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WAVE, Central’s contemporary wor-

ship service, will meet at 5:00 p.m. on 

the following Sundays: 

March 2 & 16, April 6, and May 4 & 18.   

Childcare is provided, and a free supper will be shared! 

WAVE Worship 
 

How to Worship 
with Central  

Central is worshiping 

in-person Sundays at 

10:00 a.m., plus 

WAVE on select 

Sundays at 5:00 p.m.   

 

In addition, watch us 

live on Summit’s 

Hometowne TV, 

Verizon Fios channel 

33, and Comcast 

channel 36, or live 

streamed on our 

YouTube Channel  

https://

www.youtube.com/

@centralpresbyteri-

an/streams 

at 10:00 a.m.  Sun-

days September 

through June. 

 

Website:  

Visit 

www.centralpres.org

/sermons for links to 

our recent worship 

videos. 

Central Presbyterian Church Summit, NJ  

 

Annual Meeting  

of the Congregation  

March 9, 2025 
 

In the Sanctuary 

Following the10:00 a.m. Service 
 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Central Presbyterian 

Church of Summit, New Jersey will be held in the Sanctuary immedi-

ately following the 10:00 a.m. Service of Worship. The business agenda 

will begin at approximately 11:05 a.m. The purpose of the meeting is 

to receive the 2024 reports of Pastors, Staff, and Team Leaders; re-

ceive and comment upon the 2025 Operating Budget; act upon the 

recommendations of the Session for the 2025 Terms of Call for Pastor 

Huggins; and hear any other business brought before the Congrega-

tion.  

  

Reverend Dr. Deborah Huggins, Moderator  

Dave Bomgaars, Clerk of Session 
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Ash Wednesday:  March 5 

 
Central will observe Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the 

Lenten season, with a service in the Chapel on March 5 at 

9:30am.  This reflective service, led by Pastor Deborah 
Huggins and Parish Associate Pam Robertson,  will feature 

classical guitar music by Carlos Cuestas.  Ashes will be 

available at the service, and throughout the day in the 

Chapel.  

Pancake Brunch:  March 9 

The annual Pancake Breakfast ushering in the Lenten season 

will be held Sunday, March 9th.  Join us in the auditorium im-

mediately following the 10:00 a.m. service and Annu-

al  Congregational Meeting.  The breakfast will include blueber-

ry, chocolate chip and plain pancakes, sausage, juice and coffee/

tea and is free of charge, though we’ll be collecting a free will 

offering for the Mission Trip.  No reservations are necessary 

and all are encouraged to attend (crafts will be provided for 

children).  

 

We’re very fortunate to have members of the Summit High 

School Big Band back again to serenade us. Be ready to move 

along with the infectious beat.   We’ll provide Mardi Gras beads for all, but try to wear Purple 

(Justice), Green (Faith) or Gold (Power), the symbolic Mardi Gras colors.  Feel free to invite 

your friends and neighbors to celebrate with us and show them how much fun it is at Cen-
tral!  . 

 

If you’d like to help with the breakfast, please contact 

Francie Cho at yfcho@comcast.net. 

We’d love to have high school students in particular help 

out with flipping pancakes, serving and cleaning up.   

mailto:yfcho@comcast.net


spiritual practices availa-

ble.  The Practices will 

also be shared in the Fri-

day Emails. 

 

Feel free to stop in and 

 

During Lent, which begins 

on Ash Wednesday, 

March 5, the church Li-

brary will become a Pray-

er Room, with weekly 

Prayer Room During Lent 
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spend some time reviewing 

the materials and praying, 

or using it as a quiet spot 

for meditating during Lent. 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update 

The PNC is honored to 

serve the congregation in 

the search for our new 

Senior Pastor.  The Minis-

try Discernment Pro-

file  (MDP ) created by 

the team, which provides 

an overview of our 

church and description of 

the CPC Senior Pastor 

position, was approved by 

the Presbytery Commis-

sion on Ministry in early 

December.  Since that 

time, the PNC team has 

reviewed 100 applications 

and started conducting 

phone interviews with po-

tential candidates.    The 

team is grateful for the 

ongoing support of our 

Presbytery representative, 

Greg Horn, who is a pas-

tor in Upper Montclair. 

The team has set up a 

confidential e-mail address, 

centralpnc24@gmail.com, 

that members can give to 

pastors they know who 

might be interested in the 

position.   Thank you for 

your continued support 

and prayers. 

 

Noni MacPherson  

and Jess Mills, 

PNC Co-Chairs 

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday, April 13 

Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

followed by the Palm Sun-

day Brunch and Easter Egg 

Hunt. 

 

 

Maundy Thursday,  

April 17 

Lenten Vespers at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Chapel 

 

 

Easter Sunday, April 20 
Worship at 10:00 a.m. 

mailto:centralpnc24@gmail.com


Eport Presbyterian Center 

Page 5                 The KEY 

Central Church has 

been in partnership 

with the Elizabethport 

Presbyterian Center 

for more than 50 

years, bringing assis-

tance of all kinds to 

the underserved com-

munity.   

 

Our longest continu-

ously running mission 

is our Eport Tutoring 

program, was begun in 

1969 and continues to 
this day every Tuesday 

evening during the 

school year.  Tutoring 

is run by Sarah Engle 

and Ellen Burchenal, 

with direction from 

Pastor Deborah Hug-

gins.  Tutoring has re-

cently been expanded 

to include students in 

need from Summit. 

On Saturday, Febru-

ary 8, as part of the 

Central Concert Se-

ries, Central hosted a 

benefit concert for 

the Presbyterian Cen-

ter, featuring Gospel 

tenor William Heard, 

the Princeton Semi-

nary Chapel Choir, 

and members of Cen-

tral’s Motet Choir.  A 

free will offering was 

collected for the Cen-

ter and its scholarship 
program. 

 

During the concert, 

our beloved member 

Jim Northrop, who 

passed during the 

pandemic, was hon-

ored for his extensive 

work with the Eport 

Center and tutoring 

program. 

 

The 2025 Flower Cal-

endar is up outside 

the Sanctuary near 

the ramp from the 

glass hallway. Be sure 

to reserve your 

choice of dates to 

recognize a special 

occasion or to me-

Chancel Flowers 

morialize or honor 

someone. There are 

many dates available 

in upcoming months 

to dedicate flowers, 

including March 2, 9, 

& 30. Email Evelyn at 

EThiel@centralpres.

org with questions. 

mailto:EThiel@centralpres.org
mailto:EThiel@centralpres.org


Seven Spiritual Gifts of 

Waiting by Holly Whitcomb  

“The Journey itself is indeed 

our Home. And our journey 

will always include waiting. If 

we are going to continue to 

live, we are going to continue 

to wait. The good news is 

that the discipline of waiting 

offers us Seven Spiritual Gifts. 

Each and every stage of our 

lives involves some form of 

waiting. If we consciously al-

low waiting to be our teach-

er, we can accommodate 

waiting more peacefully.  

 

“There may be no more pro-

voking experience than being 

told, “Wait.” It stops any ac-

tion we might take. We may 

feel powerless, unprotected. 

Someone else holds all the 

cards. In the intervening mo-

ments—or days or weeks or 

years—waiting beckons us to 

come to the well of humility, 

to drink deeply. Those clarify-

ing waters give us a chance to 

see ourselves clearly; to see 

both our flaws and our gifts, 

to accept both our failings 

During the pandemic I 

had a conversation with 

Rev. Holly Whitcomb, 

author of the book The 

Seven Spiritual Gifts of 

Waiting. The pandemic 

was a forced time of 
waiting we all had to en-

dure. Holly says, waiting 

presents an enormous 

challenge, we are impa-

tient, "fix-it" kinds of peo-

ple -- and not all situa-

tions can be fixed. The 

good new is that waiting 

can open the door to ex-

plore the hidden treas-

ures of waiting—whether 

it’s ordinary waiting in 

traffic or crucial waiting 

for news. If we are going 

to continue to live, we 

are going to continue to 

wait! 

 

Seven Spiritual Gifts of 

Waiting is an excellent 

resource during times of 

waiting within the church 

year, especially during 

Lent. The book includes 

spiritual exercises and 

reflection questions for 

personal or group use as 

well as a retreat design. 

 

God is in the wait, 
 

- Pam Robertson,  

Parish Associate for Spir-

itual Formation  

and our 

goodness. 

Even the 

waiting itself 

becomes a 

lens through 

which we can 

assess our-

selves hon-

estly.  

 

The First Gift of  

Waiting: Patience  

Patience means trusting there 

is no quick fix. Patience invites 

us to trust the Fullness of 

God’s time. In God’s time, we 

are often waiting for the big-

ger picture, but must be con-

tent with each small piece 

along the way. Patience opens 

us to Active Waiting. Patience 

is an extremely difficult disci-

pline precisely because it 

counteracts our unreflective 

impulse to flee or fight. Pa-

tience gives us time to be 

available to others. Waiting 

teaches us to live life in small 

increments. 

 

The Second Gift of Wait-

ing: Loss of  

Control  

Loss of Control teaches us to 

depend on one another. Loss 

of Control allows us to sur-

render to grief. Loss of Con-

trol teaches us resilience. 

Waiting offers us a chance to 

let go. What can waiting teach 

us about resilience? *When 

something unbearable hap-

pens, we are tempted to 

move on quickly.  

 

Spiritual Practices for Lent by Pam Robertson 
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Spiritual Practices for Lent, continued 
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The Third Gift of Wait-

ing: Living in the Present  

Living in the present calls us 

to “be here now.” Living in 

the present invites us to re-

linquish worry. Living in the 

present allows us to say, “It 

is enough.” Living in the pre-

sent teaches us to be faithful 

in small things. *Waiting 

teaches us to dwell fully 

where we are. When the 

Buddha was asked, “Sir, what 

do you and your monks 

practice?” he replied, “We 

sit, we walk, and we eat.” 

The questioner continued, 

“But sir, everyone sits, walks, 

and eats,” and the Buddha 

told him, “When we sit, we 

know we are sitting. When 

we walk, we know we are 

walking. When we eat, we 

know we are eating.” - Thich 

Nhat Hanh, in "Living Bud-

dha, Living Christ". *It comes 

back to living in the pre-

sent—an invitation to sit 

down, take a deep breath, 

and ask, “What is in front of 

my face this very minute that 

summons me to faithful-

ness.”  

 

The Fourth Gift of  

Waiting: Compassion 

Compassion reminds us that 

we are not alone. Compas-

sion teaches us how to re-

ceive. Compassion allows us 

to be seen for who we really 

are. Compassion helps us 

gather strength from others. 

Compassion offers us hope. 

*Waiting offers us many op-

portunities for compassion—

both to give and to receive.  

 

The Fifth Gift of 

Waiting: Gratitude  

Gratitude turns obstacles 

into opportunity. Gratitude 

moves us beyond entitle-

ment. Gratitude opens our 

eyes to the blessings of small 

things. *Waiting teaches us 

to value the small things. 

What are some of the ways 

we can be grateful in our 

present circumstances? “The 

feeling of gratitude is a shy 

bird. Chasing it does no 

good. Genuine gratitude can 

never be forced. Trying hard 

to feel gratitude is like trying 

hard to fall asleep or fall in 

love. The harder you try to 

be grateful, the more elusive 

the experience becomes. It 

must come to you, on its 

own schedule and on its 

own terms. You practice 

gratitude by carefully build-

ing a home in your heart to 

accommodate it. The bird 

does not always come, but if 

you make a home for it, it 

comes often enough.” –

Timothy Miller, How to Want 

What You Have  

 

The Sixth Gift of  

Waiting: Humility  

Humility leads us to the 

grace of God. Humility leads 

us to love rather than 

achievement. Humility leads 

us to honor others. Humility 

leads us to live without judg-

ment. Humility leads us to an 

honest assessment. DOES 

ENTITLEMENT INTERFERE 

WITH GRATITUDE? 

*Waiting is a spiritual open-

ing to recognize our power-

lessness—and God’s grace. 

How can waiting teach us 

about humility?  

 

The Seventh Gift of  

Waiting: Trust in God 

Trust in God is an invitation 

to let go of fear. Trust in God 

is an invitation to trust in 

love. Trust in God is an invi-

tation to pray. *Waiting 

teaches us to live in trust. 

How can I use waiting to 

practice trusting in God’s 

love?” “Waiting. We cannot 

escape it. We will be waiting 

all our our lives for one thing 

or another. There are little 

waits, big waits, gratifying 

waits and excruciating 

waits—and we can learn from 

all of them.” Waiting is a gen-

erous teacher and offers gen-

erous gifts—All Seven! And 

God’s love with always find 

us.  



come to fulfill their God 

given purpose while ensur-

ing they have some fun in 

the process.  

 
 Rev. Davis is a graduate of 

Syracuse University with a 

degree in Marketing. He 

gained important business 

experience working in 
sales at several Fortune 

500 companies. But it was 

the unexpected death of 

his father that challenged 

him to seriously pursue 

God’s will for his life. An 

opportunity to create, de-

velop, and lead an after-

school enrichment pro-

gram unveiled a passion to 

work with and inspire 

young people. And God’s 

persistence led to a Mas-

ter of Divinity degree from 

Drew University Theologi-

cal School where he grad-

uated Magna Cum Laude.  
Rev. Davis counts it a 

blessing and a joy to be 

married to his wife, Am-

ber.  

 

March 16 will have Pas-

tor Deborah Huggins 

leading both the morning 

service, and WAVE at 5:00 

p.m. 

 

March 23 brings Rev. 

Mike Pulsifer, who  
has served for 56 years as 

a Presbyterian minister in 

During this time of transi-

tion since Interim Pastor Jan 

Ammon has retired and the 

PNC continues its search 

for our next Senior Pastor, a 

series of guest preachers 

will fill our pulpit, with Pas-
tor Deborah Huggins and 

Parish Associate Pam Rob-

ertson contributing, as well. 

 

March 2 will have Pam 

Robertson leading morning 

worship, with Pastor Debo-

rah leading WAVE at 5:00 

p.m.. 

 

March 9 brings us  Rev. 

Gregory Davis, who  

serves as the Youth Pastor 

at Fountain Baptist Church 

in Summit, NJ. He provides 

leadership, partnership, 

strategy, and oversight to 

the young people, teens, 

families and faithful volun-

teers at the church. Rev. 

Davis is extremely passion-

ate about equipping and em-

powering the generations to 

churches in El Reno, Oklaho-

ma; Indianola, Iowa; Santa Ana, 

California; Ridgewood, New 

Jersey; and Ardmore, Pennsyl-

vania. He is newly retired from 

serving Arch Street Presbyteri-

an Church in Center City Phil-

adelphia.  
 

Mike was born and reared in 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma. He 

earned his Bachelor of Arts in 

history and philosophy from 

Westminster College in Fulton, 

Missouri; his Masters of Divini-

ty from Princeton Theological 

Seminary; and completed a 

year of postgraduate work at 

New College, University of 

Edinburgh. He and his wife, 

Marion, whom he has known 

since the seventh grade, have 

two sons and five grandchil-

dren who all now live in the 

Philadelphia area.  

 

March 30 will have Rev. Dr. 

Thomas Tewell at our pul-

pit.  

Preaching Schedule 
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Preaching Schedule, continued 
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Tom Tewell has loved being 
pastor of four wonderful con-

gregations during his forty-five 

years in pastoral ministry, in-

cluding Fifth Avenue Presbyter-

ian Church in New York City, 

that he served on September 

11, 2001, and the 5,000-

member Memorial Drive Pres-

byterian Church in Houston, 

Texas. In this current chapter 

of life, he thoroughly enjoys 

being a pastor to pastors, a 

preacher in residence at the 

San Marino Community 

Church in suburban Los Ange-

les, and, most of all, a husband, 

dad, and granddad to seven 

grandchildren between the ag-

es of six and twenty-five!  

 

A graduate of Princeton Semi-

nary, where he served as a 

Trustee for 15 years, Tom re-

ceived a Doctor of Ministry 

degree from Drew Theological 

School and has been awarded 

two honorary doctorates. 

While at Princeton, Tom 

served for two years as a 

Hunt Scholar here at Cen-

tral Presbyterian in Sum-

mit, where he worked 

with the youth group. 

Tom continues to mentor 

40 young preachers across 

America through the Zick 

Preacher Scholar Program 

that he founded ten years 

ago that helps preachers 

improve their preaching.  

 

An entrepreneur at heart, 
Tom is also the Founder 

of Macedonian Ministry, a 

leadership development 

ministry that he started in 

2008. Macedonian Minis-

try just enrolled their 

1,400th pastor and con-

gregation representing 25 

different Christian denom-

inations. Tom and his wife 

Suzanne have been mar-

ried for over 50 years and 

live in Claremont, Califor-

nia, close to their three 

youngest grandchildren, 

under the age of ten.  

 

April 6, which is Confir-

mation Sunday, will be led 

by Pastor Deborah 

Huggins in the morning, 

with Pam Robertson 

leading WAVE in the 

evening. 

 

April 13, Palm Sunday, 

brings Rev. Dr. Riley 

Jensen back to Central.  

This guest preacher is no 

stranger to Central, having 

served as our Senior Pastor 

from 1986 -1999. In addition 

to Central, he has served 

churches in Seattle and 

Grand Rapids, MI. Upon re-

tirement in 2007, he led con-

ferences for Presbyterian 

Credo, a health and wellness 

program for Presbyterian 

Ministers, for eleven years. 

For two years during 

COVID, he served as the 
Minister of Preaching at Park 

Congregational church in 

Grand Rapids. He loves re-

turning to New Jersey, not 

only to visit Central, but also 

to see daughter, Regan 

(Steve) Michaels, son Randy 

(Frances), and grandchildren, 

Frannie and Gigi Michaels, 

and Dylan Kidd.  

 

April 20, Easter Sunday, 

will also feature Rev. Dr. 

Riley Jensen at our pulpit. 



Central’s Youth and 

Contemporary Music 

Coordinator, Adam 

Gilbert, organizes and 

leads all music in the 

WAVE service and 

oversees any youth 
music participation 

from middle school to 

high school in the 

Church, as well as lead-

ing some of our con-

temporary music at 

the10:00 traditional 

service.  

 

Adam, a native of Spar-

ta, NJ, was the music 

director at the Vernon 

United Methodist 

Church for 9 years be-

fore coming to Central. 

He studied music com-

position at the Univer-

sity of Miami and has a 

minor in music busi-

ness.  

 

“I started teaching 

voice, piano 

and songwrit-

ing lessons 

right after col-

lege as well as 

pursuing my 

solo career as 

a singer song-
writer/

producer. I’ve 

released three 

albums, music 

videos and a 

number of singles of my 

own music. One live 

music video was filmed 

in the Church sanctu-

ary! I’ve also directed 

musicals, mixed, ar-

ranged and produced 
music for singer song-

writers and film 

scores,” Adam explains. 

 

Adam came to Central 

when he was teaching 

private voice lessons in 

Summit and Claire Da-

vis reached out be-

cause Central was 

looking to hire a per-

son for contemporary 

worship eleven years 

ago. 

 

Leading WAVE wor-

ship and singing are Ad-

am’s favorite parts of 

his job. “Leading music 

and pairing that with 

the love of God is such 

an honor to do.” 

 

Adam is married to 

Becky, who used to 

work at Booze Allen as 

a public affairs and 

event planner for the 

army General on Base 

at Picattiny Arsenal. 
They have 2 daughters, 

Lily, two, and Gene-

vieve, four months.  

 

Outside of Central, Ad-

am owns and manages 

Streamline Car Wash in 

Rockaway with a friend.  

“Last year we washed 

130,000 cars and went 

viral for our Haunted 

car wash events we put 
on in October with live 

actors, animatronics and 

special events. It got so 

popular that one night 

there were estimated 

1,000 cars in line and 

the police made us shut 

down since the 2 lines 

went into 2 neighboring 

towns and cause a public 

safety issue.” 

 

Adam also started an 

Airbnb business in Win-

ter Park Colorado, and 

started Run Against ALS 

with a few friends that is 

a non profit to support 

people with ALS and 

related research. He is 

currently the treasurer 

for the organization.  

 

When asked about his 

future goals, Adam re-

plied, “At some point I’ll 

be writing more music 

but things are little hec-

tic now with the new 

born, spending quality 
time with the family and 

keeping up with my pro-

fessional career. “ 

 

 

Meet Adam Gilbert 
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A Thank You Letter from Community FoodBank of NJ 
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We're grateful for 

both the generous 

contribution and 

pledge of continued 

support, continuing 

our impactful partner-

ship. Central Presby-

terian's support this 

month [January] helps 

to mark a monumental 

milestone of 50 years 

for CFBNJ working 

with partners like you. 

It's a time to reflect 

with pride on a jour-
ney that began in 1975 

when our late founder, 

Kathleen DiChiara, 

started distributing 

food from her station 

wagon in Newark, and 

strengthens our re-

solve to continue the 

work ahead. 

 

As CFBNJ evolves to 

meet the complex 

challenges of food in-

security, we know that 

we cannot do this 

work alone. Your 

partnership allows us 

to collaborate across 

all sectors of society, 

making strides to-

ward long-term solu-

tions. As we cele-

brate our 50th anni-

versary, Central 

Presbyterian's contri-

bution and pledge of 

support will continue 

to help us drive sys-

temic change in New 
Jersey. Together, we 

are building a more 

food secure future 

for the 1 in 9 New 

Jerseyans facing hun-

ger.  

 

Thank you once 

again to you, the 

board and the entire 

Central Presbyterian 

Church community 

for standing with us 

in this critical work. 

Your commitment and 

engagement is truly 

making a difference.  

 

We look forward to 

seeing you again next 
week to celebrate the 

Workforce Develop-

ment graduates.  

 

Warmest, 

Ben 

 
Benjamin Rosenblatt  
Director of Donor Engagement 
and Planned Giving 
Community FoodBank of New 
Jersey  
 

 

Central was blessed 

with two new families 

joining in membership 

recently. 

 

Eric & Karen  
Bedell of Summit  

Welcome to Our New Members 

have one daughter, 

Marlee June Bedell, 

who is seven months 

old. 

 

Alex & Logan  
Osberg of Summit 

have one daughter, Olive 

Jones Osberg, who is 18 

months old, and was bap-

tized at Central in Janu-

ary. 



 

Central Concert Series 
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Central Concert Series, continued 
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ardson) for the Christ-

mas Cocktail Party, 

Dec. 6th, enhanced our 

holiday gatherings 

into the new year. Take 

Tens provided by Susan 

Peterson and helpers 
kept members mingling 

through January! 

News of Pastor Jan’s 

leaving meant planning 

for her sendoff. The 

Team worked with the 

Personnel Team to plan 

the farewell Take 

Ten for February 

9th. Committee mem-

bers greeted all, provid-

ing name tags and en-

sured memories 

were captured in the 

Guest Book for 

Jan. A large sheet-

cake decorated with a 

picture of the church, 

the delectable buffet 

provided by Susan P. 

and her volunteers, as 

well as tables decorated 

with Jan’s favorite yel-

low flowers spoke to 

our appreciation and 

fond wishes for Pastor 

Jan. 

 

A “newer” member 

survey was presented 
to Session for discus-

sion at the February 

meeting. The Team’s 

goal is to reach more of 

the members who 

The Membership/

Fellowship Team 

is focused on identify-

ing opportunities 

for the Congregation 

to gather and engage 

with each other, and 
we are always in need 

of people to help with 

help these events.   

Make sure to follow 

Friday Emails to keep 

abreast of all events, 

special celebrations and 

opportunities to volun-

teer! 

 

The organizing Team 

joins Jeff Lowman and 

Mibs Wagner monthly 

on the first Wednesday 

of the month to plan 

ways to increase Fel-

lowship and Member-

ship. Dedicated mem-

bers include Lyle 

Brehm, Cindy Gaylord, 

Chris May, Barbara 

Speni, Dave Bomgaars, 

Betty Torell, Michael 

Moore and Susan Pe-

terson. The Team dis-

cusses not only how to 

draw our members to-

gether, but also how to 

create interest in join-

ing our Congrega-
tion. YOUR ideas 

and participation 

are WELCOME! 

The glistening lights 

(thanks to Peter Rich-

joined during the past 

4+ years to learn of 

their hopes for Mem-

bership as well as how 

they might participate. 

The questionnaire will 

be sent via e-mail and 
followed up with 

printed version at-

tached to a 

“Gathering Invitation” 

for an event planned 

in the spring. The com-

mittee is considering an  

expanded survey to go 

out to the entire Congre-

gation in the future. We 

feel it is important to en-

gage members even more 

during this time of transi-

tion. 

 

Tracking of our Pew 

Cards will be even 

more essential in the 

months ahead! Thanks to 

Earle Eaton’s weekly re-

furbishing and our Pas-

tor’s weekly announce-

ments from the Pulpit, 

the program continues. 

We need weekly vol-

unteers, when it’s con-

venient for you, to as-

sist in setting up and 
clean up for Take Ten 

and other celebrations. 

Please join in, and thanks 

to all who have helped in 

the past! 

Membership & Fellowship Team News 
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Photo Gallery 
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MLK Day of Service 

Unity Service 

Board of Deacons Meeting 

Pastor Jan’s Farewell 

Karen Olson Book Talk 

William Heard Concert for Eport 



When you find it, snap a 

photo, and post it to social 

media using #CPCGoldie. 

Everyone who posts will re-

ceive an awesome goldfish 

prize. The person who finds 

Goldie in the most different 
locations wins our grand 

prize of a stuffed fish (to 

take home, or to leave in 

the nursery).  

 

 

Lent with Children 

 
Butterflies are a powerful 

teacher to help us under-

stand the resurrection. With 

the children, we will be rais-

ing butterflies. All during 

Lent, Pastor Deborah’s But-

terflies will be meeting with 

different classes in the 

school, and in the Sunday 

school helping our children 

to look for signs of the res-

urrection in their everyday 
lives. Everyone in the con-

gregation is invited to follow 

their journey from caterpil-

Children and Youth 
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Central Church- C.C. If 

you look at our Church’s 

logo, you will see that the 

two C’s that make up our 

name are linked together 

in such a way that they 

link- forming a simple fish 
symbol. The fish has been 

a symbol of the church 

since early Christianity. 

Jesus told us to be 

“fisher’s of people” mak-

ing disciples from all na-

tions- the letters of the 

word fish in Greek close-

ly map to the letters for 

Jesus, and Christians in 

hiding have used the sym-

bols for millennia to con-

nect with one another.  

 

For the children of the 

church, we have made 

the fish a little easier to 

see- and we have named 

the fish “Goldie.” Goldie 

reminds us not only to be 

a disciple, to help people to 

become disciples through 

our kindness, but also to be 

a disciple- loving God, and 

loving others- the Golden 

rule!  

 
For Lent, all of the kids will 

be using Fish Banks to sup-

port One Great Hour of 

Sharing- and we are inviting 

everyone to celebrate this 

special collection of this 

church to support Presby-

terians Disaster Assistance, 

Presbyterian Hunger Assis-

tance, and Self-

Development of People. 

You can find out more 

here: https://pcusa.org/

special-offerings/one-great-

hour-sharing 

 

Goldie Scavenger 

Hunt 

 
Time Frame: Lent (March 

5-April 20) 

Where: Central Church- 

Look in lots of different 

spots 

What: Goldie Photo Scav-
enger Hunt - we are inviting 

people to find Goldie in as 

many places as possible. 



Grainger and many of our 

teens have formed a 

Youth Deacons team to 

share their hearts of ser-

vice even more. Youth are 

planning monthly tech 

support, and some 
parent’s nights upcoming 

this Spring. Thank you to 

all of our Youth who 

serve so faithfully as dea-

cons in our church.  

 

 

Eport Tutoring 
 

Our amazing Eport Tutors 
and their students packed 

over 600 lunches for 

Bridges this week as part 

of their service learning 

curriculum at Eport tutor-

ing. Together, kids and 

tutors are learning that 

they can contribute to the 

lives of others, and that 

they have gifts and energy 

to share. We are so grate-

ful to all of our tutors, to 

Sarah Engle and Ellen 

lar to butterfly in the glass 

hallway. If you would like 

butterflies at home, please 

reach out to Pastor Debo-

rah- she can order you a kit 

to align with our kits at 

school and church. 
All during Lent, our Prayer 

Room will be open again 

this year. We will have dif-

ferent spiritual practices 

available each week, both in 

the Friday email, and in the 

prayer room. Spiritual prac-

tices are amazing in part 

because they appeal to us 

across our lifespan. We en-

courage you to try them 

out with your family! 

 

 

Youth Deacons 

 
Our Youth Deacons bring 

so much to the church- ush-

ering, bringing plants and 

flowers to our members at 

home, and leading with chil-

dren. We are so pleased 

that Lisa Parkes, Jen 

Gawronski, and Amanda 

Buchenal, and to our 

entire Eport staff for 

making this amazing 

program happen.  

 

 

Mission Trip Fund-

raising 

 
Would Lent be com-

plete without pancakes? 

At Central, we can’t 

pass up a chance to eat, 

share fellowship, and of 

course pancakes with 

REAL maple syrup! 

Come for the congrega-

tional meeting on 3/9, 

and stay for the pan-

cakes. All proceeds will 

go to support this sum-

mer’s mission trip! 

Children and Youth, continued 
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portunities to fund 

this project. The 

WNSK Advisory 

Board and Parent 

Organization have 

further events, sales 

and are accepting 
tax-exempt contri-

butions. We are 

looking into ways of 

commemorating 

individual donations 

in the amounts ex-

ceeding $250 in a 

prominent and per-

manent space near 

the playground.  

 

The children will 

have the very gen-

erous CPC WNSK 

community to thank 

for the beautiful, 

safe outdoor space 

to enjoy everyday 

for many years to 

come. 

 

Rachel Diekman 

CPC WNSK Di-

rector  

Weekday Nursery 

School & Kindergarten 

is very excited to an-

nounce a playground 

update will be complet-

ed this summer and 

ready for all the chil-
dren to enjoy in the fall 

of 2025! 

 

The playground canopy 

over the sandbox will 

be replaced and a 

ground cover resurfac-

ing will be installed. 

The ground covering 

will be replaced with a 

poured rubber surface 

to improve the safety 

around the climbing 

apparatus and allow for 

a clear exit from class-

rooms. 

 

The school accepted a 

very generous $10,000 

donation towards this 

project from the Parent 

Organization. The CPC 

community participa-

tion in fall sales and 

events to raise funds 

for this project. We 

extend our deepest 

appreciation to our 

CPC community! 

 
We still have a long 

way to go to reach the 

goal of $60,000. There 

are several more op-

CPC Weekday Nursery School and Kindergarten 
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