
   

 

 

 

I love how spring comes. It comes gently, gradually. Crocuses and daffodils 
and forsythias show it first, followed by the redbuds and the cherry blossoms, 
and a gradual spread of soft green in the trees. There are set backs along the 
way. It turns unexpectedly cold and blustery, even sometimes with a bit of 
snow, but there’s no denying that the seasons are changing, and spring will 
win out, in the end, with more light, more color. This year, after missing last 
spring as the novel coronavirus began its deadly march, spring has seemed 
more sweet and beautiful than ever. And maybe that’s not just because of 
what’s going on outside, but maybe that’s also because of the change inside 
me, you, us. With some of the hectic quality of life taken away, maybe we are 
better able to notice the beauty that has always been there, right in front of 
our faces. 

As seasons change in our life together at Central, I have a feeling that it’s going 
to be like the coming of spring. That is, I have a feeling that our post-
pandemic life will come to us, not with a sudden, grand “reopening,” but more 
gently, gradually. There will be signs of new life as we feel more safe gathering 
together as a community of faith—worshiping together, meeting together in 
small groups—not a sudden surge, but one step following another. It is possi-
ble to imagine that there will be setbacks along the way, but I hope that there 
will be no denying in the coming months that new life is winning out. 

And as this season changes, I invite you to notice the beauty that’s always been 
there in our community of faith, along with all that used to distract us. Do we 
as a community of faith really need to do all that we had been doing before? 
Or are there things that, honestly, we did not miss doing during these past 
months? And can we let some of those things go so that we can together focus 
on what we’ve really, deeply missed during lockdowns and quarantines? 

“I think that when the dust settles, we will realize how very little we need, how 
very much we actually have, and the true value of human connection.” I can-
not attribute the quote, but I agree with it. At least, I hope that this is the real-
ization that come for us individually, as families, as a community, as a church. 

 

--Pastor Don Steele 
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Capital Campaign, Phase 2 

Thank you for your wonderful 
support of our grant challenge 
with the National Fund for Sa-
cred Places.  Since our mailing 
went out in early April, we 
have received 90+ donations 
from church members, former 
members, and community do-
nors totalling more than 
$400,000!  Our donations 
come from 11 states (NJ, CO, 
MT, SC, FL, CA, NC, UT, PA, 
DE, TX) and it has been fun to 
hear from our “out-of-
towners” who are really step-
ping up to support us! 

 

Funds collected will support 
restoration of our magnificent 
“Christ Blessing the Children” 
stained-glass window, our 
kitchen renovation, and vital 
exterior mason work. 

 

As a reminder, when we reach 
$500,000 we will receive 
$250,000 from the National 
Fund. No donation is too 

Central is now wor-
shiping in-person, in 
the Sanctuary every 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m.!   

 

In addition, watch us 
live on Summit’s 
Hometowne TV, Ver-
izon Fios channel 33, 
and Comcast channel 
36, at 10:00 a.m.   
every Sunday. 

 

Following the ser-
vices, we post video 
to:  

 

Facebook: (https://
www.facebook.com/
centralchurchSum-
mitNJ/)   

 

and  

  

YouTube: (https://
youtube.com/
channel/
UCPf6KiUHiNNbVw
cDuanGt8w )   

 

Website:  

Visit 
www.centralpres.org
/sermons for links to 
our recent worship 
videos. 

How to Worship 
with Central  

small, and all gift amounts 
are confidential (Finance Ad-
ministrator Lisa Magee is the 
only person who sees the 
amount with the donor infor-
mation.)  We are in the home 
stretch and ask you to help us 
“make the match!” Please 
send a check with “Capital 
Campaign Phase 2” in the 
memo line to the office at 70 
Maple Street or contribute 
online via the church website 
at www.centralpres.org and 
look for the “donate” tab!  We 
thank you for your generosity 
and will keep you informed 
on our progress! 

WAVE Announces Summer Dates 

Central’s contemporary wor-
ship service, WAVE, will 
gather at 5:00 p.m. on the 
church lawn for worship on 
the following Sundays: 

June 6 

July 11 & 25 

August 8 & 22 

Come as you are and bring 
a chair!  Communion will 
be served at each service. 
The services will be can-
celled if it rains. 

https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
http://www.centralpres.org
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An Interview with Nadia Ayoub, Missionary 

I had the pleasure of inter-
viewing our missionary in 
Greece, Nadia Ayoub, recent-
ly. Nadia is working with refu-
gees, helping them with asy-
lum applications, obtaining 
resident cards, and finding 
housing and jobs.  I wondered 
how one became a full-time 
missionary, and Nadia shared 
her story. 

Nadia was born and grew up 
in Cairo, Egypt, in a Christian 
family with eight children.  
She studied agricultural engi-
neering in college, and later 
attended the Theological 
Evangelical Seminary in Cairo.  
In Egypt, women were allowed 
to attend seminary, but were 
not permitted to be ordained.  
She learned from friends that 
ordination of women was al-
lowed in several other coun-
tries, and following a visit to 
her brother in Ireland, she be-
gan her studies in England 
and continued later in the 
United States.  An American 
friend introduced her to a 
Christian radio station in 
Chatham, NJ, in 1984, who fur-
ther recommended Nadia to a 
local mission agency, where 
she became a missionary. 

Nadia raised support for her 
work, and told her mother in 
Egypt that she needed 100 
people to pray for her daily.  
Her mother simply responded, 
“So I will pray for you 100 
times a day.” 

In 1997, Nadia went on her 

first overseas assignment to 
Kazakhstan, through the Pres-
byterian Church.  She taught 
Bible school and Sunday 
school, but was not permitted 
to pray for the sick because 
she was not ordained.  This 
inspired Nadia to resume her 
quest for ordination.  In 2000, 
Central Presbyterian Church 
in Summit, NJ, sponsored Na-
dia for ordination. 

She was commissioned to Ta-
jikistan with Orphan Relief 
Aid, working with the Russian 
Baptist Church, starting two 
preschool programs. Then, in 
2010, in the Sanctuary at Cen-
tral, Nadia finally became an 
ordained minister. 

Later that year, Nadia went to 
the Ukraine to work with the 
Roma people, starting educa-
tional programs for children 
and adults, and also started a 
church and Sunday school in 
three villages for the Roma 
people she served. 

Today, Nadia is in Greece, 
supported by 22 churches and 
21 individuals through the 
PCUSA.  She is learning 
Greek, and assisting refugees 

from Syria, Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and northern Africa as 
they enter Greece and at-
tempt to settle or move on 
to other countries in their 
search for asylum.  

Nadia would like to thank 
Central Presbyterian 
Church for their support 
since 1995.  Nadia considers 
Central to be her “home” 
church. “Central has taken 
care of me, and thank you 
for this year’s generous do-
nation.  I could not have 
done my work without Cen-
tral’s financial help.  I trust 
God will show us the results 
of my work.” 

 

-Jeanne Thiemann 
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Central Welcomes New Members 
 

On May 10, Session received into active membership by transfer from Potomac Presbyterian 
Church, Potomac, MD, Jennifer and Joe Gawronski.  They have two sons: Will is 15 and  just be-
came a Central member in the confirmation class; Connor is 13 and in 7th grade. 
 
Jennifer comes to us as an ordained Elder and was elected to the Board of Deacons  this month.  
Joe has been a Sunday School Teacher. 
 
Please make the entire Gawronski family welcome. 

Nomi Network Opens New Program in Dallas 

 An estimated 400 teens 
are sold on the streets 
of Dallas, Texas, each 
night.  

 
 There are three million 

homeless youth in the 
U.S., and 3,400 of them 
live in Dallas.   

 
 According to The Ur-

ban Institute, sex 
trafficking generates 
$99 million in profits 
annually in Dallas 
alone. 

 
Central’s mission partner, 
the Nomi Network, has 
moved into a new location
- Dallas, Texas - to expand 

their global battle against 
human trafficking. 
 
Nomi Network will provide 
training, mentorship, and 
career advancement for 
Dallas’s disenfranchised 
youth caught within the 
juvenile justice system and 
break cycles of violence, 
poverty, and incarceration. 
 
Nomi Network’s vision is a 
world without slavery 
where every woman can 
know her full potential. 
Their mission is to end hu-
man trafficking by creating 
pathways to safe employ-
ment, empowering women 
and girls to break cycles of 

slavery in their families 
and communities. 
 
Central has supported No-
mi for many years as they 
worked in India and Cam-
bodia.  Our own George 
Ross sits on their Board of 
Directors.  We will contin-
ue to support Nomi 
through their new ven-
tures here in the United 
States. Learn more at  
https://nominetwork.org 

Baptism 

Curtis Hillyer V, son of Curtis Hillyer IV and Kelly Darling Hillyer, 
was baptized in Central’s Sanctuary on May 9 (Mothers Day!), dur-
ing our first worship service indoors since the pandemic arrived.  
The baptism was performed by Pastor Don Steele, assisted by Pas-
tor Deborah Huggins and Elder Dave Fosgate. 

https://nominetwork.org
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Financial Report 
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Confirmands Join in Membership 

 

Congratulations! 

On Saturday, May 1, our Confirmation Class of 2021 entered into membership at the Confir-

mation Breakfast.  They were welcomed by the congregation the following morning at wor-

ship. 
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Children and Youth 

Summit CommUNITY Camp 2021 
July 26 - 30, 2021 
8:30 a.m. — noon (EDT) 
 
We are registering now for our outdoor, in-person VBS! The last 
week of July is going to be the best week of the summer! We are so 
excited to welcome preschoolers into camp this year. We will have  
lots of games, activities and music to help us all focus on God. Right 
now, we are already about ½ full. If you are thinking about coming 
to camp, or having your middle or high school students volunteer, 
please sign up now- space is limited because of COVID. We antici- 
pate having a waitlist this year for youth volunteers and campers. 
We are also seeking adults to help with decorations, registration, leading stations, and groups. 
Check your schedules and see if you can spend some time with us this summer!  
 
Click HERE for more information and to register. Here is a printable flyer with details. 

 
 

 

Pop-Up Mission Projects: June and July, dates TBD 
 

Last year’s in-town mission work was a huge success, serving to 
connect us even more with each other and our neighbors in Sum-
mit. We are going to do it again this year, with six different teams 
that you can join, focusing on gardening, landscaping, carpentry 
and painting. Open to all High School students (including rising 
Freshman) and adults. Check out the details here. Sign up for a 
project here.  

 

 

 

 

Confirmation 
 
Thirteen confirmands were welcomed into membership on May 1st at our outdoor Confirmation 
Breakfast.  After an especially challenging year during the pandemic, these young people showed 
flexibility and fortitude regarding their Confirmation journeys.  Classes and projects were creatively 
constructed to work with social distancing restrictions and safety measures.  Congratulations to all 
the confirmands, their mentors, and their families. (See their photos on the previous page). 

 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/bf5a37
https://vbspro.events/p/events/bf5a37
https://files.constantcontact.com/13b538fe001/88137289-fea6-4a77-aedd-8545b3da3151.pdf
https://centralpres.org/summer-pop-up-mission-projects/
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/1357fd902a0c9ebc42-youthmission
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Weekday Nursery School 

 “Library on the Move”.   With 

all the COVID regulations and 

protocols of the 2020-2021 

school year, it can be said that 

the Nursery School and Kin-

dergarten knows how to 

“adapt”.   We were faced with 

having to make many changes.  

It often felt like we had to do 

without so many programs and 

events that were loved and 

missed.  By November, the 

time for each class to come to 

our Library, for me to read to 

them, and for the children to 

pick a book to borrow for the 

week was sorely missed.  A 

purchase of a Library cart on 

wheels became an easy answer.   

A schedule was put in place 

and with books added to the 

cart each week from our Li-

brary, it travels from class to 

class.  From the hallway the 

children can still choose a 

book to take home for the 

week.  I enjoy reading to 

each class sharing favorite 

titles from our Library.  The 

books are bagged and 

“quarantined” when re-

turned and the cycle of 

books to enjoy continues. 

We will cherish the day we 

can go back to having group 

after group come downstairs 

to our Library space but un-

til then we have had fun be-

ing able to not skip this im-

portant feature of our 

Nursery School and Kinder-

garten program. 

The other favorite that start-

ed this week is the “Chick 

Hatching Project”.  The 

farmer arrived with the 

eggs, incubator, and brood-

er box to be housed and 

cared for by our Kindergar-

ten classes.  The entire 

school will have time to see 

the thrilling changes to the 

point of fluffy little chicks.  

Each class is separated and 

always have COVID regu-

lations in place. The ex-

citement will be evident in 

the school wing.    

The school year is close to 

an end, with our last day 

being June 9th.  We are 

grateful for all the prayers 

for the health and safety of 

our teachers, children, and 

families. 
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