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How to Worship
with Central

Central is worshiping
in-person Sundays at
8:30 & 10:00 a.m.,
plus WAVE twice a
month at 5:00 p.m.
There will not be an
8:30 a.m. service on
November 26, De-
cember 24 or 31.

In addition, watch us
live on Summit’s
Hometowne TV,
Verizon Fios channel
33, and Comcast
channel 36, or live
streamed on our
YouTube Channel
https://
www.youtube.com/
channel/
UCPf6KiUHINNbYw
cDuanGt8w/live

at 10:00 a.m. Sun-
days September
through June, ex-
cepting December
24 and 31.

Website:

Visit
www.centralpres.org
/sermons for links to
our recent worship
videos.

Sermon on the Mount Bible Study

For six weeks, begin-
ning October |, 20 or
more adults at Central
came together weekly
to explore Jesus’ Ser-
mon on the Mount,
which is found in Mat-
thew 5-7. We used the
book and video series
about the Sermon on
the Mount by Dr. Amy-
Jill Levine. Dr. Levine is
a Jewish New Testa-
ment scholar who pro-
vided insight into the

context for Jesus’
teaching, reminding

us always that Jesus
was a Jew, and so, to
understand Jesus
properly, we need

to understand his
Jewish identity. With
humor and insight, she
led us into a deeper
appreciation for what
Jesus taught and how
we can begin to enter
into the Kingdom of
Heaven. Central owns

the DVD and leader’s
guide for the study. If
you’d like to take a
look, please contact us.
We'd be happy to loan
it to you for your own
study.

WAVE Worship

WAVE, our contempo-
rary, informal worship
service, will host an
Ugly Sweater Christ-
mas Party on Sunday,
December 3, at 5:00
p-m. Break out your
ugliest sweater, come
decorate cookies and
gingerbread houses,
and hear a special mes-

sage, all to music by the

Praise Band.

On December 17,
WAVE will feature a
carol sing along as we
celebrate Christmas.
The service includes a
free supper, so bring
the entire family!

Christmas Eve Schedule

10:00 a.m. — 4th Sunday of Advent Service

4:00 p.m. —Family Christmas Eve Worship with Pageant

7:30 p.m. — Musical Prelude followed by Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols




Living Nativity: December 9

The Living Nativity will  signup genius here:
take place on Saturday,  https:/

December 9, 2023. All www.signupgenius.co
are welcome!! Please m/

invite your friends and  go/I10C044BA8A929A
neighbors - it's a won-  5FF2-45950716-

derful community  |iving/1559622 | #/
event! No reservations if you have any ques-
necessary! The Nativi-  tions, please contact

ty “show” will run from  Francie Cho at

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. out-  yfcho@comcast.net,
side on the Maple cell 908 303-6316
Street lawn, with cook-

ies, cocoa and crafts

handed out "to go”.

If you're interested in

participating, or having

your children partici-

pate, please use the

Advent Worship at Central

Sunday, December 3 @ 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. — “Christmas Card Lists” Mark 13:32-37
Are there people in our lives who need more from us than a fancy
Christmas card?
@ 5:00 p.m. — WAVE. Ugly Christmas Sweater Celebration

Sunday, December 10 @ 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. — “Carols Ahead of Time” Luke 1:46-55
Can we praise God before in the midst of uncertainty?
@ 10 a.m.— Advent Choral Sunday, selections from Handel’s Messiah

Sunday, December 17 @ 8:30 and 10:00 am — “Crooked Christmas Trees” Isaiah 61:1-4
What does Christmas mean to people who are heart-broken?
@ 5:00 p.m. — WAVE. “Old fashioned” Christmas carol sing

Sunday, December 24 @ 10:00 a.m. — “Unexpected Guests” Mark 1:1-8
Could God be coming to you in an unexpected way this Christmas?
@ 4:00 p.m. — Christmas Pageant
@ 7:30 p.m. — Musical Prelude

@ 8:00 p.m. — Traditional Service of Lessons and Carols
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Meet Our Church Lay Leaders: Pat Haddon

Fifty-two years ago, Pat
Haddon was teaching
second grade at Lincoln
School here in Summit,
when a parent of one
of her students invited
her to join Central’s
choir. Within the year,
Pat was a member of
Central Church.

Since that time, Pat has
held many roles at
Central, including Mo-
tet Choir member,
Board of Deacons, Per-
sonnel and Administra-
tive Support Commit-
tee, Session member,
Confirmation Leader,
HS Mission Trip Lead-
er, Personnel Team co
-chair, and finally,
IPNC co-chair. When
asked which role was
her favorite, she relied,
“My faith grew through
my journey alongside
the high school con-
firmands and mission
trippers. My joy grows
singing in the choir.”

Pat feels that Central
has been the center of
her life for years, as the
place she loves and
where she worships. “I
am recognized there,
and that feels good!”

Pat was born and grew

up in Union, NJ, and
attended Bucknell Uni-
versity (BS Education)
then Kean College (MS
Education). She taught
for 35 years, including
2™, 4™ and 6™ grades
at Lincoln School, and
then grade 6 Math and
Science at Summit Mid-
dle School. Pat current-
ly lives in Hunterdon
County, sharing a home
with her brother and
sister-in-law.

Pat has taken on a chal-
lenging new role this
year—Co-chair of the
Interim Pastor Nomi-
nating Committee. As
Pastor Don Steele has
announced his retire-
ment, planned for late
January 2024, the Per-
sonnel Team (which
Pat was already co-
chairing) has moved
into the role of search
team for the interim
pastor to take over

when Don leaves.

Pat said, “The IPNC has
been working hard to
find a highly capable and
spiritually gifted interim
pastor who will lead our
church through the
transition period of time
while the PNC (Pastor
Nominating Committee)
searches for and calls a
new senior pastor.”

When asked what she
gets out of all her volun-
teering at church, Pat
replied, “ When | would
stand up in front of
these kids (on the mis-
sion trip), I'd think ‘you
better put your money
where your mouth is’.
The kids made me ex-
amine my own faith.”

Finally, Pat offered her
most recent God Sight-
ing: over the last few
weeks she has witnessed
the families at the Pump-
kin Festival, children at
the new Baby and Tod-
dler Playgroup, and also
the celebration of our
50+ year members.
Seeing all the different
age groups all finding a
home at Central
brought God into Pat’s
sight.




Sharing Tree 2023
Help share the joy of gift, retu'rning i'F with an
Christmas with our neigh- appropriately-sized gift
bors in Family Promise bag by December |0th.

who struggle with housing

issues. The Sharing Tree Thank you!
has gift-request orna-

ments you can take, then

purchase the requested




Internship at Nomi Network

This summer | had the
opportunity to intern
at Nomi Network
through a grant from
the Lena Willis foun-
dation. It was a valua-
ble experience for me,
| got to work on my
skills and | felt like |
was making a positive
difference in the
world. Nomi Network
is an organization that
works to end human
trafficking worldwide.
They work with vul-
nerable women and
girls in Cambodia, In-
dia, and the USA. No-
mi Network focuses
on making these
groups less vulnerable
and sustaining their
economic security. |
worked with their
cloud based team as a
Program Intern. The
most impactful part of
the internship for me

was seeing reports
from the ground
about the people we
were helping.

One of my assign-
ments was to edit
some of these re-
ports from Nomi
Networks operation
in India and reformat
them into short form
success stories. The
women in these re-
ports were in difficult
situations before the
program. One of
them was struggling
to afford medicine
for her sick father,
another was married
off at a young age
and couldn't find
gainful employment.
After they went
through Nomi Net-
work’s program they
were able to get in
secure financial situa-
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tions and had promis-
ing futures as full time
employees, hairdress-
ers, and small business
owners. Reading those
reports really gave me
perspective on Nomi
Network’s impact
worldwide. | am grate-
ful for the internship
and the valuable expe-
rience | gained. Thank
you C.P.C. for letting
me be a part of such an
effective organization.

-Fritz Huggins

You can learn more
about Nomi Network on
Sunday, December 3,
when Nomi is our guest
speaker during Minute
for Mission at the 10:00
a.m. worship service.
The service will be broad-
cast on HTTV and will
live stream on our
YouTube channel.

Welcome to Our New Members

Central was blessed
with three new fami-
lies joining in mem-
bership this fall.
Emily & Michael

Dandurand of Sum-
mit They have two

daughters: Lillian, age
three, and Tenley,
who will soon be

one.

Jenny & Alex Blair
of Summit have a
daughter, Emerson,

age four, and a son,
Charles, age two.

Chris & Christine
Thomas of Chatham
have a daughter Addison
who is eight and son Wil-

liam who is three.




Membership & Fellowship Team News

Lots of news!
We know you enjoyed
Church Family Day-

thanks to the Peter-
son’s planning! The
displays and offerings at
World Communion
Sunday were so col-

orful thanks to Chris
May. Did you smile as
the 50+ year mem-
bers stood with their

white boutonnieres?
Have you enjoyed the
weekly Take Tens
hosted by Susan Peter-
son! Or the WAVE
refreshments hosted

by many volunteers?
Best of all, have you
noticed the colorful
new Pew Cards in
the Sanctuary and
Chapel? The Team
worked to create the
card after reviewing
what other churches
use successfully in wel-
coming visitors AND
capturing their infor-
mation. The welcom-
ing cards highlight the
MANY programs at
Central while offering
the easy option for Vis-
itors to provide their
information, and place
the card in the Offering
plate or, hand to an
Usher. Thanks to Earle
Eaton for maintaining
them weekly!

Ringing in the holidays
at Central! At Betsy
Phillips’ urging, reviving

the Christmas Par-
ty after so many

years became another
top priority. This fes-
tive gathering will be
Friday, December
1%, 6:30 p.m. It offers
our ADULT mem-
bers the opportunity to
connect socially with
Central friends and in-
vite guests who might
enjoy too! The cock-
tail party will be ca-
tered; bring your own
wine and or beer but
soft drinks will be pro-
vided. Send your $20
per person payment
to Mibs Wagner, 10
Euclid Ave., Apt. 201,
Summit, NJ 07901
PRIOR TO Novem-
ber 28% to reserve
your spot! NO door
payments will be ac-
cepted.

The Membership & Fel-
lowship Team is always
open to new ideas
AND members!

-Mibs Wagner
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Photo Gallery

COVID-19 Remembrance Garden Dedication

Church Family Day Picnic

Blessing of the Animals at WAVE

Our new Baby & Toddler Playgroup World Communion Sunday



Photo Gallery
Pumpkin Festival
Sermon on the Mount Bible Study 50+ Year Members Bassoon/Cello Concert
WAVFE’s 10th Anniversary Celebration



Page 10

Pastor Search Update

As announced in his letter to the congregation, Pastor Don Steele has decided to retire, after
40 years serving as a pastor in five different congregations. We will certainly miss him, and we

wish him happiness in this new chapter of his life.

The process of finding Pastor Steele's successor has begun. We will do our best to keep the
congregation informed as we move through the steps of transition. The first major step is to
appoint an Interim Pastor, who will guide the congregation through the transition, in the

search for a new Senior Pastor.

Accordingly, an Interim Pastor Nominating Committee has been formed, and has been work-
ing since mid-September to identify and interview potential candidates for the position of In-
terim Pastor. We hope to introduce the congregation to the new Interim Pastor within the

next couple of months.

All of the steps in the Pastor Call Process are shown in the accompanying chart on the next
page. We will update the chart as we move along in the process, to keep the congregation in-

formed.

Interim Pastor Nominating Committee

Pat Haddon and Nick Mills, co-chairs
Chris Craig

Claire Davis

David Fallon

David Fosgate

Linda Hander
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Pastor Search Update
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Finance Report
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November 5% marked
the 10" Anniversary of
our Wave service. Seems
like only a year ago that
Central made the com-
mitment to start a con-
temporary worship ser-
vice, but here we are a

quick 10 years later!

We heard the greatest
hits of the last 10 years
from the Adult Praise
Band and a message from
Pastor Steele. Pastor
Huggins, Noelle Kirchner,
The Diekman's, Noni
MacPherson and Adam
Gilbert also participated
in the service and shared
their unique perspective
from the past 10 years.
Acknowledgement and
remembrance was made
for Dorothy Burger for
her dedication and efforts
in making the WAVE ser-
vice a success. We love
you and miss you Doro-
thy! During the service
we had a chance to look
back on a slide show
from the past 10 years
and | must say that's
when you really realize
it's been 10 years, we all
look a little younger and

a little less gray!

During the first year of
WAVE it had a little bit of

WAVE Celebrates 10-Year Anniversary

a feeling of being separate
from the Church, kind of
like the new kid in school
trying to make friends. But
as time went by and new
and seasoned members at-
tended it started to feel
more like a part of the
Central family. The Adult
Praise Band also started
integrating with the choir
and the traditional service
which was welcomed and
appreciated by those who
attended. It's not easy to
start a brand new service at
any church and sustain it
for more than a few years,
but thanks to the leadership
and vision of the members
that made WAVE possible, |
give them a standing ova-
tion! Well done! You have
made this a success to
share the love of God in a
progressive format and
those who are involved and
attend we thank you!
Here's to another 10

years!

-Adam Gilbert
Youth and Contemporary

Music Coordinator

You can watch highlights of
the 10th Anniversary ser-
vice here: https://youtu.be/
DrNC_oNb5ezw!?

si=uFSI5hHVUktecnBF



https://youtu.be/DrNC_oN5ezw?si=uFSl5hHVUktecnBF
https://youtu.be/DrNC_oN5ezw?si=uFSl5hHVUktecnBF
https://youtu.be/DrNC_oN5ezw?si=uFSl5hHVUktecnBF

My youngest and | put
on sweaters - me in
red, her in green - got
our skates out of the
basement, and headed
to Bryant Park. There
is something so special
about this time of year
- yes it’s the traditions,
and the time together,
but it is so much more.
Even while we were
enjoying one of our
favorite Christmas tra-
ditions we could see it
was about the generos-
ity, the joy, and our
deep and abiding faith.

At Central, we are de-
lighted to share in the
joy and grace of Christ-
mas with you and with
your children. We kick
off the Christmas sea-
son at Central with the
Sharing Tree. Every
family is invited to
choose an ornament to
get a gift or two for a
child in Family Promise.
Middle and High
Schoolers are invited
to come shopping with
us on November |9*
from 11:00-12:30. Sign

up here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C044BA8A929A5
FF2-cpcyouth#/

During Advent we

begin with the story of
Mary and Joseph, and
their little donkey.
Making donkey orna-
ments reminds us of
their difficult journey.
In addition to the sim-
ple donkeys, we will be
rolling candles for our
Advent wreaths. The
second week of advent
is the story of the An-
gels who sang out. We
will make angels for the
tree, and paint lanterns
to brighten the sky.

The Third week of Ad-
vent is for the shep-
herds who came run-
ning to see the baby.
We will be hanging can-
dy canes on the tree,
and making cradles for
the infant child. And
Christmas Eve, the chil-
dren will carry us to
Bethlehem and to the
manger as they retell
the Christmas story on
Christmas Eve. To be a
part of the pageant,
click here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C044BA8A929A5
FF2-45769955-
christmas#/

It wouldn’t be Christ-
mas at Central without
the Living Nativity! And
this year we cannot
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Children and Youth

wait to put on cos-
tumes, and lead the ani-
mals together as we
share God’s love with
our community. We
will celebrate the Living
Nativity on December
9™ at 4:30 p.m. To sign
up to participate, click
here: https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C044BA8A929A5
FF2-459507 | 6-living#/

This year, we are start-
ing a new tradition-
Movie Sunday on De-
cember |7". We invite
all of our little ones to
come to church in their
favorite Christmas Pa-
jamas, and to enjoy hot
chocolate, bagels and
cookies while watching
The Star. Sunday
School will be extend-
ed to include time for
viewing!

At Central, we hope
that you and your fami-
ly find God’s love,
hope, peace, and JOY
to last not just through
the Christmas season-
but all year long.

Yours in Joy,
Pastor Deborah
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CPC Weekday Nursery School and Kindergarten

Back to School at CPC
Weekday Nursery

School & Kindergarten

We have been a wel-
coming community for
children and families
for 54 years. This year
we have 169 students
that fill our classrooms.
The school year is off
to an amazing start!
The classrooms are full
of children that are be-
ginning their learning
journey with their new
teachers and communi-
ty of friends. The chil-
dren are happily adjust-
ed and learning new

things each day at CPC!

In our experience-
based curriculum, we
value providing experi-
ences for children to
learn many skills that

are developmentally
appropriate and lean
into their interests.
One interest area that
the students learned
about this Fall is “The
Farm”. To solidify this
learning with a new ex-
perience, the Parent

Organization funded a
visit from Quiver Farm
who set up a little farm
right outside our

doors!

It was a wonderful ex-
perience for the chil-
dren to connect what
they had been learning
about in the classroom
with a real experience
with the animals and
the farmer. We are
thankful to our Parent
Organization for
supporting our

school and mak-

ing this experi-

ence possible for

the children.

Rachel Diekman
CPC WNSK
Director
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