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Advent 2022

A Letter from the Pastor: ADVENT WAITING
Among other things, Advent is a period of waiting. We are waiting for Christmas. We are waiting for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, Christ’s incarnation. We
light candles on an Advent wreath. We open windows on an Advent calendar.
We put up decorations. We wait.
This Advent, we hope that things will be a little bit more normal than they have
been for the past two years due to COVID. We are planning to have a worship
service led by our musicians on December 4 at 10:00 a.m. We hope to have the
Living Nativity back on December 17 at 4:30 p.m., and a children’s Christmas
Pageant on Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m., both with no restrictions on attendance.
Donna and I hope to have an Open House at the Manse again on December 18,
beginning after the 10:00 a.m. service until 1:30 p.m. We hope to have our traditional Lessons and Carols service on Christmas Eve beginning at 8:00 p.m., preceded by 30 minutes of music, beginning at 7:30 p.m. In other words, we hope
that our celebration this Advent will be a bit more like normal than it has been
for three years.
But we will wait. We will wait to see what happens with COVID, with RSV, with
the flu. The best thing that all of us can do to make sure that illness does not
once again disrupt what we would love to do this Advent is to get vaccinated for
COVID, to get vaccinated for the flu, to protect the littlest ones from RSV as
best we can. But we will wait, planning to gather together in person again, ready
to adapt as need arises, hoping that all will be well.
-Pastor Don Steele
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Upcoming Events

How to Worship
with Central
Central is worshiping
in-person Sundays at
8:30 & 10:00 a.m.,
plus WAVE twice a
month at 5:00 p.m.
November 27, December 25, and January 1 will NOT have
a service at 8:30 a.m.
In addition, watch us
live on Summit’s
Hometowne TV,
Verizon Fios channel
33, and Comcast
channel 36, or live
streamed on our
YouTube Channel
https://
www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCPf6KiUHiNNbVw
cDuanGt8w/live
at 10:00 a.m. every
Sunday.
Website:
Visit
www.centralpres.org
/sermons for links to
our recent worship
videos.
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WAVE
WAVE, Central’s contemporary worship service, will celebrate Christmas on Sunday, December 4, at 5:00 p.m. with an Ugly Christmas
Sweater Party with Christmas cookie decorating, sing-along music
from the Praise Band, and a special Christmas message from Pastor
Don Steele. Come ring in the holiday season with fun and friends!
WAVE returns in January on 8th and 22nd at 5:00 p.m.

Mark Your Calendars!
Sunday, December 4: Choral Sunday at 10:00 a.m., and WAVE Christmas Party at 5:00 p.m.
Monday, December 5: Children’s Concert at 11:15 a.m. Narrated stories set to live piano music for
pre-K and kindergarteners in the auditorium.
Saturday, December 17: Living Nativity at 4:30 p.m. Costumed actors and live animals re-enact the
First Christmas on the church lawn with cookies and cocoa to follow.
Sunday, December 18: Open House at the Manse at 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 24: Family Christmas Eve Service with Christmas Pageant at 4:00 p.m,,
Musical Prelude at 7:30 p.m., and Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols at 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 25: Christmas Morning worship at 10:00 a.m.

Open House at the Manse
Join Pastor Don and Donna Steele to share some Christmas cheer at an
open house at the Manse on Sunday, December 18, beginning immediately after the 10:00 a.m. worship service ends, and lasting until 1:30—in
plenty of time for you to return to Central if you are attending the afternoon performance of the Pipes of Christmas. The Manse is located at 10
Warwick Road in Summit, near Franklin Elementary School, about a mile
from the church building. There’s plenty of free parking on the street. Enjoy appetizers, with something for every diet, and time and space to talk
with old friends and to make new ones!
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Music Ministry
The music program at Central

Somerset Media Group. We’ve

will continue to use the

has been in full swing this fall,

had a few Sundays of sorting

headset assisted listening

and it has been such a great

devices that were in place

feeling to be back at it! The

before, if that’s the most

Motet Choir (our adult choir)

comfortable and best option
for you.
Some of our upcoming concerts are:
Monday, December 5th Children’s Concert in the
auditorium - 11:15-11:45 a.m.
through a few issues

Sunday, December 11th -

has been rehearsing every

(completely normal when a

Colette Boudreaux, sopra-

Wednesday evening and sing-

whole new electronic system

no, with Charity Wicks -

ing in the service every Sun-

is installed) but SMG has been

3:00 p.m., chapel

day, and The Vesper Bells

nothing but helpful and keep

have been practicing too, and

returning until everything

they plan to play at the Christ-

about the system is exactly

mas Eve service as well. The

how we want it. One of our

Children’s Choir has been

biggest concerns was having

practicing, sang during a ser-

our online services sound bet-

vice, and are gearing up for

ter, and we believe we’ve

the Christmas Pageant! And

achieved that! We also have a

Sunday, January 15th - Re-

we’ve had some events as well,

way to offer listening assis-

schedule of QUINCEP-

like the Pumpkin Day silent

tance in the sanctuary ser-

TION, with Charity Wicks -

movie event. We have some

vices - through your own

3:00 p.m., sanctuary

future concerts planned, a

Bluetooth device! If you have

Choral Sunday (December

earbuds, or even hearing aids

Sunday, February 4th -

4th), and of course our Christ-

that are Bluetooth enabled,

Christopher Herbert, bari-

mas Eve services, with special

it’s super easy to connect via

tone, with Charity Wicks -

music and musicians.

the sanctuary Wi-Fi. The de-

3:00 p.m., sanctuary

tails to connect in that way
Early this fall, we had a brand

are printed in the bulletin

new sound system installed by

every Sunday. However, we
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Meet Our Church Leaders: Lee Barnes
Lee Barnes took over the role
of Moderator of the Board of
Deacons this year, during his
third term serving as a Deacon. He also joined the Mission Team, and is mentoring a
Confirmand.

in order,” he says.
The Moderator of Deacons is
responsible for setting up
Deacons’ meetings and agendas, and moderating those
meetings. He also is the one

Lee joined Central with his
wife, Christina, an attorney,
shortly after being married at
Central by Rev. John Illian
eleven years ago. His mother,
Shelly Barnes, is a long-time
member of Central. His children, Emily, ten, and Hunter,
seven, both attend Sunday
School.
Lee attended Roanoke College
in Virginia, earning a Bachelors in Business Administration.
After having been a commercial real estate advisor for
twenty years, Lee opened his
own business, Woodman
Group LLC , in New Providence six years ago.
Volunteering at church makes
Lee feel more involved and
connected to the congregation. “It gives me a sense of
purpose and perspective while
also helping keep my priorities

Lee enjoys fly-fishing and
hanging out with his kids,
whether it be watching
them play sports, or just
spending time as a family.

to maintain the schedule of
ushers, making sure every
worship service has coverage—a tough job that Lee excels at. He is also training his
Vice Moderator to fill the role
when Lee completes his term.

When asked about a recent
God Sighting, Lee answered
that he has them every day!
Watching his children grow
and play, seeing the fall
leaves changing colors—Lee
finds God in creation. He
attempts to make himself
present in nature, even if
just looking out the window.
Lee is not sure what the future might hold for him at
Central, but with
three new roles
this year, his
hands are full!
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Mission Spotlight: An Update from Nomi Network
When you give towards Nomi’s
Youth Workforce Development Program, you join us in
life-changing work. We just
ended our pilot year, and we
couldn’t have done it without
your prayers and support. We
want to share what we have
learned and how we are growing.

to expand. We will serve
girls aged 12-17 who have
been removed from commercial sexual exploitation
and who are homeless. We
already were adding them to
our events, however, now
we can provide intensive,
individual case management
services.

In our pilot year, we served 83
clients. We surveyed participants to gain their impressions
of the program and how we
can improve. 85% reported
that they learned about new
career paths, and 67% of them
got excited about their futures.
74% felt inspired to overcome current challenges,
and 67% felt more confident
about their strengths.

Twenty businesses and corporations have joined us to
provide workforce events,
training, internship, and job
opportunities. Employees
from these businesses have
also been trained to be mentors. We would welcome
anyone from your church
who would like to learn
more about mentoring.

85% of clients agreed or
strongly agreed, “Nomi Network staff believe I can
achieve my goals.” For girls
who are court-involved and
who are overcoming social,
emotional, and economic challenges, to have someone believe in them makes a huge
difference! We know you believe in them too!
In August of 2022, Dallas
County, TX officially asked us

To the right you will find a
poem written
by one of our
girls. Writing is
just one of the
ways we encourage girls to
express themselves while
building their
skills. It gives
you an insight
into the strong
hearts of these

young women.
We appreciate your commitment to the girls and
for sharing your resources.
The future for this program and each girl is
bright because of partners
like you. I’d like to close
with a scripture that captures my heart for you. “I
have not stopped giving
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.”
Eph. 1:16.
Sincerely,
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Buildings & Grounds: Sermon on the Mount Window Restoration
Originally it was thought that
the Sermon of the Mount window would only need a partial
restoration and cleaning; however during removal it was
found that the window had
been installed incorrectly.

rived at the studio for restoration work, the first thing
they do is take a rubbing
and pictures of each panel.
The glass panels sat in an
acid bath for 2 days and
were fully cleaned, all the

The work on the window
will be complete when the
vented safety glass is installed in late November.
During the removal, unlike
every other window in the
church, the groove was packed
solid with putty. No backer
material was used. This caused
the window to be set in a very
hard and unforgiving environment. The window was unable
to flex as the lead expanded
and contracted. In addition,
the protective glazing was not
vented exposing the lead to
wider temperature swings. The
stained glass panels just fell
apart as we removed them
from the tracery.

-The Building & Grounds
Team
old lead removed and recycled. As the craftsman prepared the panel, he laid out
the rubbing and lay out a
wood frame that stayed in
place during the rebuilding,
ensuring the panels stayed
at the correct dimensions.

When stained glass panels ar-

Once the window panels
were restored and water
proofed, they were installed
back into the frame.
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Photo Gallery

Central Family Day

Blessing of the Animals

Bridges Packing Event

Pumpkin Day
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Central Closet Collection for Advent
CENTRAL CLOSET, under the direction of Central’s Hands-On Mission
Team, will be collecting men’s clothing for BRIDGES along with women’s and children’s clothing for EL CENTRO in Plainfield. During Advent.

BRIDGES MEN:
* NEW undershirts
* NEW boxer shorts
* NEW socks
EL CENTRO BOYS & GIRLS:
* NEW warm hats, mittens/gloves, and scarves
Please bring your donations to the bin at the top of the Glass Hallway ramp. Thank you
for helping bring joy to those in need.

Welcome to Our New Members
Please make welcome those new to our congregation:
Patrick & Jennifer (Jen) Sullivan—They have two young children: Bridget, born 4/2021, and Patrick, born 8/22. Patrick is a financial advisor and Jen is in asset management.
Hannah & Tristan Hastings—They have two young children: Celia, born 8/20, and August, born
6/22. Hannah is in asset management and Tristan is in finance.
Angie & Bob Abernathy—They have one son, Evan, age 12, who was baptized at Central.
Christine Cofer—Christine is married to Jim. They have two daughters: Carleigh, age 14, and Jamie,
age 12
Hope Connolly—Hope has a son, George, age 2.
Stuart & Tori Paulsen—They have two sons, twins Erik and Spencer, age 16, and are returning to
Central after being away for 10 years.
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Children & Youth
Autumn always brings a certain crispness in the air - and at Central it has
also brought so much joy and engagement at Central. Thank you so much
to our Sunday School teachers and CFM Leaders for making it happen! We
had a wonderful time our Family Day Kick-Off. It was so fun to spend time
together on the lawn enjoying a beautiful day, a picnic, bouncy houses, and
celebrating our church family.
Central's focus on connecting with our neighbors and serving together continued with our packing event with Bridges. Celebrating over 15 years of
partnership, we came together with the community to not just pack sustainable lunches, but to share our love and care with the housing and food
insecure in our area.
We also held our first Pumpkin Day on Halloween weekend. Everyone enjoyed watching the kids
during the Pumpkin Hunt, having treats for Take Ten, and listening to Charity play the organ to
the movie Fantasia.
Now it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas- and for parents that means an overwhelming series
of tasks: Special days at school, parties, outfits, travel, family meals, decorations, and remembering
to move the elf on the shelf every day! It’s a lot- and sometimes it feels overwhelming. This Christmas our prayer is to have peace and calm at the top of every to do list.
One way to cultivate a sense of peace and calm in our lives is through a short practice that helps to
center us. This can be as simple as lighting a candle before dinner and praying for our families,
pausing in traffic and whispering a breath prayer like “be still and know I’m God,” reading the
psalms before bed, or caring for our neighbors and community.
Christ’s peace is a gift of the spirit- and when we cultivate small moments of quiet in our lives, we
can build that sense of peace. Just like any exercise, spiritual practices get stronger the more we
use them.
To share this same sense of peace with your family, think of ways to celebrate advent with your
children. You may want to light an advent candle every week at dinner, to link your advent calendar at home to your family nativity set, to use the Advent Kindness Calendar from the church,
shopping together for a gift from the Sharing Tree, or to join us each week in Sunday School for
advent crafts.
For more ideas on cultivating peace in your life through spiritual practices, check out Soul Feast by
Marjorie Johnson.
Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and keeping that love and peace at the center of our holidays is a gift
for all of us.
- Pastor Deborah Huggins
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Children & Youth, continued
Christmas Children’s Service
Sometimes people without young children come to the 4:00 service. And
while they might say that it’s to fit in with a dinner reservation, I don’t buy
it, I think it’s because of the joy that we all feel at that service. Whether it’s
all of the kids in their Christmas outfits wiggling in the pews, the glow
sticks, the sweet music, dear message, or the pageant, that service feels like
Christmas. To make the service special, we need children who are willing to
share their talents with us. We need singers, dancers, actors and narrators!
Please sign up here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044ba8a929a5ff2
-christmas3 if your child would like to participate- no special talent is required, just a willingness to share the joy of Christmas! If your child would
like to perform a special piece, we also have a space to sign up for a feature.
Thank you all for being a part of the Christmas service, and spreading all that joy!

Sharing Tree Shopping Day
Sunday, December 4, will be this year’s Shopping Day for Sharing Tree
for the middle and high school students. At 11:00 a.m. the group will
depart Central to shop locally in Summit for our Family Promise families. Youth are requested to sign up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044ba8a929a5ff2-cpcyouth and bring
$30 to shop. A stop at Starbucks for a treat is included!

Senior Lunch Bunch
Senior Lunch Bunch has been meeting since June 2017 with a hiatus during Covid. We come together
for fun, food, and fellowship. We meet monthly except during the summer months. After our meal
this past month, we shared a fun fact about ourselves that everyone might not know. It was fun and
interesting.
Our December meeting is scheduled for December 11th after church in the Fellowship Room. Besides
eating, we plan to enjoy a "white elephant" gift exchange. Cost is $5 per person and RSVP's are appreciated—email Donna at dmorgansteele@comcast.net. All our welcome. Hope to see you there!
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Congratulations to Our 50+Year Members
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Report from the Finance Team
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Weekday Nursery School
The beginning of this school
year has started much differently than the past couple of
years. Our children and families are able to return to the
classrooms together and unmasked. To see the smiling
faces of the children, their

We hosted our first Halloween Parade followed by
classroom parties, welcoming families to join us to celebrate a favorite day for our
children. We also have CPC
Spirit Days each month.
families, and our teachers, has
brought a sense of return to
normalcy and a greater sense
of connection and community.

Our focus to begin the year
has been Community Building.
There have been several events
to build connection and fellowship within our CPC community. Our Parent Organization hosted Coffee with the
Director for parents, as well as
social gatherings like Parents
Night Out, and family outings
like the Playdate in the Park
and a trip to Wightman Farms.
Many families joined Central’s
Family Day and Pumpkin Day.

We are also building community with service to others. Our Kindergarten students hosted a book drive
that collected 550 books for
donation to schools in Jersey
City and Irvington. We are
currently participating in

the collection of hats and
mittens for the Santa Claus
shop and the food drive
with Central to benefit
SHIP. Research shows that
expressing gratitude and
involving our children in
acts of giving can lead to
overall greater happiness,
compassion for others and
a positive sense of self. The
way to share this with our
young children is to lead
by example. We feel that
involving our children in
these opportunities is at
the core of our purpose of
creating kind, capable, and
curious citizens. We are so
grateful for our CPC community!

15

16

THE KEY

Worship Schedule

