worship videos, or have
seen Central’s Christmas concert video, A Quiet Christmas:
From Our Homes to Yours,
which he both sings in and
helped produce. I had the
pleasure of speaking with Brian last month, and learning
more about this fabulous tenor.
Upbeat and charming, Brian
explained to me that he is very
excited to have been nominated for a Grammy Award this
year—for his very first solo
album, A Lad’s Love. Released last July, the album features a collection of early 20th
century English art songs,
chosen intentionally because
they are little known.
Brian told me he learned of his
Grammy nomination in an unlikely place—while at the
drive-through of a Chik-fil-a
in Raleigh, North Carolina,
while visiting family for
Thanksgiving.
Having grown up in Phoenixville, PA (near Valley
Forge), Brian now lives in New
York City with his husband,
Jordan, and their two rescue
dogs, Sadie and Nicki. While
he has done musical theater,
he considers himself foremost
an opera singer. Brian attended the First Presbyterian
Church of Phoenixville grow-

ing up, and his parents are
still members there. He attended the Eastman School
of Music in Rochester, and
earned his Master’s degree
at the University of Michigan, having majored in vocal
performance. It was at U of
M that Brian met his pianist,
Steven McGhee, who performs on his CD.
Brian came to Central
Church through Charity
Wicks, our Director of Music Ministries. Charity was
invited to play on a gospel CD
recorded (but never released)
at Trinity Wall Street Church,
where she met Brian, who immediately decided he needed
to work with her again. He
asked Charity to play on some
audition videos for him, and
they became friends and
worked together on other
projects. Brian sang at Central twice in person—once for
an 8:30am Cloister Garden
service, and once for a service
in the auditorium during our
Sanctuary renovation. During
the pandemic, Charity invited
him to record some solos for
our worship videos, and that
led to the Christmas concert
video.
“Brian Giebler is one of the
most extraordinary musicians
I know, and I feel so grateful
that he’s been able to provide
music for Central throughout
this pandemic. He’s a true

gem, and he brings light to
everything he does. Lucky
us!” said Charity.
The Grammy Awards will
be aired on March 14 at
grammy.com—be sure to
watch, and cheer for Brian
to win his first Grammy!
Brian’s album, A Lad’s Love,
is available at BrianGiebler.com, Amazon.com, and iTunes.
-Jeanne Thiemann
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Kitchen Renovation
Central applied for permits from the City in
March for the Kitchen
Renovation, and due to
the pandemic, they were
not approved until August,
and we stared the project
in September.
It took 4 strong guys from
1-800-GOT-JUNK to take
apart and dispose of the
pizza ovens. Luckily they
were in four sections.

Once the appliances and
counters were removed
and stored in the auditorium, the demolition started
in earnest. The cabinets
were removed easily
enough, but the floor was

made up of four layers —
they removed three and we
stopped when we reached
the asbestos layer. We decided to encapsulate the
floor, avoiding an expensive asbestos removal bill.
They also removed three
layers of ceiling, - when you
all return you will see we
have gained seven inches in
height.
The plumbers and electricians came in next to remove most of the old
plumbing and wiring and
install new.
Since December the sheet
rock, cabinets and floor
have been installed. The
painters are almost done
and will return at the end
of the project. This month
the tiling will start around
the wet areas and the new
appliances will arrive.
-Peter Richardson
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Capital Campaign, Phase 2
Help Central Presbyterian Church “Meet the Match!”
WHAT is “the matching grant” I’ve been hearing about?
We are honored to be the first church in New Jersey to have ever been
awarded a matching grant from the National Fund for Sacred Places,
the most important grant given to houses of worship in America. The
Fund was launched in 2016 with funding from the Indiana-based Lilly
Endowment. Since then, the National Fund, a grant making and support program of Partners for Sacred Places, in collaboration with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, has been providing matching grants to congregations like ours for urgent
repairs to their structures. They believe, as do we, that such congregations are vital to the enrichment of their communities now and in the years to come. By helping us to restore our
building, the Fund is ensuring that we can continue to deliver meaningful mission, service,
ministry and hospitality for another 150 years!
The National Fund has chosen to give us a grant of up to
$250,000 towards the restoration of our “Christ Blessing the
Children” stained-glass window, kitchen renovation, and necessary masonry work on the exterior of our building, if we can
raise $500,000 by 2023. Specifically, we will be awarded a 1:1 match
if we raise between $50,000 and $100,000, and for any amounts
raised over $100,000, we are eligible for a “1 for 2” match for funds
raised up to $500,000. If we raise $500,000, we’ll be given the maximum grant of $250,000. If we raise just $100,000, our grant will be
$50,000, if we raise $300,000, our grant will be $150,000, etc.

WHAT can I do to help?
Spread the word! Our work at Central goes “beyond the pews,” and if
we are to succeed in this campaign, we need contributions from “beyond the pews” as well. If
you know any folks in the area who have benefitted from any of the wonderful programs we
sponsor here, please reach out to them. Surely the whole town is enjoying the joyous music
ringing from our newly restored Carillon – making your job easy! Ask your friends, neighbors
and work associates to join in our campaign.
And of course, we need your contributions as well. Many of you have previously donated
to our Capital Campaign, and we sincerely thank you, but ask you to DONATE AGAIN to
“Capital Campaign: Phase 2.” (Contributions count towards our $500,000 goal only if they are
made after we were named awardees of this grant in the Fall of 2020.)
Continued on next page
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Capital Campaign Phase 2, continued
For those of you who have not contributed to the Capital Campaign in the past, NOW IS THE TIME
and we need you to step up and support us! We don’t want to leave one dollar of our potential
match on the table.

HOW can I participate?
Mail a check to 70 Maple Street earmarked “Capital Campaign: Phase 2” or you can go to our website at centralpres.org and scroll to the “GivePlus+” tab to pay by credit card. We accept gifts of other assets as well. Please contact Lisa McGee at 908-273-0441 x21 or lmcgee@centralpres.org for more
information on how to make your contribution.
Thank you so much! As you know, Central has stood at the heart of Summit for 150 years. Our cherished history of providing inspiring worship services; magnificent music programs; a stellar nursery
school and kindergarten; service and outreach opportunities including Community Vacation Bible
School, the outdoor Living Nativity, Al-Anon meetings, Family Promise hosting, and so much more,
has made us a pillar in the community. Our magnificent stained-glass windows, stunning stone architecture and recently restored Carillon which can be heard pealing joyously from our steeple,
have endeared us in the hearts and minds of generations and made us central to Summit. Now is
the time to give back to Central so that those stained-glass windows, our “community
kitchen” and stone walls can continue to enthrall and benefit generations to come.

Chaos to Calm: Candace Cameron-Bure
Candace Cameron Bure just
appeared on Central’s faith and
parenting TV series, Chaos to
Calm with Noelle Kirchner! New
York Times bestselling author,
actress, and producer, Candace
talks faith, family, and the Hallmark Channel with Noelle!
Hear her inspiring testimony of
faith; her advice on how to be a
healing balm in this difficult
time; and learn about her character-building children’s book
series! Her newest children’s
book, Candace’s Playful Puppy,

aims at fostering faithfulness,
a key spiritual virtue and fruit
of the Holy Spirit. Candace
describes her own (huge) dog
who inspired this endearing
story! Plus, find out which
Hallmark movie is her favorite and why, which Hallmark
film her daughter acted in,
and the secret to how she
manages it all as a mom of
three as well! Tune in via
YouTube or HTTV. You won’t
want to miss it!
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Children and Youth
Sunday School
We want to pause for a minute to say thank you to Jeanne Thiemann
and her web-design team for our beautiful, easy to use Sunday School
web platform. Offering denominational resources for at-home Sunday
School for children in preschool through 12th grade, we are thrilled our
web resources are available for families every week. In addition to offering at-home Sunday School for our congregation, we are honored to
partner with Springfield Presbyterian Church to offer resources for
their children. If you know churches who would like to access our resources online, please invite them to contact Pastor Deborah. We would love to
share these resources with everyone.
In addition to our online resources, every month we have a new Take-Out Sunday
School kit with crafts and activities for children from pre-k to 5th grade. We are so
grateful to our kit preparation team, and we invite adults and older kids to help us
put kits together. If you or your older children would like to help out, we will have
kits coming together each month. Email dhuggins@centralpres.org to help!

Connecting with Summit’s Seniors
Many of us are aware of the pandemic of loneliness that is so widespread in
our community. Central is connecting with Vito Gallo Senior Center to help
fight this pandemic. If you or you kids would like to color pages, make cards
or crafts, or write a note, we would love to pass them along to Vito Gallo
Senior Center - in fact all of the crafts from our Take-Out Sunday School
kits can also be donated back to the church. To make a donation, just drop
your cards and projects in the mail slot in the Maple Street door at the
church. For great coloring pages, check out: https://colorasmile.org/. Focus:
February - Valentines, March - St. Patrick’s Day, April - Easter, May - Mother’s and Father’s Days.

Confirmation
Our Confirmation class continues to work with their mentors. The class finished its second unit on
February 7th. Members of the class and their mentors presented their service projects. It was awesome
to see all of the different ways that our young people served the church this unit - people planted flowers, helped with the kitchen renovation, moved furniture, made luminaries, served as social media ambassadors and helped with Sunday School! It was amazing to hear not only about the hearts for service
that each of our kids have, but also to hear the creativity that they brought to their projects. Our students, teachers, and mentors are beginning their final unit of the year, “Believe.” They will be visiting
other faith communities, writing a statement of faith, and preparing their passion projects.
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Children and Youth, continued
Lent - A Time of Reflection
As we enter into this season of Lent, we think about the 40 days in the wilderness that Jesus spent preparing for ministry. It was a time of reflection, of quiet, it was a time with God. In our lives, finding
those moments of closeness with God can be a challenge - with the busyness of kids’ schedules, work,
and community responsibilities, sometimes we push our spiritual life to the back burner. Lent is a
time to shift our priorities and to focus on faith with our families. Here are six easy ways to connect
with our kids and with God this Lent:
Six Easy ways to focus on faith during Lent:
Use the Ashes at Home Kit to celebrate Ash Wednesday together.
Gather together as a family to set an intention for the next 40 days.
Kits are available for pick up at the church on Sunday, February 14,
and Wednesday, February 17.
Say grace at every meal. Whenever you and your family sit down for a
meal together - even if it’s breakfast, add a simple grace - you can
always use the favorite: Thank you for the world so sweet, thank you for the food we eat, thank
you for the birds that sing, thank you God for everything. Amen.
Light a candle - Whether it’s during dinner, or for a few minutes of quiet before bed, just lighting
a candle and letting that warmth and light draw you in for a few minutes as you pray with your
kids is a great practice to feel more connected to God.
Commit to a memory verse - This is a great time to make sure that your kids know the Lord’s
Prayer. If they have that one mastered, think about the 23rd Psalm. Be sure to reward their
efforts with praise, and even a treat (who says you can’t have chocolate during Lent? I promise,
it’s not in the Bible!).
Tell a different story from the Bible every Sunday - Whether you are reading from the Children’s Bible, or focusing on Jesus‘s own journey to Jerusalem, sharing God’s word is an important way to connect with kids and faith.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A46
-52&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?
search=Luke+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19%3A13
-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A+110&version=ESV
Work prayer time into your regular routine - You can add a prayer to the drop-off at school, to
your morning walk with the dog, your workout, or to evening tuck-ins. Building prayer into our
routines is a great way to grow closer to God.
-Pastor Deborah Huggins
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First Sundays Study for Women
Parish Associate Noelle Kirchner and Associate Pastor Deborah Huggins
have enjoyed connecting virtually the first Sunday of every month with Central’s women’s study. Their current study has focused on Noelle’s book, How to
Live Your Life Purpose: The Six-Step Journey to God’s Best. Participants have enjoyed prayer, Bible study, and inspiring conversation. The study concludes in
March. If you are interested in joining a study or have a study idea, reach out to
Pastor Deborah at dhuggins@centralpres.org.

Pastor Huggins Appointed to Synod Committee
At its meeting last month of the Synod of the Northeast, Pastor Deborah Huggins
was elected to the Committee on Representation for the Synod of the North East.
In this role, Pastor Deborah will be able to join with others to help churches in
our region to "give full expression to the rich diversity of the church’s membership
and shall provide for full participation and access to representation in decisionmaking and employment practices." The administrative commission invited Pastor Deborah to this role because of her work on faith and disability. "I am happy
to be serving the church in this new role. I hope that my expertise in faith and disability can help our region be more welcoming and affirming of the gifts and talents of people with disabilities in faith communities." Congratulations Pastor Deborah!

Carillon
The celebration of Central’s 150-year history ended with many in the Congregation enjoying firsthand the Bauer Family Foundation’s generous gift of the new Schulmerich G5 Electronic Carillon!
Young and old, members and not, have been cheered by our new musical instrument, each day of the
week since November 8th. It is capable of not only playing 750 hymns and songs, but “bells” and
“bagpipes” too. It can be heard from above Oak Ridge, to Euclid and beyond. How uplifting for us all
as the pandemic has dragged on.
The one-and-a-half years of 150th celebrations have ended; the 51 Committee members must be
thanked for their hundreds of hours donated for us to enjoy such a variety of events. They reached
their goal of securing a lasting gift for the Congregation: the new Carillon. The memorable 12minute DVD entitled “150 Years: History/ Faith, Service, and Fellowship,” intended as a gift of remembrance at the Anniversary Dinner was instead given as a Christmas gift to those at the Advent
and Christmas Eve services.
Be sure to listen for Central’s “bells” at noon, 3 :00 and 6:00 p.m. when travelling the lovely Summit
neighborhoods. Share our “news” with those who are near! We WILL be “back!”
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Deacons’ Update
Since March 2020, when Central Church was forced to make
a hard and sudden pivot to provide online-only worship and
virtual group meetings, the
Deacons have played a key role
in connecting with the congregation and caring for each other and our communities. Deacons have been communicating
regularly by phone, texts and
emails with elderly members
and those who live alone to
help alleviate the isolation that
members may be feeling, ascertain needs and lend support
and assistance. Deacons have
also reached out to members to uncover any technology
roadblocks or struggles (i.e. internet connection, equipment,
general confusion) standing in
their way of connecting with
the church and accessing the
church’s emails, Facebook
page, YouTube channel, Zoom
video communications and/or
HTTV.

Perhaps the most visible role
of the Deacons has been to
usher and greet those who
gather for worship services.
This fall the Deacons supported the outdoor worship
experiences through a variety
of tasks – collecting screening questionnaires, taking
temperatures and ensuring
social distancing and mask
wearing. In December, the
Deacons delivered the gift of
poinsettias to some members
to express love at Christmas
time, and assisted in distributing the Advent kits that
contained four Advent candles and an “acts of kindness”
calendar.
Recognizing that the pandemic has hurt the most vulnerable in our communities,
the Deacons poured our resources from the Deacons’
Fund to help meet some of
the needs – Shop Rite gift

cards for six Eport families;
activities to enjoy during a
summer of no camp for 63
Eport and Summit students;
two scholarships for the
FLASH summer program;
rent support for an Overlook
oncology patient; assistance
with living expenses for an
unemployed member; and
contributed to the winter
emergency shelter program
for Summit’s homeless at the
Best Western hotel in New
Providence.
Certainly, as Deacons we miss
seeing all of you face to face,
but we are still here for anybody who needs support or to
help in a wide range of ministries. Please let us know if
you have suggestions of new
ways of connecting with each
other and being the Church
for one another.

Central Welcomes New Members
Central received its first new members of 2021 at the Session meeting on
January 11th—Danford and Catherine Peterson. The Petersons moved to
Summit in early 2020 from Brooklyn, NY. They have two young boys
who keep them very busy and have taught them the power of curiosity
and laughter. George is 2 years old and Myles is 8 months old. They are
excited to be a part of the CPC and Summit community.

-Carrie Fallon

12

Weekday Nursery School
Christmas 2020
A year like no other! It continued to stretch us to be flexible
and adapt as we moved into
the Christmas season. The
CPC Weekday Nursery School
and Kindergarten has always
cherished certain traditions.
The tradition that stands out
beyond all others would be our
Christmas Pageants that each
Kindergarten and each 4-yearold class would present for
their families. It was “always”
in the Chapel. It was “always”
with the same costumes. It
was “always” with the same
narrated script for the 4-yearolds and with the class-written
script year after year for the
Kindergarten. This year there
was to be no “always.” But like
in Dr. Seuss’s book “As dawn
arrives, the Grinch expects the
Whos to let out bitter and sorrowful cries, but instead, much
to his shock, they sing a joyous
Christmas song.” With the ingenuity of each classroom
teacher, the tradition went on.

With Pageants filmed in
classrooms and in the
downstairs Children’s center
and replayed repeatedly in
each family’s home, the
prized tradition, though
different, continued!

With a creative and energetic PTO team, a new Christmas tradition may be taking
root as they had the first ever “CPC Santa Carline Express.” On a balmy, foggy

each family driving
through, decked in their
own “Christmas PJ’s,” and
treated to carolers, mailing
their letters to Santa, a
treat bag complete with
cookies, a CPC WNSK
Christmas ornament, and a
picture frame. It ended
with a surprise sighting of
Santa with pictures taken
at each car and sent to
each family to frame.
Yes, Santa was even wearing a mask under his
beard. I was treated to one
of the best pictures of myself and my husband in
several years!
-Peggy Flintosh

Saturday evening in December they transformed the
school grounds into a
Christmas fairyland. With
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