
   

 

According to the Book of Ezra, when the people of Israel came back to 

Jerusalem from exile, one of the first things they did was to restore worship in 

Jerusalem and to begin to rebuild the Temple, which had been destroyed when 

they had been carted off into exile. When the foundation was laid for the new 

Temple, they held a celebration. And yet, for those who remembered the old 

Temple, the new one did not quite measure up. And so, they “wept with a loud 

voice, though many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not distin-

guish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s weeping 

” (Ezra 3: 12,13).  

 

And maybe that’s how Christmas will be this year—filled with joy over 

what is as well as filled with weeping over what is not, at least not yet, not this 

year. For the truth is that, while things have improved since last Christmas, the 

pandemic is not over. People are still getting sick and dying from COVID. And 

so, this Christmas, while we will be able to restore much of what we could not 

do last Christmas, the truth is that there will still be restrictions this Christmas, 

put in place to safeguard public health. At Central, we will hear the beautiful 

music of Christmas again, but much of it will be instrumental as opposed to be-

ing vocal. We will sing Christmas carols again, but we will still need to wear 

masks as we do so. On Christmas Eve, we will be able to be together again in the 

Sanctuary, but we will not be able to be crowded in like we were on Christmas 

Eves before COVID. That is why we are holding the pageant the Sunday morn-

ing before Christmas—December 19, and that is why we are scheduling several 

different services on Christmas Eve. We hope to spread out the crowd.  

 

This Christmas will not be like the ones we remember, but this Christ-

mas will be more like those than last Christmas was. And while there will still be 

things that we miss, we can rejoice in all the signs that we can see that we are 

coming back. 

 

--Pastor Don Steele 
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Advent Events 

Blue Christmas at WAVE: December 5  

Some people struggle with feeling joy during the holidays. Central’s con-
temporary worship service, WAVE, will host a Blue Christmas service on 
Sunday, December 5  at 5:00 p.m. in the Auditorium to share God’s love 
with those suffering grief and pain. 

 

Living Nativity: December 12 

We'll be holding our Living Nativity on Sunday, December 12.  Please 
plan to join us on Central’s Maple Street lawn, where live animals and cos-
tumed actors will re-enact the first Christmas. The Nativity will run from 
4:30pm to 5:30pm outside. (Note, there will not be any indoor activities 
this year, but will have craft bags to go.) 

 Lots of help is needed!! If you or your children would like to be an actor or 
animal guide - we'll supply the costume - you supply the heartfelt enthusi-
asm – we’d be delighted to have you join us!  Please look for the signup 
genius on the church website, or contact Francie Cho at  

yfcho@comcast.net or 908 273-4741. 

 

Children’s Christmas Service and Pageant: December 19 

This year, the Christmas Pageant and Children’s Christmas Service will be 
held at 10:00 a.m. on December 19 in the Sanctuary (not on Christmas 
Eve).  Families with young children are encouraged to attend this service. 

 

WAVE Ugly Sweater Service: December 19 

Join us for a fun Ugly Sweater service where we will worship, sing, cele-
brate Christmas, and decorate cookies! Bring the entire family at 5;00 p.m. 
in the Auditorium. Wear your ugly Christmas sweater! 

 

Christmas Eve Worship: December 24 

Central will hold three services on Christmas Eve: 3:00 p.m; 5:00 p.m.; and 
8:00 p.m. ( 8:00 p.m. also televised on HTTV and streamed to Facebook).  
We will be masked and maintain social distancing, so attendance will be 
first-come, first-served.   

Central is worshiping 
in-person every Sun-
day at 8:30 & 10:00 
a.m., plus twice a 
month at 5:00 p.m. 

 

In addition, watch us 
live on Summit’s 
Hometowne TV, 
Verizon Fios channel 
33, and Comcast 
channel 36, or live 
streamed (when 
staffing allows) on 
our Facebook page 
(https://
www.facebook.com/
centralchurchSum-
mitNJ/)  at 10:00 a.m.   
every Sunday. 

 

Following the ser-
vices, we post video 
to our channel on 
YouTube: (https://
youtube.com/
channel/
UCPf6KiUHiNNbVw
cDuanGt8w )   

 

Website:  

Visit 
www.centralpres.org
/sermons for links to 
our recent worship 
videos. 

How to Worship 
with Central  

mailto:yfcho@comcast.net
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/centralchurchSummitNJ/
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
https://youtube.com/channel/UCPf6KiUHiNNbVwcDuanGt8w
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The Reverend Doctor Deborah Huggins 

In September, Central celebrated 

my graduation from the Univer-

sity of New Mexico with a doc-

torate in Special Education. For 

me, it’s about a long journey to 

make inclusion a reality for eve-

ryone - including people who 

have sometimes been marginal-

ized because of a disability. 

Years ago I felt called to work 

with kids with disabilities, I was 

looking for a part time job and a 

help wanted ad caught my atten-

tion-“Do you Like to Play?” it 

read, and I did. I couldn’t believe 

how much I loved being a play 

therapist for kids on the spec-

trum- how much I loved helping 

kids learn skills for friendships 

and relationships, and how pow-

erful and transformative it was 

not only in the lives of the kids 

and their families, but to my faith 

as well - it was like watching God 

work in another person’s life.  

This part –time job led to a 

change in direction and to my 

graduate work in special educa-

tion. It was not until years after 

working in school and communi-

ty settings, and coming to work 

in the church, that I realized the 

full extent of my call. 

I grew up knowing that church is 

a place that nurtures and cares 

for each of us, including people 

with disabilities. I was blessed to 

worship in inclusive churches 

where people with disabilities 

were a part of  worship, service, 

education and fellowship. When 

I went  to work at the church, I 

was surprised to learn that  this 

wasn’t always the case, and that 

there weren’t a lot of supports 

for churches to be inclusive and 

welcoming. This was where my 

doctorate work began.  

In my own research, I looked at 

a church that works intentional-

ly to be inclusive of people with 

disabilities. Hearing their stories 

helped me to better understand 

the experience of inclusion, and 

I hope that my work there can 

help other churches be more 

thoughtful about faith inclusion.  

As many of you know, I’ve been 

working for years with our Pres-

byterian Publishers as a disabili-

ties consultant, I contribute to 

newsletters and blogs, I serve at 

our Presbytery, Synod and na-

tional level on different commit-

tees around disability, and I 

teach workshops on faith inclu-

sion whenever I can, in addition 

to working here at Central with 

our teachers, deacons and other 

leaders. I am so pleased and ex-

cited with the celebration of  my 

degree, and I am especially excit-

ed to be celebrating the ways 

that God is already using it in 

further service to the church.  

Finally, and most importantly, I 

want to offer my thanks to the 

many people who helped me fin-

ish my research and to get my 

degree.  Thank you to Karen 

Bowman and Margaret Kovera 

who served as accountability 

partners to me EVERY Sunday. 

Thank you to the personnel 

team who supported me end-

lessly with resources, books, 

equipment, tuition, time and 

prayer. Thank you to the CFM 

team who were always curious 

and engaged- even over the 

course of these many years.  

Thank you to the amazing 

members of this church. You 

have been fantastic- thank you 

for the meals, the cookies, the 

prayers - you have supported 

us in so many ways. Thank 

you to Pastor Don, who not 

only offered encouragement 

and understanding, but also 

always encouraged a work/life 

balance and who taught me 

how to love this church, and 

my family while also finishing 

my research. If it takes a vil-

lage to raise a child, I think I 

can safely say that it takes a 

church to finish a dissertation. 

Thank you all so much for 

your love and support, for 

your shared vision and com-

mitment to faith inclusion, 

and for your commitment to  

God and your faithfulness to 

my family through this pro-

cess.  
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Central Welcomes New Members 
 

Session received into active membership two Summit residents, Aly and Ryan Mang.  Aly was 
baptized during worship at Central on Sunday, November 14, 2021, along with the couple’s infant 
son.  Please make them welcome! 

Advent Study: Carol Stories 

Pastor Don Steele and Direc-

tor of Music Ministries Dr. 

Charity Wicks will lead a 

study on Sunday, December 5 

& 12 at 11:00 a.m., focusing 

on Christmas carols. 

The study will look at carols 

from different countries and 

different centuries, examin-

ing the music and lyrics. 

No sign up is required, and 

you may attend the study in 

person or via Zoom—watch 

the Friday Email for the Zoom 

link. 

 

Presbyterian Women 

Francie Cho and Elisa K Caporale had a mini get together in the new CPC kitchen 
in November, while washing dishes and reloading the shelves.  PW will participate 
in the Family Promise Sharing Tree and donate to Market St Mission’s Thanksgiv-
ing drive. 

The Presbytery of the Northeast had their virtual Gathering in September with 
speaker Debra Given, a Yale divinity school graduate. She spoke of the many Bible 
quotations that tell us to take care of our earth. This was the first meeting of the newly 
formed Presbytery.  

Remember, if you know someone who would like a cherry card, please let me know. 

Enjoy the coming holidays, 

Elisa Kessler Caporale- Moderator (Ekcaporale@ gmail.com) 

New Member Classes 

Anyone interested in learning more about Central Church is invited to attend a New Member Class.  
You will have chance to meet a pastor and some members of Session and ask questions.  An oppor-
tunity to join in membership will be offered.  RSVP to ethiel@centralpres.org. 

Dates: December 5 & January 9 at 9:15 a.m. 
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Children and Youth 

Wait for it…  

 

Have such powerful or difficult words ever been uttered? Of 
the long list of 21st century skills that we have all been dili-
gently developing, waiting has not been at the top of the list. 
Rather than quips about the virtues of patience, we have all 
learned to appreciate the virtues of synched calendars, real 
time collaboration and responses, and vast information avail-
able to us at a moment’s notice. But what about waiting?  

 

For those of us who are parents, we started our journeys with 
the long wait of pregnancy and labor, and we all know the 
quite work of waiting in car lines, waiting for team lists and callbacks, and finally waiting for ac-
ceptance letters and awards. Advent can be a time to help our kids learn a little  more about that 
discipline of waiting.  

 

During Advent, we are all invited to take a breath, and to settle in for the long wait leading up to 
Christmas. Sure, we pass the days with elves and their naughty ways, calendars with chocolate hid-
ing behind cardboard doors, and other delightful traditions and treats that help us count the time 
before Christmas, but let’s not miss the chance to learn to wait.  

 

Whether it’s a joke, a dance, a song, or a perfect play, we know that timing really is everything- and 
part of good timing is learning to breathe, to watch- and even to wait. To help your kids count the 
days and settle into the long wait before Christmas, we invite you to: 

Use an advent wreath and candles as part of your family meals 

Come to Sunday School to make Advent Crafts 

Pick up an Advent Kindness Calendar at the church 

Decorate a Nativity - adding pieces each week to show Jesus’ coming closer 

Choose an ornament from the Sharing Tree 

Plan on celebrating Christmas at Church on 12/19 or 12/24 

 

As hard as it is to wait, the rewards of control and careful timing are certainly worth the hard work, 
just like the joy of Christmas is worth the long wait of Advent.  

 

       -Pastor Deborah 

 

Correction 
In the last edition of the KEY, we mis-printed information on one of our graduates.   Grace Hanni-
gan, a graduate of Summit High School, is attending Miami University of Ohio.   Our apologies for 
the error! 
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Service of Remembrance 

Too many souls were lost 
during the pandemic, when 
we could not properly gather 
together to mourn.  To give 
people space to grieve, Cen-
tral hosted two services of 
Remembrances on Sunday, 
October 17, 2021—one dur-
ing morning worship, and 
another at 5pm for the gen-
eral public. 

At the morning service, mu-
sical guest Amy Hamilton-
Soto played the violin while 
names connected to our con-
gregation were read, and 
flowers  were placed into a 
vase for each name. 

At 5pm, guest speakers in-
cluded NJ Assemblywoman 
Nancy Muñoz, Summit 

Mayor Nora Radest, Rabbi 
Avi Friedman, and Execu-
tive Director of Overlook 
Foundation at Overlook 
Medical Center Clelia Bi-
amonti.   Adam Gilbert per-
formed an original song, 
The Good, and a string 
quartet played, along with 
other musical guests. 

Cards with names of 
the deceased were 
collected and added 
to a box which will 
be interred in a me-
morial garden 
planned for the Ma-
ple Street lawn next 
spring.  The name 
ribbons from the 
Tree of Remem-
brance will be included in the 
box. 

 

Senior Lunch(less) Bunch 

Senior Lunch Bunch is going to attempt to start up again without food (sniff, sniff) on Sunday, 
January 9, in the auditorium. Please think about what you learned about yourself during the pan-
demic. We will also play a game or two and just enjoy seeing and hearing about each other and 
reconnecting. Please RSVP to Donna at dmorgansteele@comcast.net or 908-858-6757. All are wel-
come!  

mailto:dmorgansteele@comcast.net
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“Central Closet” is Open for Business 

First, let me say that I feel ex-
ceedingly blessed to be back 
(in person) at Central after a 
very long separation due to the 
Covid pandemic. As life started 
to open up last spring, I began 
to wonder how my life at Cen-
tral might also re-open. I felt a 
real need to become involved 
in Christian service opportuni-
ties again and also participate 
in renewed fellowship activi-
ties. I needed more than at-
tending church on Sunday…  

 

In September, I joined eight 
college friends in Maine. This 
was a wonderful week for us 
all… conversation never 
flagged! Our group just pIcked 
up where we left off three 
years earlier.  The time togeth-
er really reinforced how valua-
ble and blessed a fellowship of 
women is. 

 In anticipation of my mini-
reunion trip, I switched out my 
summer clothes for cooler 
weather items. I also sorted 
out items that I had not worn 
and did not anticipate needing 
in the future – filling two large 
bags with ‘gently used’ cloth-
ing which I stacked in the cor-
ner of my bedroom. After my 
trip, I kept moving the bags 
out of the way, while I investi-
gated where to donate them. 
Early one morning (probably 
around 4:00 a.m. – God’s tim-
ing is always PERFECT…) I 
awoke with the idea to restart 
the Women’s Association 
small-group ministry of col-

lecting clothing that could 
be donated to organizations 
that served our needy breth-
ren around Summit. I 
reached out to Central staff 
and Mission Team members 
and received an enthusiastic 
go-ahead.  

 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto 
it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself. 

Matthew 22:37-39 

 

CENTRAL CLOSET (under 
the direction of Central’s 
Hands-On Mission Team) 
will meet monthly on the 
first and third Thursdays, 
10:00 a.m. – noon, in the 
North Classroom and has 
the following objectives:  

 collect, sort, label, and 
organize ‘gently used’ 
clothing that will be do-
nated to organizations  
serving our neighbors 
around Summit  

 provide time for shared 
prayer and fellowship for 
team members. 

 

Clothing donation bins are 
located in the Gathering 
Space—in the hallway be-
hind the Sanctuary (top of 
the ramp). 

Guidelines for Clothing 
Donations: 

 Socks and boxers 
MUST be new. We will 
not take used under 
any circumstances 

 All other clothing items 
can be gently used. 
Gently used means no 
holes, rips, frays, or 
stains.  

 All used items must be 
cleaned/washed prior 
to donation 

 Zippers must function 
on all items that have 
them (coats/hoodies/
jeans, etc.) 

 Boots/sneakers must 
be clean and without 
holes 

 

-Pat Haddon 
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Celebrating our 50+ Year Members 

74 Years 

John H.C. Anderson 

 

73 Years 

Virginia P. Braunwarth 

 

72 Years 

Jean W. Hughes 

 

70 Years 

Mary Ann Bennett 

Warren J. Braunwarth 

Frederick Buchaine 

 

66 Years 

Phyllis Hartley 

 

65 Years 

Dee Robertson 

 

64 Years 

Peggy Kizzia 

Mary McCurdy 

Dan Nelson 

Marion Olcott 

 

62 Years 

Wayne Braunwarth 

Katrina Havourd 

Kathleen Jessup 

 

61 Years 

Cynthia Biber 

Elaine Powers 

 

60 Years 

Nancy Harmon 

Frederick Roessle 

Diane Swett 

 

59 Years 

Lee Horner 

Nancy Horner 

Gil Owren 

Pat Reed 

Bill Reed 

Allyn Von Neida 

Caryl Von Neida 

 

58 Years 

Bruce Havourd 

John Hensel 

Heath McLendon 

Judy McLendon 

 

57 Years 

Pam Flynn 

Audrey Hanaway 

Arthur Vanderbilt 

Janet Whitman 

 

56 Years 

Carol Cowan 

 

55 Years 

Russ Hulsizer 

Margaret MacCowatt 

Ruth Roessle 

 

54 Years 

Fran Owren 

Pam Schroeder 

 

53 Years 

Nancy Smith 

Russell Smith 

Dawn Wolfenbarger 

 

52 Years 

Randy Bostwick 

Gretchen Braunwarth 

McVey Graham 

Bruce MacRae 

Joann Milsark 

Jane Wagner 

 

51 Years 

Pat Haddon 

Christine Vauglé 

 

50 Years 

Alberta Sehnert 

Central Church recognized its “50-years plus” Members on Sunday, November 14.  These 
men and women have devoted many years of time, energy, and service to the ministries 
of Central Church, and for that we offer grateful thanks!   
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Photo Gallery 

50+ Year Members 

Service at Central 

WAVE 

Bridges Run 

Pastor Deborah’s Robing Ceremony 
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Photo Gallery 

Blessing of the Animals at WAVE 

Rally Day 

Sunday School 
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new carpeting and win-

dow treatments in-

stalled. 

 

 

The masonry work on 

the building exterior 

has been halted for the 

season and will resume 

once the outdoor tem-

perature stays reliably 

above 40 degrees. 

The kitchen renovation is 

complete and has passed its 

final inspection by the city. 

The renovation included 

new flooring, cabinets, 

lighting, and painting, with 

all new appliances except 

for the dishwasher and 

stove.  We now have an ice-

maker! 

The Hospitality Corridor 

on the first floor is in pro-

gress.  The decision has 

been made to raise the ceil-

ing  that starts by the 

Boardroom door and con-

tinues to the stairwell that 

leads to HTTV’s studio, to 

make  the hallway more 

welcoming. . This gave the 

Building and Grounds team 

an opportunity to upgrade 

the HVAC systems that sup-

ply the Chapel.  

 

While removing old duct-

work that supplied heat and 

fresh air,  the lower level of 

the Tower that was covered 

up when the Chapel and 

office areas were built  was 

uncovered for the first time 

since 1957! 

 

 

The Boardroom and 

Lounge are being painted, 

reupholstered, and having 

Buildings & Grounds Update 
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Financial Report 
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Weekday Nursery School 

The 2021- 2022 school year is 
well underway. We had hoped 
things would be different this 
year, truly little has changed. 
We are all wearing masks from 
our youngest class of 2’s 
through our Kindergarten and 
every teacher in between. We 
are keeping each class separate 
from the other classes. We 
continue with our Health and 
Wellness Coordinator (Maria 
Briggs) and our Google class-
room site to keep everyone in-
formed weekly on the health of 
our school community. We are 
incredibly grateful to our fami-
ly’s cooperation and patience 
as we maneuver these murky 
waters together. 

 

What, has also remained un-
changed is the “love of learn-
ing” and the “joy” each child 
brings to the school. From our 
little 2’s through our Kinder-
garten the children with the 
dedication and passion of the 
teachers are happily engaged 
in activities all day long. Our 
curriculum remains develop-
mentally appropriate and for 
each age group finds way to 
use the child’s natural curiosity 
to learn new knowledge and 
enhance the skills they will 
need on their educational jour-
ney. 

 

The beautiful grounds around 
the school and Church taught 
our littlest members all about 

the changing season, where 
they walked, through leaves, 
observed collected items, 
and played with them back 
in the classroom. They cre-
ated their own versions of 
trees with all the colors they 
got to see. 

 

The Kindergartners meas-
ured a real pumpkin from 
their own garden, se-
quenced the steps from seed 
to pumpkin and helped 
scoop and carve their own 
jack-o-lantern. Making skel-
etons with Q-tips and creat-
ing spiders with pipe clean-
ers and beads also become 
detailed math learning op-
portunities. They learned 
facts about skeletons, skulls, 
and spiders. They acted out 
Halloween stories, went on 
a Halloween treasure hunt 
and enjoyed being together 
in costume. They wrote 
about their Halloween fun 
and activities and the chil-
dren asked to make it into a 
book so they could read it 
over and over. 

 

We are looking ahead to 
the 2022-2023 school year. 
Whether we will be in 
masks or not is unknown. 
But it is a given that we 
will be having fun learn-
ing! Contact the school to 
be on our mailing list for 
registering your child for 
the fall. Applications will 
be mailed in January. 
(wnskoffice@gmail.com or 
908-273-0484). 

mailto:wnskoffice@gmail.com
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